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PREFACE. 



These illustrations of the vritiugs of Mr. 
lyisraeli, and of the school of literature to which 
he belongs, were privately circulated towards the 
close of the last year, as an experimental inquiry 
into the force of truth.' 

On the appearance of a niittk edition of the Curio- 
sities of Literature ^—aviork which had left me rather 
pleasurable recollections — I was induced to renew 
my acquaintance with it; and, at every glance, de- 
tected some misrepresentatioa or error. 

To correct the errors of a popular work is always 
desirable ; and it may also be expedient to unveil the 
deception and conceit of its author. In conformity 
with such principles, these critical illustrations were 
composed. I do not more expressly advert to 

^ ' Curiosilies of LiteiBlure, bj I. D'lgraeli, Esq., Doclor id 

■ Civil Law of the Unirersity of Oxford, and Fellow of the Society 
' of ADtiquaries of London. Illustrated by Bolton Comey, Esq., 

■ Honorary Professor of Criticism in the Repabligiie da Lettret, 
, and Member of the Society of English Bibliophiles. Greenmich 

[London: F. Shoberl, Junior.]: printed by especial command. 
: Sm. 8vo. pp. viii + 160. ' Curiosities of Literature. By 

I. D'Jsraeli, Esq. D.C.L. F.S.A. Ninth edition, reriaed. Lon- 
' doD: Edward Moxoa, 1634. Sm. 8vo. G vols. 
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VI PREFACE. 

motives — because I have dilated on that point, and 
on various important pointe of criticism and litera- 
ture, in an episode vhich follows the series of articles. 

An arid list of errata would have f^ed to obtain 
the object in view. I reBolved, therefore, to select 
from the numerous instanceB which I had noted, a 
very limited proportion ; to adnut no one which 
seemed unadapted to serve as the basis of an essay ; 
to aim at variety of subject; and, as to form, at the 
attraction of novelty. Such was the plan of the 
work; and of its competent execution, I have re- 
ceived very gratifying testimonials. 

It was my wish, on various accounts, to reprint 
the work for public use; but I chose to defer the 
execution of my project, in consequence of the an- 
nouncement of an intended reply* — which did not 
appear till four months after the transmission of my 
volume to Bradenham House. This reply, entitled 
ITte Jlhtstrator Illustrated,* would alone have led me 
to decide. I forbear to characterise the pamphlet 
It may be sufficient to state that the author has 
omitted to illustrate the only instances of oversight 
which have been pointed out to me; and that his 
labours have not required me to suppress one line ! 

' Aiher»um, 27 January 1838. ' The IlluslraWf Illus- 

trated. By Ihe author of the " Curiosities of Literature.'' Lon- 
don : Edward Moxon. 1838. 8vo. pp. iv+8l. 
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In this edition, Bome further evidence is pro- 
duced on a contested point in the first article; in 
die second, the subject of which interests me, there 
are material improvemeiits ; and various additions 
are made to the twenty-fourth, twenty-eighth, twenty- 
ninth, and thirtieth articles. The others have do 
alterations of importance ; and some are reprinted 
verbatim. I have reviewed the pamphlet in notes, 
which are marked thus : *,* ; and have attempted 
the portraiture of a controversialist, in the Idetu 
on Controversy. 

I certainly did not t^ect to spare Mr. lyisraeli. 
Facts, supported by references to authorities, were 
the corrective instruments chiefly resorted to; but I 
rather freely availed myself of sarcasm and irony. 
The nature of his reply justifies me on every point ; 
and proves that I had formed an accurate conception / 
of his character. ., ;■ 

It must be admitted that our essayist is not the 
only popular author whose writings call for critical 
examination ; but I have vacated the chair of criti- 
cism — in opposition to very flattering solicitationfi. 
Fearless, as ever, of an encounter in vindication of 
truth and literature, 1 conceive that one enterprise 
of this description may be sufficient for an individual 
whose time is otherwise occupied ; and who loves 
tranquillity. 
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I DOW cheerfully commit to men of letters, the 
appreciation of my motives and of my censures ; and 
as my opponent has shown a disposition to leave me 
in possession of the last argjttnent, withdraw from the 
controversy. 

Solton Camtp. 
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eturfo0tiitff of ILfttrature 
laiwtvattii. 



On the annouDcement of a nev edition of the 
« Curiosities of Literatuiu: by /. Lflsraeli, Esq., 
D. C. L. aod F. S. A.," I felt an inclioation to add the / 
volumes to my cabinet collection. ^ t' -'^ , ' > ,. 
, To dedde on the choice of authors for a small ^4 
library ie a task of considerable difficulty, and this 
"ifficulty increases in the proportion in whidi books ^i-'' 
- multiply — a proportion whidi, whether it most re- 
eembleB the arithmetical or the geometrical, is cer- 
tunly sufficient to astound. The learned works of - 
Sir Thomas-Pope Blount^ and M. Baillet^* which " 
were formerly resorted to as the accredited guides on ^ 
snch occasions, stand in need of recomposition ; and '^- 
the Judgemera of the homed upon Er^Hsk authmirs, 
though not deemed too humble a project for one of 
the first of critics,^ is still a desideratum. Even Re- 

' Ceiuura Celebriorum Authorum, LoDdioi, 1600. Soh 
' JogemeDts dei Savanta, Paris, 1732. T vol. In-^. * Boswell, 
Life of JohDum, 1791. 4to. it. 5X. 
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Z CURIOSITIES OF LITERATURE 

Cviewe and Magazines, the usual sources of infoimation 
as to the novelties of literature, seldom aUot much 
^,^ apace to new editions of established works — not to 
mention how small the share of confidence which can 
with safety be placed in the opinions of anonymous 
stipendiaries. 

While in a state of suspense arising out of these 
circumstances, chance threw before me the prospedius 
of the work announced ; * and, though experience 
whispered that a docmnent of that description should 
be read with reserve, it was drawn up with such con- 
summate art SB to allay every suspicion — and to su- 
persede further inquiry. 

We were assured in this elaborate ^ospectits that 
Lord Byron had characterieed lyisraeli as a " most 
' ''■'' entertaining and regeeavking writer," and had read 
his works " tiftener &wm perhapt those of any odur 
Elfish author whatever ;" that Sir Walter Scott, 
whose praise alone gives the eTitree to the court of 
Fame, had pronounced the work in question to be a 
** Hvefy and popular miscellany;" not to repeat other 
laudatory scraps by writers of no less authority and 
influence than Moore, Southey, Bnlwer, etc It was 
also stated that the proposed edition would be the 
ninlh; that the work was designed for tiiose who 
" require the materials for knowledge, and for think- 
ing, by the readiest means f and that the purchasers 

of it would " PARTAKE OF THE UTILITY OF A PUBLIC 

LiBTtARY." No further persuasion could have been 
- requisite; but the table of contents was superadded, 

* LoodoD : Edward Moxon, Dorer SOeet, . 834. A leaves. 
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ILLUSTRATED. o 

and seemvd comparable, for the variety and presumed 
piquancy of its articlea, to the carte of the renowned ^^ 
V^ry himselt *^^VJ^ 

r-^ The result of this accumulsdon of praise was an- /*^, -,/'.-, ^. 

swerable to the design of it The volumes, as they ■,.'■■' 
\ were successively published,* took their station on ' , /. ' 

^ my shelves with due punctuality ; and I should think 
myself deficient in candour and generous feeling if I . ^ 

did not avow the satisfoction with which I gazed on ^ 

'their comely earierww* — clothed, as they were, in all /'^- '' 
the luxury of oriental splendour, in fine linen, and in ^j^ 
purple, and in gold ! ^Anticipating the pleasure to *' ' 

be derived from tbeir contents, it required no effort 
of sensibility to address them in some impassioned 
lines, which I formerly discovered while prosecuting , - 
my studies in a certiun Institution in Albemarle- ' 
street, and which had fixed themselves in my memory /^^ ^ / . 
as an exquisite imitation of Ambrose Philips : — ' 

" Golden Tolamei! rickett tretuurm / 
Objects of delicima pleatura ! 
You, my eyetrejoidvgpkaK, 
You, my handi m rapfure seize !" * 

To suidi inncKient coquetry, however, my acquunt- 
ance widi the comely volumes was at that period 
limited. Ardent aa.d sincere as ie my attachment to 
literatures without some ipecial stimulative I aspire 
not to the name of a student during the summer sea^ 
son. To decline the invitation which munificent Na- 

' IttMacdi— 1st August, 1834. • D'lsiaeli— e JtunfiovioT 
CaL Royal Inst, 1821. 8vo. p. u. + CnricMities of Liieia- 
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4 CURIOSITIES OF LITEEATURE 

ture then holdB eut, is no part of philoBoply ; and to 
me this invitation of Nature is scarcely resistible 
when it presents itself as it not infrequently does, 
shaped into imnwrtal verse by one of her own true 
eons — the amiable Beattie : — 

" O how canst thou renounce the boundless store 

or charms which Nature to ber votary yields ? 
Tbe vrarbliTig woodland, the resounding shore. 
The pomp of groves, and gamiture of fields."^ 

It will esdte no surprise i^ under the influence of 
such sentiments, I determined to reserve the liveli/ 
. miscellany as an antidote to the gloom of November ; 
but the sun of summer shone throughout that month, 
an instance of ultra-felicity without parallel. It was 
not, therefore, till December that I read the volumes, 
even cursorily; and, from the intervention of more 
imperative occupations, it was not till time had al- 
most completed another annual revolution that I 
could undertake to read them pritically. 

In the interval of those periods I was nominated 
to the chair of Honorary Professor of Criticism in tbe 
Republique des Lettres — an appointment the more 
gratifying to me, as I entertained feelings approach- 
ing to Veneration for certfun members of that ancient 
Fraternity. The first resolution which 1 formed after 
the acceptance of office was to avoid the appellation 
of a sinecurist ; and the first care which occu{ned me 
was that of selecting a work on which to exercise my 
offidal functions — a work on which I could express 
the dictates of truth with some prospect of benefit to 

' Minstrel, 1734. 8to. stanza ix. 
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ILLUSTRATED. 5 

the public, and with the least injury possible to the 
author. The Curiobities of Literature proved 
well suited to the purpose. On a cursory perusal I 
had noticed dUcoveriea which the incurious public 
seemed to overlook — extraordinary art bestowed on — , 
the embellishment of facts — a rich display of epi- 
grammatic smartness, etc.; and I eventually became-^,^ 
convinced that the work would never be correctly_^Otjj<. 
appreciated without the fud of critical illustration, t 
considered, on the other band, that if I should fail to 
preserve the juste milim of criticism ; that if in the 
exuberance of my sensibility to the charms of ornate 
compoution I should praise to excess, or tfarough 
inexperience in the perlous career before me should 
censure with undue severity, (the Scylla and Cha- 
rybdis of that tempestuous sea on which I was about 
to embark,) no injury could ensue to the cause of 
literature, or to the author. This asscTtion, I admit, 
involves a paradox — but the lively I^Israeli shall 
explain it. " Praise," be avers, " cannot any longer N. 
extend his celebrity, and censure cannot condemn what / t 
has won the reward of public favour." ^ Another 
circumstance influenced my choice. It is one of the 
calamities of authors to be sometimes compelled to 
expunge or modify their statements in obedience to 
the dedsions of critics — a calamity to which it must 
be painful to contribute. Now, the lively author 
seems to bint that nothing would induce him to aUer 
one sentence (fwkat he has written ! " 

I could here dilate with feeling on the difficulties 
of criticism, which have seated themselves in my. 

• Cm. Lit, i. Tii. » C. L,, ir. 361, v. 239, etc. 



„-„.„„,Goi.)^lc 



6 CDBiOSITIES OF LITBEATURB 

cHAiB like the ghost of Banquo ; but it would not 
become me to imitate the current practice of review- 
ing the notions of the reviewer, instead of reviewing 
the work proposed to be reviewed ™ — a practice 
for wbid) I find no authority in mj Critical Code. I 
dull tlierefore proceed to close this exordium ; and 
if I leave it to the sagacity of the reader to decide 
whether it be a narrative cAfctcttt or a mixture of 
fact und^tim — whether a fragment of some kiato- 
rical Twvel, or a specimen of the romance of hutory — 
I do so in full confidence that the numberless ad- 
mirers of the two latter species of compontion can 
distingui^ between Jitct aaAfdian at a glance t — 
It remains for me to declare to those to whom thex 
preseaU tkaU come greetinff, with what profound hu- 
mility I survey my attempts at illustration ; and to 
conjure them to accept what I have to offer, as a 
mere coup Savant to the banquet whidi the Athe- 
ttJEVS OF OUR AGE " has SO handscHuely provided. 



Art. I. — The original Ms. of the Code of 
Justinian discovered by I. D'Israeli, Esq., 
D.C.L. and F.S.A. 

" The original manuscript of Justinian's code uias dis- 
covered hy the Pisaas, accidentally/, when Aey tocA a ah/ 
in Calabria ; diat vast code of laws had been in a manner 
unknown from the time of that emperor. TTtit curious book 
was brought to Pisa; and when Pisa was taken by the 
Florentines, teas transferred to Florence, where it is still 
preserved." — I. D'Israeh.' 

>" Edinburgh Review, 1802-36, ipiirwm.+ Quarterly Review, 
ie09-36, tpartim. " Mitford, Prospectus, C.L. • C. L.i. 29. 
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ILLUSTRATED. 7 

It U not my intention b> engage in the wars be- 
tween the PisanB and the Florentines. The enterpriBe 
before me is of a lees hazardous nature. I am iJtio'ut 
to Bearch after the <ai^mil Ms. of the Code of Justi- 
oian, and to discusa the early history of the civil law. 

Hieee are not points of mere profession^ interests 
Blackstone, the encomiast of our own laws, describes 
an acquaintance with the civil law as an " omameDt 
to ih& at^olar, the divine, the statesman ;"< and Sir 
William Jones, whose comprehenmve mind embraced 
all the juridical wisdom of the West and of the East, 
declares it to be " the true source of nearly all our 
English laws, that are not of a feudal origin."^ 

I ebaH premise for the information of the uniniti- 
ated, whether graduates in civil law or otherwise, that 
the Corpus Juris Rohamo-civilis, or collection of 
Roman tnvil law, consists of four parts ; namely, the 
Institutes in four hooks, the Pandectg in fifty books, 
the Code in twelve books, and the N&beb, or latw 
edicts, etc.* 

- lyisraeli asserts that the Ms. of the Code of Justi- 
nian teas discovered by the Pitatu.—^ov, the Ms. ol^ 
tinned by the I^sans at the sack of AmaM in 1 ] 3o,' 
the event to which he obscurely alludes, was a Ma. of 
the Pandects.^ Whether, therefore, we take the word 
code in its peculiar sense as used by civilians, or in its 
extended sense, the assertion is manifeBtly erroneous. 

Not more tenable is the assertioQ that the Florentine 

■DisCDurae on Law, Oxford, 175*4to. p. 3. ■ Memoin, etc. 
1804. 4to. p. 308. ' Corpus Juris Civilia, Amstelodami, 1663. 
Fol. ' Pignotti, Hist, of Tuscany, 1323. Bvo. i. 284, ii. 90. 
• Breocmanni Historia Faadectarum, Trajecti ad JUienuni, 1722, 
4to. p. 3. 
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8 CUEIOSITIES OF LITERAT[7RE 

Ms. IB the oriffinaL — Toirentino, indeed, wben about 
to publish the text of this Ms., represented to Henry 
II. of France that he had recovered " ht urar/» tij^xa 
et original det PaneUctes ;"^ but the learned Torelli, 
who edited the volume in 1553, made no such churn 
fiw its prototype.* The very remote antiquity of this 
precious Ms. is incontrovertible. Mabillon and Fonta- 
nini believed it to he of the sixth century ;3 while the 
Mss. of the Pandects, which are preeerved in the rich- 
est (nsalpine depositaries, are chiefly of the fourteenth 
century.'" Brencman, however, denies its originality;'* 
and thus writes the learned Charles Butler : " Some 
have supposed that the Florentine manuscript is the 
autograph of the Pandects; Ibr this opinion there is 
no real grmmd or authority. " '* 

IVIsraeli further asserts, that vast code of laws had 
been in a manner unknown fiom the time of that em^ 
peror [Justinian]. — Sir James Mackintosh an ob> 
servant student on such topics, assures us that " the 
Roman law never lost its authority in the countries 
which formed the western empire."^' Without much in- 
clination to dive into the histories of the Lombards, 
the Franks, the Visigoths, etc, I shall endeavour to . 
establish the correctness of this latter statement It 
should be remembered that Justinian died in 565, 
and that the sack of AmalS took place in 1135. 
About the year 5S0 we find the validity of the Roman 

' Digestorvm libri L., Floreotiae, 15A3. Fol. Sig. f ii. ■ Ibid. 
Lecit. *BrencriianniH. F^, p. 11. " IIa«nel,Catt Libroium 
Mss. Galliae, etc. Lipaiae, 1830. 4(o. pp. 32, 261, 403, 485, 950, 
991, ele. " H, P., p. 8. "Horse JuridicK Subseciv*, 1804. 
8to. p. 63. '■ His(. of England, 1830. Sm. 8vo. i. 1T2. 
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ILLUSTRATED. 9 

law declared by Clotaire I^ King of the Franks ;'* and 
about 660 its continued validity is proved by the cu- 
rioua formulary of Marculfe;" Soon after that period 
Aldhelm, the faXher of men of lettere in England, 
enumerating to Hedda, a prelate of note, the sciences 
which occupied hie time in the school at Canterbury, 
mentions the Roman Jurisprudence.'^ We shall now 
leave Canterbury, and re-cross the straits of Dover. 
Between 712-44 Luitprand, King of the Lombards, a 
judicious legislative reformist, declared the exclusive 
validity of the Lombardic and Roman Zawa." About 
a century later Charlemagne and Loui&-le-D4honnmre 
expressly declared, in various capitularies, the validity 
of the Roman law;" and an edict of Cbarles-le- 
Chauve, dated in 864, contains the very remarkable 
declaration that the validity of the Roman law was never 
impaired by legislative ertactmenf^ In 962, in 1014, 
etc we find the Roman law cited as authoritative f^ 
and in 1 102 Imerio expounded it at Bologna" — which 
<nty afterwards became the most celebrated school of 
jurisprudence in Europe.** In civil law, two witnesses 
make a probatio plena; and I have produced more 
than thrice that number. Sir James Mackintosh, 
however, shall be heard once more. " It was indeed," 
says that learned juris ittiuusque doctor, " a most 

" C. von Savigny, Hist, of the Boman Law, by E. Cathcart, 
Ediob., 1329. Sto.!. no. i* Ibid. i. 111. -t-Foncelet.Biog. Univ., 
jiivi. 622. " Henry, Hist, of Great Britain, 1768-93. 8vo. iv. 
14.+Droughton, Biog. Brit, pp. 91-2. " Savigny, H. R. L., i. 
1 14. + Siamondi, Biog. Univ., xxy. 408-9. >* Savigny, H. R. 
L.i.ni. "Ibid.i.161. "Tbid.i. 147, ISa. " Pig- 
nolti, H. T., ii. 92. " Ibid. ii. ftT. 

b5 
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10 CURIOSITIES OF LITEEATURE 

imprtAable mppontion, that a manuscript found at tlie 
sack of Amalfi, and not adopted by public autbority* 
should suddenly prevail over all oUier laws in tbe 
greater part of Europe."** 

I shall now pass sentence. That a D. C. L. and 
F. S. A. should confound the Code of Justinian with 
the Pandects ; that he should have so imperfect an ac- 
quaintance with the rules of evidence as to pronounce 
the Florentine Ms. to be ^ original; that he should 
describe the Roman law as tK a mauHer unknown 
while it prevailed over a considerable portion of 
Europe; are circumstances which, subject to the right 
of appeal, are henceforth to be numbered with the 
(EEuru^itttd of ftittratvrt. 

•,* Our new Illustrator cUngs to his D.CL. — He 
admits his error as to tbe amtentt of the Florentine 
Ms. — an error which he discovered on the arrival of 
my volume at Bradenham House — but thinks it * may 
be fairly styled an or'yinaV I cannot concede even 
that pointy for a doubtful circumstance should never 
be stated positively. He intimates that I was not 
aware of the distinction between the laws of Justinian 
and the Roman law. The tUstinction is perfectly oIk 
vious ; but I could not argue on the code, which is not 
contained in the Florentine Ms. — nor on the pandects, 
which he had not mentioned. I undertook, therefore, 
to prove the continued validity of the Roman law. 
He asks, *' Who denies it ?" I answer, it was gene- 
rally denied till the late researches of Savigny — which, 
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as Sir James Mackintosh declareB, " have merited the 
gratitude of Europe'* He states that I had churned 
a profound acguaijU<mce with the civil law ! This is 
one of his coDrenient fictions. No such acquiuntance 
was claimed — nor was it requisite, to enable me to 
cope with such an opponent. 



Art. II. — The Bayeux Tapestry, and the 
royal operative — a splendid flim-fiam /' 

" Otho \_Odon'], the hUhep at the Norman invasion, in 
the topeatr^ worked by Matilda the queen of WiUiam the 
Conqueror, is represented with a mace in hit hand, for the 
purpose that when he despatched his antagonist He might 
not spill blood, btU only break his bones ! Seliffion lias 
had her quibbles as well as law." — I. D'Israeli.* 

The Bayeux TapeOry^ as we denominate it, is a 
piece of hangiiig which belongs to the cathedral church 
of Bayeux. Its origin has not been ascert^ned ; but 
it is, undeniably, the most ancient monument of its 
class in existence. 

This extraordinary relic of imitative art represents 
the conquest of England by William, Duke of Nor- 
mandy, in the year 10fi6. It is worked with colour- 
ed worsted on a brownish linen cloth; and is nine- 

' The author intendt to re-examine hit coUectitmt on the Biry- 
evx Tttpettry, and to melhodiie the retultt. He propotes to con- 
ader iti history, the uena which it represents, the tradition ai- 
laehed to it, and the evidence of its origin. He is gratified by 
the approbation bettoued on his frit eaay — vihirh has been tram- 
lated into French bi/ M. Jtihinal. ' C. L., i. 346. 
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teen incheB in height by about two hrmdred and 
twenty-gix Jeet in length, without eeam. One third of 
the height is chiefly occupied by bordere. The tale 
is told in a succession of scenes, which commence with 
the departure of Harold from the court of Edward, and 
terminate with the battle of Hastings. The scenes 
are divided as in andent sculpture, and &e subject of 
each scene is indicated by a short Latin inscription. 
The colours are not proper ; but are so varied as to 
answer the purpose of light andshade.^ 

The public are indebted to the zeal and liberality of 
the Society of Antiquaries of London for the best 
engraved copy of this Tapestry. In 1816 they de- 
puted the admirable Charles Stothard to make draw- 
ings of it,* and be laid the entire series before the 
Society in 1819." The engravings, which united 
would extend nearly seventy feet, are executed by 
Basire; are coloured in imitation -of the Tapestry; 
and form the most curious and attractive portion of the 
Vetvsta Monvmenta." The intended letter-press, 
however, has not made its appearance I Surely with 
our venerable Saxon Chronicle, and our Domesday- 
Book; with the prose of Guillame de Poitiers, Guil- 
laume de Jumieges, Ingulph, Eadmer, Orderic Vital, 
and William of Malmsbury; with the verse of Guy of 

■ The Tapestry of Dayeux. C. A. Stothard del. J. Basire 
sculp. \1 folio plates. 1 819-23.+ Hnd son Gumej, Archaeologia, 
xriii. 359, etc. * Mrs. C. S., Meraoiis of C. A. Slothard , 1823. 
BvD. p. 318. ' C. A. S., Arcbaeologiii, xix. 184. ' *La Tapis- 
lerie de Sin/eiu:, drawn and eognved by M. Sanscmetti, has recently 
appeared at Paris in 34 folio plates. He Kale i» diat of Mr. . 
Stothard. 
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Amiens, Geofiroy Gaimar, Benott de Sunte-More, 
and Mestre Wace ; and wil^ all the aide to be derived 
from ancient laws, charters, and deeds — from archi- 
tectural remains, monumental effigies, coins, sealsi 
illuminations, etc — a satisfactory description of it 
would be practicable. 

To obviate further delay, I advise the appointment 
of a committee for the purpose ; and shall propose as 
members Thomas Amyot, Esq, Sir Henry ElliB, 
Alfred John Kempe, Esq., Sir Frederic Madden, 
and Sir Samuel Rush Meyrick— irith M. Floquet of 
Rouen as correspondant pottr fanciame province de Nor- 



In tiie interim, I shall undertake an examination of 
the tradition which ascribes the Tapestry to Queen 
Matilda; advert to the internal evidence of,itB anti- 
quity; submit a new conjecture on its origin; and 
conclude with an illustration of the martial achieve- 
ment of Bishop Odon. 

M. I'Abb^ de la Rue, Ckanoiru Hmoraire de Bay' 
eux, assures us that the Tapestry is first mentioned in 
an inventory of the treasures of the church in 1369 ; 
and that the item contains no allusion to Matilda.^ 

The existence of the Tapestry in 1476 is proved by 
an inventory of that date, on which we possess more 
circumstantial information. I shall transcrihe the 
preamble of it, and the item in question : — 

" luTenlure des joyaulx, capses, reiiquiaira, ornemens, tentes, 
parenieiii, liTres, & auties biecs apaitenaoa ^ I'E^lise Nostre- 

' Recherchea sur la Tapisieri« de Ba^eux, Caen, 1824- ln-4. 
pp. 44, 48. 
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Dune de Bayens ; Se en icelle troav^e, veus &. Tisit^ par vene- 
mblei &, dUcRtes penoones M»«tre (iuillauine de CastiUon 
Archidiacre des VeU, & Nicole Michiel Fabriquicr, Chanomes de 
ladite ^lise, & ce d^putez & commU en Chapitre general de 
ladite %1ue, tend & c^ebri aprte la Feste de Sainct Rsvent & 
Sainct Rasiph en Tan mil quatre cent septante xii, Ires Reverend 
Pare en Dieu Moos. I<oys de Harecourt Patriarche de Jenualem 
lors Ev^ue, ficc. 

Ensuivent pour le quint Chapitre les teotea, tapia, cortines, pa- 
remens des Auteia .& autrea drapa de saye pour parer le cueur 
aux Feates Solennelles, trouv^s & gard^ en revestiaire de ladicte 
EglU.. 

Item. Une tente tiea loi^aa & etroite de telle i broderie de 
jrmages & eserpteaulx [escripteaulx f] Sumus representation dn 
Coaqueat d'Anglelerre, laquelle est lendue environ la nef de 
1' Eglise le jour Sc pat les octaves des Reliquea.'" 

This inTcatoiy was drawn up with extreme care ; 
tbe compilation of it occupying several days. Tlie 
Caoons state that they wrote it in French "pourpltu 
daire ^Jbmiliere detignaHon desdita joywHx, omemens 
4 autres biens ^ de leurs circonstances ;" and 
sud), we may be sure, were their inatructions. In 
conformity widi their plan of recording the circon- 
ttancea of the vaiious articles, they describe " dmx 
teiUea de laine batues a fil d'or," as the " don du patri- 
arche de Jerusalem ;" they describe " ung mantel 
duqnel, amme on dit, le Due Guillaume estoit vestu 
quand il ^pousa la Ducesse ;" and they describe 
" ung autre mantel duquel, amtme Fen dit, la Ducesse 
estoit vestue quand elle epousa le Due Guillaume." 
Thus it appears that MM. les Chanoines, not satis- 

M^moirej de I'Acad^ie Soyale dee Inscriptions, 
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fied with recording factE, record even traditions of the 
credibility of which, as vena-abks et discretes perMomut, 
they felt bound to intimate their suBpicioaa — yet, dear 
aa was the memory of William and Matilda, are silent 
on the asserted tradition when they describe an article 
of so much interest as the teate du amquett d'Jngleterre! 
In accordance with the soundest printnples of critiinsm, 
it may be concluded that no such tradition then existed. 
We must pass over two centuries and a half before 
we can obtain a second glimpse of the Tapestry. In 
1569 the Calvinists committed the most lamentable 
devastations in the cathedral of Bayeux. llie Bi^op, 
in his report on the occasion, mentioned the presei^ 
vatioD of some tapestry, and the loss of " une tapis- 
serie de fprande valenr" — but did not allude to the 
T^>eetry in question.^' In 1588 De Bourgueville 
gave a description of the cathedral of Bayeux ; its cu- 
rious central tower, its lofty spires, its flying but- 
tresses, its matchless clock, and musical chimes — 
hut did not allude to the Tapestry.'^ In 1631 Du 
Moulin," and in 1646 lyAnneville," both Normans, 
-chronicled the conquest of England — without alluding 
to the Tapestry ; and M. de la Rue declares that be 
had read over the immense collections on the ecclesi- 
astical and literary antiquities of Normandy formed by 
Du Monstier, who died in 1662, without discovering 
the least trace of it'-'* In 1705 Hennant, Curide 

' M. Beziers, Hist. Sommaira de Bayeax, Caeo, 1773. In-lS. 
p. 3, eic. '" R«cberches des Antiquitez de Neustrie, Caen, 

1588. Iii-4. p. 56. " Hist, de Normandie, Rouen, 1031 . 

In-fol. pp. 163-92. " InTeslaire de I'Hist. de Noimandie. 

Roueo, 1646. In-4. pp. 64-70. " S. T. B., p. 51 
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Maltot, who wrote at the command of Uie Bishop of 
Bayeux, published a portioD of the history of that dio- 
cese.'* He pointed out that we were indebted to 
Wace for some remarkable particulars relative to the 
expedition of WilKam ;■* fumiEdied a very ample ac 
count of Odon;*^ noticed the Jour det Beliques qui 
tombe toufotirs k premier jour de JuiSet;'^ and even 
cited various precious articles from the inventory of 
1476i8_but did not alhide to the Tapestry ! It would 
be difficult to account for the silence of these writers, 
if we assume the existence of the tradition within the 
period. 

On the death of M. Foucault in 1721, a drawing 
of near forty feet of the Tapestry was foun^ in his col- 
lection. It became the property of M. de Boze, who. 
was well qualified to appreciate it ; but made it over 
to M. Lancelot.'" M. Foucault had been Intendawt de la 
gineraiite de Caen — apparently in the years 1688-1704. 
He was an active add sagacious antiquary : ''> II luy 
est arriv^ plus d'une fois," writes M. de Boze, " d'ap- 
prendre aux habitants d'une ville ou d'une province, 
^iU poisidoient des momimetttx sinffuliers, austpiela its He 
faiaoieiU auaine aitaition."*° M. Lancelot was a perfect 
enthusiast in research— the very model of an anti- 
quary : " peraonne ne I'^galoit," says the same esti- 
mable writer, " pour I'exactitude des dates, & le detail 
des circonatances de tous Us evenemena publics ou particu- 
liers."'^ But M. Foucault missed the honor of having 

" Histoire ia dioc^ de Bayeux, Caen, 170A. In.-4. 

" Ibid. p. 196. " Ibid. pp. 130-50. " Ibid. p. 194. 

" Ibid. p. 352. '• M. A. I. vi. 739. " Ibid. v. 401. 
" Ibid. xvi. 268. 
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pointed out the value of this numitment tinffulier ; snd 
M. Lancelot, when he composed an academical me- 
moir on the drawing in 1724, had not ascertained 
irhetlier it represented a basso-reHevo, or a fresco, or 
stained glass, or tapestry — or where the monument 
itself was preaerved.** 

Father Montfoucon, who had composed an explar 
nation of the same fragment, was more successful. 
About the year 1728, he obtained from Bayeux the 
information which he so ardently desired ; and des- 
patched M. Antoine Benoit to make a drawing of the 
entire Tapestry, with directions de tie rien chancer dans 
le go&t de la peintuTe. *' M. l.ancelot, on receiving 
information of the discovery,, secured a qualified cor- 
respondent at Bayeux ; and both the wtiquaries com- 
pleted their learned illustrations in 1780. ** 

It is now obvious that we must have recourse to 
Father Montfaucon and M. Lancelot for the earlUat 
statements of the tradition — statements not recorded 
till more than idx centuries after the conquest ; and as 
tradition is the onli/ authority for the ascription of the 
Tapestry to Matilda, it becomes us to examine the 
statements in question attentively — and to endeavour 
to form a just estimate of their credibility. I shall 
transcribe them verbatim ; with the addition of that 
of Sir Joseph Aylofie, who cites as hie vouchers the 
French antiquaries : — 

" L'ophuon conrmurK ik Bayeux est, que a fut la Reine Ma- 
thitde femme de Guillaame le Conquerant, qui \ajitfam. [savoir, 

" Ibid. Ti. 739. ** MoQumens de la Monarchie Frau^oise, 
i. 371, ii. 3. « ibid. ii. 1, etc.-|-M. A. I., viii. 603, en. 
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U UpiMerie.] Cette opinion qai paue pom tow tradUioti dans le 
pajis, n'a rien que d^Jbrt vnatembUibie.'' 

Dom Beman] de MontlaucoD— 1730." 

" 1a mime tradition qui a iaani ^ ce monument le uom de 

Toilette du Due Gaillaume, wut atuoi qtie te loU MathJIde on Ma- 

haut de Flandrei, Reine d'Angteterre Duchesse de Normandie, 

femme de ce Prince, gtd Vmt fiuue eUe-mimt tmec tetfemtaei." 

M, Lancelot— 1730, » 
" The Conquest of England by William the Norman . . . 
was, bf command at queen Matilda, repreiented in painting ; and 
fterwardg, by ber cam handt and the auiilance of the ladiet of 
her court, worked in arraa, and prciented to the cathedral at 
Biyeux, [dc] where it is stilt preserved." 

Sir Joseph Ayloffe, Baronet, V.P A.S. etc.— 1770. " 

The juxtaposition of these extractB forms no con- 
temptible illustration of the nature of tradition ; of 
its curious transformations — and of the occasional 
rapidity of its growth. Father Montfaucon, be it 
observed, echoes the sentiments of the monks of 
Saint- Vigor, who could have no motive to under- 
value the tradition ; yet he expresses himself very 
cautiously. M. I^ancelot, who wrote on the autho- 
rity of his correspondent at Bayeux, is much more 
explicit He informs us that the Tapestry was 
called La Toilette du Due Guillaume —hut apeaka 
with no confidence of the operative ardour of Ma- 
tilda. Now, it is certain that the inhabitaBts of 
Bayeux, at this veiy perio(^ ascribed almost every 
monument of antiquity an Due Guillaume.^ 1 
reluctantly criticise Sir Joseph AylofTe — the able 

» M. M. F., ii. a. " M. A. I., viii. 605. " Archaeo- 

logia, iii. 186. "F. Flnquei, Contes populaires de Bayeui, 
Rouen, 1634. In-S. p. 30. 
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Vice-Frestdent of our Society of Antiquaries; but it 
is unavoidable. Writing only forty yesrs after Mont- 
faucon and Lancelot, and citing no other authorities, 
he advances an assumption for every ten words in his 
paragraph I 

The tradition as current about the year 1730, and 
its variations, have now been sufficiently discussed ; 
but an apposite anecdote may not be unwelcome, 
after this argumentative detaiL There remiuned at 
that period, in tiie Abbey of St St^hen at Caen, a 
fresco portr^t of William ; which the monks, on the 
authority of traditioK, believed to be coeval with that 
monarch; Father Mont&ucon declared it to be of 
later date by more than three cattioHes .'*^ 

On a review of this evidence, 1 am tempted to 
conclude with the learned historian and critic M. 
Daunou, *' que Topinion qu'on a con9ue a Bayeux 
de I'origine de cette tapisserie, est, comme la plupart 
des traditions locales de cette espece, denuee de tout 
fandement et incapable de su^torter un examen sS- 
rieux"^ 

The rejection of the tradition is no denial of the 
antiquity of the Tapestry; and we may therefore 
advert to the question of its internal evidence. M. 
Lancelot pronounced it to be coeval with the con- 
quest before he wa3 aware of the tradition : " habits, 
armes, caracteres de lettres, omements, gout dans 
les figures representees, tout," says that experi- 
enced antiquary, " sent le si6cle de Guillaume le 
Conquerant, ou celuy de ses enfants."'' Mr. Hud- 

» M. M. F,, i. 403. " Journal des Sa»ans, 1826. p. 698. 



D,™),prib,Google 



so CURIOSITIES OF LITERATURE 

Bon Gumey,** Mr. Stotbard,^ and M. Delauneyi^ 
have expressed Bimilar opitiioDs. This point r^ 
quires considerate examination. Propriety of cos- 
tume is not always dedstve of the coeval execution 
of a monumenL It may have been the result of 
choice, or of the propensity of inferior artistB to copy 
tlie works of their predecessors. Before we subscrihe 
to the opinion of M. Lancelot^ it should be made 
evident that the costume of tibe Tapestry is exclu- 
sivelif that of the period to which it relates, and 
that the artist represented the costume of his own 
times. Now, we cannot dedde on the correctness of 
the costume of the monument without the means of 
comparison — which we very imperfectly possess ; 
but its partial conformity with t)ie illuminations in 
the Ms. of Petro D'Ebulo — the resemblance of the 
casques and shields to those on the medals of the 
Norman conqueror of Sicily — the built of the vessels, 
with their steering paddles — the very sparing use of 
the chevron ornament — the absence of pointed archi- 
tecture, of plate armour, and of armorial bearings — 
are no doubt remarkable indicarions of the antiquity 
assigned to it On the other hand, if iUvmincOors 
chiefly represented the costume of their own times," 
(an argument relied on by some antiquaries in whose 
opinions it would give me pleasure to acquiesce,) I 
doubt if we should extend that conclusion to the 
Tapettry ; in which instance the elaborate nature of 
the composition, and the intelligence contained in the 

•* Arcbaeologia, xviii. 3,19-70. " Ibid. xi«. 184-91, 

" Originede laTapisserie de Bayeui, Caen, 1624. In-4. p. 11. 
" J. Strutt, R«gal Antiquities, 1777. 4to. p. 5. 
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inscriptionB, clearly point out the Buperintendeoce of 
some learned peraoa — who most probably was qua- 
lified to direct the operatives as to the coBtume of the 
period. It is observable that Harold is called Dux 
previously to the scene of his coronation ; afterwards, 
Rex. WilUam, whose coronalion forms no part of 
the pictorial tale, is called Dux; never Rex. This 
evinces a de«re to avoid anachronisms — and is not 
erroneous costume an anachronism P 
. I have promised a new cokjectube on the ori^n 
of the Tapestry ; and I venture to submit, in oppo- 
sition to divers fomiidahle chiefe of antiquarian lore, 
that it was executed after the union of Normandy 
with France — and at the expense ofihe Chapter. 

Caradoc of Llancarvan^ ^ and the Saxon annalists, 
describe William L as the conqueror of England f but 
be was too pofitic a prince to assume the title of the 
Conqueror^ — and in Domeaday-Book it is constantly 
said of him, postquam venit in Angliam^after he 
came into England.^ It seems, therefore, impro- 
bable that a monument of the conquest should be 
publicly exhibited. On the union of Normandy with 
France in 1204, *° the impohcy of such an exhi- 
bition would cease ; and the Tapestry must have 
gratified the Normans (which it still does) as a me- 
morial of the prowess of their ancestors, and as an 
intimation of the importance of their province to 

" The Hiatoiie of Cambria, 1 564. 4to. p. lOS. " Saion 

Chronicle, [b; Anna Gumey] 1619. 8vo. pp. 309, 326, 239. 
" Rep. on Public Recorda, 1800. Fol. App. a *. « H. 

EUia, Geo. Int. to Domesday-Book, 1817. 4to p. J69. •■ Vide 
Depping, Hist, de la Nonnandie, Rouen, 183S. Id-8. ii. 452, etc. 
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France. We will inquire how this notion accords 
with other circumatsnces. Mettre Wace, a Canon of 
Bayeux, who wrote a metrical account of the conquest 
shout the year 1160,*' gives it asa reporttbat Harold 
swore on the relics at Bayeux.** In the tapestbt it 
is stated positively. If it had been in existence, 
could Wace hare doobted its authority? TTiia oir- 
cumstance alone forcibly argues a posterior date; 
but other similar instances of discrepancy could be 
named. The cathedral of Bayeux was burned in 
1160;** and Philippe de Harcourt, who then held 
the bishopric, expended immense sums in its reatora- 
tioB.** If the Tapeetry bad been acquired m Us 
time, would not the circoiutanee have been stated in 
the inventory which was submitted to hia descendant 
Louis de Harcourt P The successor of Philippe de 
Harcourt was Henry de Beaumont * He had held 
the deanery of Salisbury, and was an Enfflis/tnuaU'^ 
He certunly could not consider auch a manorial as a 
suitable ornament to his church; and he filled the 
see till 1205 — the period for which I contend as that 
of the moit remote antiquitt/ of (he Tapestry. 

If the Tapeatry waa executed after the vniott of 
Nffrmandy with France, it is clear that the deviser 
endeavoured to preserve the coatume which prevailed 
at the conquest ; but overaigbtB might be committed. 
Guillaume de Poitiers strlea the combined invading 
army Normanni :*^ the Tapestry always has Franci. 

" BrkI, Hist. Litl^raiie deta France, xiii. Sieietc.+LeRonun 
de RoUfRoaen, 182T. 2 toI. in-8. ii. I(i6,eic. " Ibid. ii. 113. 
*• De la Rue, R. T. B., p. 51. « Hermant, H. D. B., p. 

176. « Hetmant, H. D. B., p. ir7.+Le Nere, fatU E. A., 
1716. Fol. p. 262. « H. N. S. A., p. 201, etc. 
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I consider this aa an oversight — and indicative of 
die period at which the monument was executed. 
If tile tp^atives were ever allowed to act with- 
out control, I conceive it would be in the omB» 
ments, oad forms of the letters. Now, the Jablei 
which occar in the borders are euspieioua drcum- 
stances; but tlie letters afford more tangible evidence. 
They are unlike those on the seals of our Kings of 
die Nonuan line ; *' but perfectly resemble those aa 
(be seal of Henry de Beaumont, and on various Nor- 
man seals of the thirteenth century.** 

Antiquaries of undisputed eminence — Montfau- 
con, Lancelot^ Lethieullier, Ducarel, Visconti, De la 
Rue, Amyot^ etc. — assume tbe Tapestry to have 
been a gift. — I believe it to have been provided at 
■ fft« EXPENSE OF THE CsAFTER ; but, reserving for 
future exhibiticm the plane, elevations, sections, and 
detfdls of tJiie new edifice — I substitute a series of 
rude sketches of it 

Various circumstances tend to prove that the 
Tapestry was not a gift. 1. The inventories of 
1S69 and 1476 do not notice it as a ffijl; a circort- 
stance which could scarcely have been omitted. 
9. The monument itself contains no such indication. 
Now, the crown presented by Odon bore an in- 
scription ; the table presented by Louis de Harcourt 
bore ah inscription ; asd the Tapestry presented by 
Leon Conseil contained his portrait*^ S. It has not 
the splendour of a gift. Crowns, crosses, shrines, 

^^ Appendix to Repocts on lUcords, 1819. Fol. No. 35, etc 
** Recueil de Sceaux Monoandg, Caen, 1834.' Fltmche, iii. Nos, 
4 & 5, etc. * M. Beiien, H. S. B., pp. 39, 45, & Adv. 4. 
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chalices, etc of gold and silver, and Testments em- 
broidered in gold and silver, were the articles id 
reqnest.^ 4. It was even inferior to other articles 
of its class. It is said of Dame I^viet, embroi- 
derer to William and Matilda, facit 'aurijritium ,•*• 
and the deux tenia which Louis de Harcourt pre- 
sented to hia church were worked A jU. (for** — 
but the fente in question is of the plainest mate- 
rials. 5. The furniture of this description required 
in cathedrals and abbies seems to have been 
usually provided at the cost of those establishments : 
the monks of Saint-Riquier received a piece of 
tapestry in feodal payment onxaaBy .'^ 6. If it had 
been a gift — if it bad not been devised within the 
precincts of a church — it could not have escaped 
female influence: it could not have contained and 
indications of celibatic superintendence. It ia not 
without its domestic and festive scenes,' and com- 
prises, exclusive of the borders, about ^tie handred 
and thirty figures — but in this number there are 
only three females I 

I beheve the Tapestry to have been provided at 
Hie expense of the Chapter — because it bears decided 
marks of loealitTf. 1. The size of it denotes its 
special purpose. According to Ducarel, it reaches 
exactly round the nave of the church of Bayeux.** 2. 
The time of its exhibition has the same tendency. 
It was not exhibited on the amiiversary of the death 

•• Sttion Chronicle, 1819. 8to. pp. 210, 215, STl, etc. 
" Domesday-Book, 74 a 2. »* De la Rue, R. T. B., p. 49. 

" Bullet, Dissertations, Paris, llTl. In-12. p. 279. " Anglo- 
Norman Antiquities. 1767. Fol. p. 79. 
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of 'William or Matilda, but on the Jour des Reliqites — 
which it behoved the Chapter to celebrate with the 
utmost solemnity. Now Odon, iu addition to the 
gigantic crown which adorned the Jiave, had present- 
ed the church with several very valwaMe reliquarieg, 
which were preserved till the fatal year 1562 j** and 
as Odon is conspicuous on the Tapestry, it was 
suitable to the occasion. 3. Two prelates accom- 
panied the armament of William ; Geofiroy, Bishop 
of Coutances — and Odon, Biahop of Bayeux.^ 
Geofiroy, who was of noble family, and of vast 
property and influence," is not named in the 
Tapestry; but Odon is tvnee named, and is intro- 
duced on the most important occasions — at the 
council in which the invasion of England was re- 
solved on, at that which was held soon after the 
army landed, and 'at a critical moment of the battle 
of Hasttnga. 4. The expedition of William and 
Harold into Bretagne, is but an episode in the 
history of the conquest of England. GuiUaume de 
Jmnieges scarcely bestows ten words on it"^ Guil- 
laume de Poitiers is more communicative ;^ but the 
Tapestry records circumstances of it not elsewhere 
noticed.^ This admits of explanatioD : the army, on 
its return, halted at Bayeux; and the warriors no 
doubt recounted their adventures — the memory of 
which was preserved by tradition. 5. A view of 

" Hermant, H. D. B., p. 131. " G. de Poitiers, Historiae 
NormaiiDomn scriptores antiqTi, Lvteliae, lfll9. Fol. p. !01. 
" O. Vital, Ibid. p. 523. + Domesda;-Book, 67 b 2, 102 a 1, etc. 
" H. H. S. A,, p. 885, " Ibid. p. 101, eic. " laucelot, 
M.A.I.,Tiii.614. 
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MoDt-Saint-Michel is introduced ia this episode; 
but DO event occurs t« require it. This circum- 
stance also admits of explanation ; for the priory of 
Saint-Vigor, which was rebuilt by Odon, had re- 
ceived its inmates from Mont-Saint^Michel — and the 
Domination of its Abbot was one of the rights of the 
Bieliop of Bayeux.*^ 6. Harold swore fidelity to 
WiUiam. He gwore on relics — which William aftei^ 
wards carried about him at the battle of Hastings.^ 
But where did the ceremony take place? Guillaume 
de Poitiers, who was Chaplain to the Conqueror — 
Guillaume de Poitiers, who received his account of 
the event from eye-witnesses — aasm^s us that it took, 
place at BoitneviUefi" The deviser of the Tapestry is 
pleased to claim the honor for Sat/eux. 7. Gnil- 
laume de Poitiers intimates that Harold was con- 
ducted to Sauen after the expedition into Bretagne — 
and states positively that William retained bim some 
time as his guest^ In the Tapestry, the return of 
Harold to England immediately follows the ceremony 
at Bayeux.' 8. M. d'Anville cites as the ancient 
names of Bayeux — B^ocasses, Civitas Bajocassium, 
and Bajocse.^ The Tapestry has mic willelh' 
venit: BABiAa — which M. Lancelot remarks he had 
not met with elsewhere.^ The Eolver plate found 
near Derby in 1729, proves that boqis was some- 
times used at Bayeux.^ 9. It has been said, whence 

" M. Beiiers, H. S. de B. p. 129. ■ G. de Poitiers, H. N. 
S. A., p. 301. " Ibid. p. 191. " Coadunate ad BonamTJllam 
coDsilio, illic Heraldus ei fidelitatem Bancto rim Christianorum 
iurauii." ** Ibid. p. 192. " Notice de I'aDcieiiDe Gaale, 
Paris, 1760. In.^. pp. 82-4. " M. A. I., viii. 626. " W. 
Stukeley, Account of a Silver Plate, 1736. 4to. p. 5. 
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came the Saxon tenns alpotfa and ceabtra?^ 
Iliis new hypothesis solves the difficulty. The 
Saxon language preruled at Bayeuz; where traces 
of it are Btill discorerable.® 10. There are only 
fifteen persons named in the Tapestry; eleven per- 
sons of historical celebrity, such as Edward, Harold, 
William, etc — Elfgiva, a female^-and three per- 
sons unknown to iame, Turold, Wadard, and Vitai 
The brilliant names commonorated by Guillaume 
de Poitiers,'^ were less attractive to the deviser 
tiaa. those of Turold, Wadard, and Vital — names 
familiaT to the inhabitatOi of Bayeux. This asser- 
tion requires proo& — but Elfgiva is entitkd to pre- 
cedence. William promised to bestow one of his 
daughters on Harold;^* She is represented beneath 
the inscription iBLFOTVA — but Elfgiva was not her 
name. Emma, daughter of Richard L of Nor- 
mandy,T' and mother of Edward the Confessor,'^ is 
s<Hnetimes called by the Saxon annalists, Elfyiva 
Eoima.'* El^iva, therefore, whatever Florence of 
Wprcester may assert,^" seems to have been an ap- 
pellation of honor — a point which I submit to our 
Saxonists. But why was the name of the betrothed 
omitted ? Could it not be ascertained ? <tt was it so 
familiar as to be deemed superfluous P I apprehend 
the laUer to have been the case : she was the dame 

•■ Afchaeologia, iviii. 100, 102.+xii. 199, 204. «• F. Plu- 
quet, Esaai biilorique sut Bayeux, Caen, 18iD. In-B. p. g. 
™ H. N. S. A., pp. 202-3. " G. de Jumifeges, Ibid. p. 285. 
" G. de Jurai^es, Ibid. p. 247. " Saxon ChroDJcle, by 

Ingram, 1823. 4to. p. 212. " Ibid. pp. 175, 212, 232. 

" Ibid. p. 175. 

C 2 
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par excellence — she was buried, and was amaiaUy com- 
memorated, at Bayeux.^* — ttrold appears as a name j 
but it is doubtful to whicb figure it applies.^ The 
name was not imconmion. One Turold had been 
tutor to William, but died some years before the con- 
quest.'* Another Turold succeeded Odon in the see 
of Bayeux f^ and I conjecture that the Turold named 
owes that honor to some relationship with the pre- 
late. Ralph, a son of Turold, held some pleiaant 
sitet in Kent under Odon*" — an additional proof of 
the connexion of the name with Bayeus. — ric : est: 
WADARD : appears over the figure of a man armed 
and mounted. Mr. Douce and M. de la Rue consi- 
dered him as a centinel /*' I take him to have been the 
chief commissary of the army. Wadard, a name which 
does not occur in the Domesday survey as a tenant 
before the conquest, obt^ned six messuages at 
Dover^the gifi of Odon.** He also held lands 
under Odon in various parts of Kent, in Oxfordshire, 
iu Lincolnshire, etc*' In Lincolnshire alone he is 
nine times called homo episcopi baiocensis = the 
homager of the Bishop of Bageuxfi* — hic: willelm : 
Dvx intehkogat: vital: si vidisset exebcitv ha- 
ROLDi = Here Duke WiUiam asks Vital if he had dis- 
covered the army of Harold. This is a remarkable 
scene, and relates to a circumstance recorded in 
history. William himself made a reconnussaace 

" DeURne,R.T.B.,p.S6. " Lancelot, M.A.I., n T33. 
" G. de Jumitges, H. N. S. A., p. 268. " 0. Vital, Ibid, 
p. 765. ^ Domesday-Book, 6 a 1, 7 a 2, etc. " AK-haeo- 
logia, xrii, 103. ** Domesday -Book, 1 a 1. ** Ibid. 6 a 3, 
7 b 1, etc. 155 b 2, 156 a 1, etc. ** Ibid. 34! pmm. 
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soon after hie arriTal at Pevensey ;*' and despatched 
Bome approved knights on a second reconnaissance.*'^ 
Vital, we may presume, was one of the approved 
knights. He obtained lands in Kent under Odon,^ 
and was witness to a charter of Odon in 109S.^ But 
why was he introduced in preference to the renovraed 
warriors enumerat«d by Guillaume de Poitiers, Orde- 
ric Vital, Mestre Wace, and Benoit de Ssinte-More ? 
I conjecture that he was a relative of the Vital of 
saintly eminence who died in 1119 — in whose name 
miracles are Bud to have been performed — and who 
was bom near, and is celebrated in the cartulary of the 
church of, Bayeux.* 

I cheerfully approach a question of easier solution, 
Is Odon represented with a mace in his hand ? He 
did not bear a mace at the battle of Hastings ; nor is 
he so represented. 

Guillaume de Poitiers, writing soon after the con- 
quest, assures us that Odon never bore arms ; "* and 
Mestre Wace shall testify that he was not armed on 
the occasion in question : — 

" Sot on cheval tot blanc a^eit, 
Tote la gent le congnaiaseit, 
Ud baaton teneit en ion poing ; 
U & T^it li grant besoiog, 
Foseit li chevaliers torner, 
£ It les laseit aireater; 

" G. de Pcutien, H. N. S. A., p. 199. " G. de Poitiers, 

Ibid. p. 201. " Domesday-Boolt, 10 a 1. " De la Rue, 

R.T. B., p.57. ■ Hermant, H. D. B.,pp. 185-fi. "" "Anna 
Deque moait vnquBni, neque voluit moueri : valde tamen timen- 
do« annatis." H. N. S. A., p. 209. 
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Sorent le* fa»ettusailliT, 
£ sovent In faseit f^tir."*' 
Ab the French of Mestn Wace ia not identieal with 
that of MM. lea quaranie, I shall furnish an imitation 
of the ahore lines — alheit the poetic light of the doer 
shinelh feintiy : — 

" Monnted oo a railk-^ite steed, 
Odon spoke to every eye; 
Snitl he rode wb«re moat wu need, 
A staff in band — he bean it high, 
Aod he checks each heartless koigbt. 
Each knight incites to face the foe, 
Onw&rd to move — not think of Right — 
But p'Bsp the lance— ordeal the blow 1"** 
On this point the chronicler and the artist coindde. 
Odon is represented In the Tapestry as well-mounted 
— but not on a war-horse. He wears a suit of gam- 
beson — not the armour of a combatant He wears 
indeed a casque — hut has neither javelin nor shield. 
The inBcription is ere . ono eps : bacvlv tenens : 
coNFORTAT pvERos — which Mr. Sharon Turner will 
permit me to translate Here Bishop Odon bearing a 
STAFF eitcimraget the young soldiers. B' Now, the staff 
borne by Odon is of the same deecription as that which 
Duke William bears when he questions Vital on the 
result of his recmmaiisance ; when he addressee the 
soldiers previous to the onset ; and when he endear- 
vours to shame the ^gitives. It is clearly a bdton de 
commandement. Father Mont&ucon, who had borne 
arms in early life,"* calls it a b&ton ;^ M. Delauney 

_ " R. R., ii. 220. " E Mm. Comeianis. " Vide Du 

Cange, in voce puer. " Weiss, Biog, Uuiv., xxlx, 536. 

» M. M. F., ii. 23. 
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of Bayeux caUe it a bSbm ;^ and M. de la Rue ex- 
pressly calls it a bdion de cammmdement.^ The wea- 
pons which certain antiquaries are pleased to con- 
dder as maees, are what Ouillaume de Poitiers calls 
sjuu LI6NIS iMPosiTA >■ s stones vith wooden handles 
— and were chiefly used as miml&i. 

Tliis must positively be the terminuM, on the present 
occasion, of my Anglo-Norman researches and conjec- 
tures. Having detpatched the premises of D'Israeli, I 
should attack his inferences with the fullest confi- 
dence of success ; but forbear— for it would seem lUte 
superfluous pugnacity. 

In the first article of this antj-ltw/y mUceUany, I 
have endeavoured to estimate the dums of D* Israeli 
as a civilian ; and in the present article as an anti- 
yuaty. Let no one conclude that my pnncipal am is 
to deprive him of his titles of honor: the circum- 
stance is the mere accidental effect of chrtmology! 
I shall, however, recommend to our universities and 
learned societies to economize in the distribution of 
such honors — and not bestow them on men who, 
whether they write on civil law or on other antiqua- 
rian subjects, are sure to increase the mass of the 
Cvmaiitxti of ftlttratuire. 

•,* The meek dissertation on the Bayeux Tapestry, 
as Mr. lyigraeli terms it, has had an exciting effect on 
bis mental frame ; and this exatement has produced, 
as it often does, inconsistency. He exalts my name 
much above its due level in antiquarianism ; and, at 

•• O. T. B., p. 81. " R. T. B., p. 87. •• H. N. S. A., 

p. 301. 
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the same time, threateuB me with antiquarian annihi- 
lation I In his short comment there are also; 1. Two 
fictitious quotations : " I deny the sentinel,'*—" I 
deny the mace ; 'tis no maoe ; 'tis a Bta£^" And S. 
Two false assertiooB. He declares that I call bis 
aphoristical idea " a Bplendid^itn;i(iin :" I have only 
applied the words to his ascription of the Tapestry to 
Matilda. He says, " And on the pretext of correct- 
ing mace into baton, Mr. Comey has written this dis- 
sertation oi fourteen pages." I have not bestowed boo 
pages on that point. That such was not the main ob- 
ject of my essay, and that my conjectures were really 
possessed of some novelty and plausibility, may 
perhaps appear by the following extracts : — 

" L'auteur peose que la tapisserie de Bayeux a 4:t& faite aux d^ 
pens du chapitre de I'^gliae de ceUe rille, apr^s la reunion de la 
Normandie. II piouve au moins qu'elle aW pas Touirage de 
Malhildejfemine de Guillaume-le-Conqu^ranl." — Daunou, Mem' 
ire de CInititvt Soyal de Frojice, Garde det Archivei du Roy- 

" I have read it with much inlerett, Bud am dearly of opinion 
that you hare proved two thinga : 1°. That there exists no 
t;ood ground for attributing ihe tapesliy to Matilda; 3". That it 
waa probahly noiked at fiayeuz for the use of the church of Bay- 
etut."— Jobs LiNO&nD, D. D., Aatkor of the Hittory of Eng- 
land, etc. 



Art. in. — An unpublished teston of Henry 
VIII. — from the cabinet of I. D'laraeli, Esq., 
D.C.L. and F.S.A. 

" An ancient English proverb preserves a curious fact 
amceminff ow coinage. Testers are gone to Oxford, to 
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study at Brazen-noge. Whtn Henry the Eighth ddtued 
the stiver coin, called tegters, Jrtmt their having a head 
ttamped on eack aide; the brast, breaking oat in red pimpUg '~< 
on their gilver faces, provoked the iU-humour of the pet^e ( ' 
to vent itself in this punning proverb, which has preserved 
for the historical atttiquary the popular feeling which 
lasted ahorU fif^ yeain, till EUzabeth reformed the state of 
the coinage." — 1. O'Israeli.' 

Philips has chanted in BonorouB veree the praise 
of a splendid skiUing. * Pltun prose is no doubt better 
adapted to a dissertation on a base teston — but I shall 
perhaps enliven it with an occasional specimen of 
verse. 

As method is desirable on all subjects, I shall divide 
the article into six sections. 1. On the ancient Eng- 
Ush proverb, Testers etc. 2. On base testons of Henry 
VIII. having a head stamped an each side, 3. On 
the proportion of brass contained in these testons. 4. 
On the red pimples which broke out on their silver 
faces. 6. On the iU-hammtr which provoked the allu- 
sion to Braaen-nose college. 6. On the duration of 
the popular feeling. 

j 1. On the ancient English proverb. Testers etc — 
This sentence wants the characteristic of a proverb : 
it admits of no moral application. Fuller indeed, of 
whom lyisraeli silently borrowed it, classes it as an 
Oxfordshire proverb ; ' but Heywood, of whom Ful- 
ler avowedly borrowed it, shall confute them both. 
Master John Heywood, the contemporary of Henry 

' C. L,, v. 127, ' Poems hj Mr. John Philips, 1744. 12mo. 
pp. 1-7. * Worthies of &igland, 1662. Fol. OxC., p. 328. 
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VIIL, was a ^eat admirer of our ptt^tt prontrbtif olVf. 
He has left ua a Ditdo^ of Proverbt in S4 chapters 
— 800 Epigrama on 800 Proverbs — and 800 Epi- 
fframi invented arid made by himself. Now, the pre- 
tended proverb is a mere fragment of one of the last- 
mentioned epigrams — which I give entire in its old 
English dress : — 

"Ct<tan< be gone to iSjrfotlrt goO be t])eir ^eeVt: 
Co tftutrle in SnaitnwHt ^m to pmeete." * 

§ 2. On base testons of Henry VIII. having a htad 
stamped on each nde.^A teston of this type would be 
an ornament to the richest cabinet Snelling, an ex- 
perienced dealer in coins, had never obtained a sight 
of one;^ nor hod our learned numismatic annalist, 
the Rev. Rogers Ruding. ^ I cannot therefore per- 
suade myself of its existence; and shall hazard a 
conjecture as to the source of the balludnatiou. Tlte 
reverse of the testons of Henry VUI. is an expanded 
rose crowned. Now I conceive that D'lsraeli, in 
some moment of excitement, mistook the expanded 
rose for the expanded visage of his Majesty; or per- 
haps examining some testou of which the reverse had 
been worn smooth at shovelhoard, he fancied the re- 
flected object to resemble the head of a king — and 
hastily concluded that there was a head stamped on 
each side. 

§ 3. On the proportion of brass conttuned in these 
testons. — The ancient standard for silver coin was 

< John Heynoodes woorkea, 1566. 4Io. Ep. 5th 100. No. 63. 
> View of ihe Sitvn Coin, 1763. Fol. Plate iii. No. 3B. * Antul* 
of the Coinage of Britain, 1819. 8vo. Plate viii. 2 and fi. 



„-„.„„,Gui)^lc 



ILLUSTRATED. ' 85 

lloz. 2dwt fine and 18 dwt allay.'' The teatons of ^f.. Z^- 
tbe 34th Henry VIII. contained 10 oz. fine and 2 oz. '^''^' ' ' 
allay ;B thoee of his S6th year, 6 oz. fine and 6 oz. 
allay ; ^ and those of hie 37th year, 4 oz. fine and 
8 oz. allay.'" But this allay was npt brass : it was 
ct^per — which, as Fuller very justly remarks, " com- 
mon people am/btmd with brass." '* 

§ 4. On the red pitaples which broke out on their 
siher faces. — How could D'Israeh suppose red pim- 
ples to be occasioned by brass f or, indeed, any de- 
scription of pimples I Hie allay, whatever it was, 
wotdd combine with the silver — and the colour of the 
testons be uniform. So Heywood describes them : — 

" C^ctfc Ctfftonf loo&t rtHlrc : ^otu Kkt ; ou tif)t samt ? 
Ci« fl too&tn nl jpait : t^ts blvi%t for i^amt." " 

The truth is that IVIsraeli utterly mistakes the 
nature of the allusion. The head on the shilling of 
Henry VII, was a profile : bo that the auricle was the 
prominent part The head on the teston of Henry 
VIII. was a full face ; and to the inevitable abrasion 
of the nose, added to the baseness of the metal, our 
historical atOiqaary should have attributed that ap- 
pearance which occa^oned the allusion to Brasen- 
nose. 

§ 5. On the iU-humour which provoked the allusion 
to Brasen-Dose college. — When we have occasion to 
contradict, politeness requires that it should be done 

' W. Lonndes, Report on Saver Coin*, 1695. Svo. p. 18. 
' Ibid. p. 22. ' Ibid. p. 23. "• Ibid. p. 23. " W.E 
Oxf»., p. 32B. " Woorkes, 1566. 4to. Ep. 5th. 100. No. 64 
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in some circmtous method — but th* claims of brevity 
iaduce me to adopt the direct method. I therefore 
declare that the allusion which I^lEraeli attributes to 
the iR-humour of the people, should -be attributed to 
the good-humour of an individuaL Heywood was in 
much esteem with King Henry VIIL ;*' and poBsessed 
a rare fuud of good humour.^* He thus concludes the 
address to the readers of his fifth book, which con- 
tains the above epigrams : — 

" SM t, for mfn^. rngtUg Via nuiu {t, 
do son, in nrir^, mi^nl^ ioSl tafu it"* 
5 6. On the duration of the popidar feeling. — The 
first debasement of the silver coin took place in the 
84th Henry VIII." — and the first considerable de- 
basement in the 36th Henry VIII. ;'^ but all the base 
coin was called in by proclamation on Michaelmas 
euen before noone the 2nd Elizabeth. '^ I need not 
dte Blair or Sir Harris Nicolas to prove that this 
leaves about eighteen years for the duration of the 
popular feelirig : our historical antuptary calculates it 
at fifty years ! 

The learned Francis Douce, Esq., to whom the 
Uveli/ miscellany is inscribed, was much attt^hed to 
numismatics ; and wrote an article on testoi^ which 
he admits to have cost him no small labour.^^ He 
must have been amused with the curious fact concern- 

_^_LiB^ our coinage, so cleverly hietorified by his friend 

} D'lsraeli — and no doubt considered it as one of the 
Cvxiaiititi of litnaturt. 

■» Wood, Ath. Onon., 1691-2. Fol. i. U6. " Camden, Re- 
maina, 1614. 4to. p. 299. '* Lowndes, R., p. 22. '• Ibid, 
p. 23. " Stow, Annates, 1601. 4to. p. 1094. " lllustiatioDs 
of Shakspeaie, 1B07. Bvo. i. 35. 
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^ *,* It now appears that Mr. D*l8raeli wwr beheld a lt44-(i/l' 
te^er! — but he Tentares to controvert one of myetate- 
mente. He had deecribed the period of the debase- *' J^i- . 
y- ment of the diver coin to be fifiy years. I stated it*^ ff ' j 
correctb/ at eighteen years. In return for this correc- 
tion, he calls me " a viU t^preuor of evidence >•" and ^i^ J***"^- V 
declares, with a about of triumph, that Camden tells ^ sJ 
us it was " two hundred years and more." The ^ 
•J venerable Camden shall be my witness ; and bis 
evidence may enable the public to decide between 
the mendacity of the Pseudo- lUustrator, and the 
veracity of the late Honorary ProfesBor. " King 
X. Henry the eyght," says Camden, ..." in his later 
dayes first corrupted the rich coyne of this flourishing 
Kingdome with Copper." • " * " By her benefit," con- 
tinues Camden, speaking of Queen Eliz^th, '* Eng- )^ 
^^^and enioyeth as fine, or rather finer sterling siluer 
then euer it was in this Realme by the space of two 
hundred yeares & more ; a matter worth marking and 
memory."'" Mr. D'Israeli then adverts to the numis- 
made essay of Mr. Douce ; and introduces this super- 
fluous flourish : " to which I might add something - 
which Mr. Contey shall not at present learn." I may « — 
not comprehend the threat; but shall attempt a w 

suitable reply. I possess a Ms. vaJuation of the 
literary qualifications of Mr. I^Israeli, by Francis 
Douce, Esq. — the particulars of which Mr. UlgraeH 
thaU not at present learn. 

" RetDaines, 1614. 4to. pp. 208-9. 



D,™),prib,Google 



';,i^li^-.-^ 



CURIOSITIES OF LITERATURE 



Art. IV. — The effirontery of Vasari — 'the 
^ bonhomie of Silvano Raz2d — the union of both 
in I. D'Israeli, Esq., D.C.L. and F.S.A. 

" It is...»tTange that neither BoOari nor TirdbotcM <g>- 
pem- to have been aware Aat Viuari em^eyed (^hen ta 
write for him ,- .../ have ducoeered Ae name of the eki^ 
writer of the lAvei (f the I'ainteri, who wrote under the 
direction of Vatari, and probably often uaed his own natU' 
rai style, and conveyed lo us those reflections which surely 
come from their source" — 1. D'Israeli.' 

In eert^n collectionB towards An Inquiry into the 
Literary Charaxter of I. If Israeli, Esq., D.C.L, and 
F.S.A. (which are preserved in s private depository) 
an attempt is made to enumerate the peculiar quali- 
fications of that writer ; and the precedence is assign- 
ed to hU extraordinary aptitude for discovery. 

He is Bud to be the son of an Italian. He has 
certainly travelled in Italy, and is conversant with its 
literature;* and it ia therefore reasonable to expect 
that this aptitude for discovery should shine with 
more than common brilhancy on such a subject as 
the character and talents of Vasari. Without pre- 
tensions to either of the advantages which he pos- 
sesses, I shall presume to examine how £Eir those ex- 
pectations are realized. 

Vasari published the first edition of bis Lives of 

' C. L., V. 338-6. ■ C. h., i. 43, ii. 198, etc. 
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tluPaintergia 1550;* and a revised edition in 1668.* 
la 1577, three years t^ier ^ death ofVasari^ Father 
Serafino Razzi inddentally stated that the Lives of 
^ Painter* were cbiefiy writt«i by his brother 
Silvano Razzi.' To tbis statement lyisraeli is 
pleaeed to give full credence — and he announces it 
OB a discovery. 

He opens bis case by asserting that Vasari was **a '-' 
mere paiitter and goldsmith, axd not a literary num." — 
I prefer the authority of Vasari himself and shall 
call him a painter and ARCHrTECT f nor can I omit to 
add that he built thejmest edifice in Florence P The 
latter part of the assertion is not more credible. If 
Vasari bad been devcad of the qualifications of a 
writer, wonld Cardinal Fameee have urged him to '. 
undertake the work? Would Giovio^ Caro, Molza, 
etc have encouraged him to proceed?" Besides, the 
remark is out of place : it is the very point to be 
proved. 

He proceeds, It is... strange that neither Bottari nor 
Tiraboschi appear to have been aioare Hint Vasari em- 
ployed others to write for him. — It is strange Uiat 

' Le Vile de' piv eccelleoti Arcbitetti, Pitlort, etc. da Gioigjo 
Vasari. In Firenze, 1550. 4to. 3 parU. * Le Vite de' piv 
ecceltenti Pittori, etc. da M. Giorgio Vasari. In Fiorenza, 1568. 
4to. 3 vola. • " JHil chi pur voleue, pu& vedere U tutlo nefle 
rite de' Pittori, Scultori, ed Architetti icrille per la pii parte da 
D. Silvano Sa^ii mio fraletlo per il Sig. Cavalierc M. Giorgio 
Vatari Arttino tuo amicwtiW." Serafino Razzi, Vile de' Sanli, 
etc. cited by Nelli, Saggio di Storia Letteraria, etc. Lucca, tT59. 
4to. p. 58, note 2. • V. P., 1568. Title. ' Miliiis, Lives 

of Architects, by Mrs. Creay, 1826. Svo. ii. 23. ' Lanzi, His- 
tory of Painting in Italy, by T. Roscoe, 1828. 8to. i. 238. 
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lyisraeli sbould ' make so uofouDded an assertion. 
Bottari, one of the moet learned prelates of tiie 
court of Rome in the last century, • published a splen- 
did edition of the LiwM of tkt Painters in 17d9-iS0."' 
He expressly slates that Vatari, in hit second edition, 
Ttceived the assistance of SHvatio Itazzi.*^ He even 
enters into a discussion on the amount of assistance, 
and concludes that Razzi may have contributed cer- 
tain eloquent passages on virtue and monastic perfec- 
tion ; " but Poggiali baa proved that his conclusion 
was in part founded on misapprebension. " Z&vi- 
boschi gives ihe passage of Serqfino Razzi verbatim. 
He remarks that if the &lseboQd of it could not be 
shown, it would much diminish the pruse due to 
Vasari — but leaves the examination of it to others." 

We now arrive at the important announcement, I 
HAVE DISCOVERED, ctc. — Will D'IsraeU condescend 
to define the word discovery f our lexicographers seem 
all atfatdL If he uses it in the sense of discovery to 
himsey, it will at once account for the perpetual oc- 
currence of the word in the lively miscellany ; if he 
means discovery to the public — I have proved that as 
to the statement of Serafino Razzi, he made no dis- 
covery. 

It is to be presumed that IVIsTaeU has read 
lianzi,'^ He cites him repeatedly, and calls him the 

• Gingueo^, Biog. Univ., t. 259. ■ "* Vire de' piil eccellenti 
Pittori, etc. illiutnte con note, Roma, 1739-SO. 4to, 3 rols. 
" Ibid. i. xiii. " Ibid. i. j,\r. " Serie de" Teati, etc. 
Livomo, 1813. 8vo. ii. 392. " Storia delU L«tteralura Itali&- 

na, Modeoa, 1787-94. 4to. vii. 1611. " Storia Pittorica delte 
Italia, Bassaiio, 1795-6. 8vo. 3 voU. etc. 
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soffMums Lanzi,'^ Now, the sagsciouB Lanzi also 
makes the statement which lyiBraeli claims as a dia- 
o^nrery : he made it in 1795,*^ and with the addition 
of some critical remarks in 1809.'^ Foggiali also 
repeated the statement of Serafino Razzi in 1813 ;'B 
while that portion of the livelif misceUany which com- 
prised the article on Vasari — a portion produced at 
the period of life in which, as I^Israeli expresses it, 
we open t/ie viiyin veiiu of original research, and strike 
out new results in the history of human nature'"' — was 
not published till 182S.'i 

So much for the discovery. The truth or Maebood 
of the statement is a separate question, and a matter 
of opinion. 1 shall therefore leave lyisraeU in quiet 
possession of such conclusiom as best suit his pecu- 
liar notions of historical testimony ; but as an anti- 
dote to his paradox shall transcribe the remarks 
made on this subject by the late Professor Salfi — 
and I believe it wilt be admitted that a controTertible 
point could scarcely be treated with more candour 
and impartiality : — " Tiraboschi hasarde cette cita- 
tion sans rexaminer.'' Mais senut>-il vraisembtable 
que Vasari, qui certes ne manqiudt pas de tous les 
moyens necessaires pour composer un pareil ouvrage^ 
e&t Toulu s'attribuer les travaux d'un autre, que 
celui-ci I'efit tol^r^ de bon gr^, et que les Florentine 
eux-memes, qiu lee connussment bien tous les deux, 
n'euBsent pas dlvoil^ le plagiat de I'un et la bon- 

" C, L., iv. 212, 213, 218, elc. " S, P. I., i. 177. 

" Ibid. Bassano, 180fl. i. 194. " S. T., ii. 392. » C. L., 
i. vj. " C. L., Second S«rie«. Svo. 3 vols. " Ma chi pur 
vulene, etc. 
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homie de I'autre ? Nous croyons que SiWano Razsi, 
consulte par Vasari, boh ami, revit tout au plus ses 
ecrits, et probablement lui communiqua ses r^ 
marquee ; et que Serafino, son frere, par une sorte de 
vanite, mKra de cette coTreepondance litt^nure plus 
qu'il ne devait On sait d'ailleurs que Vasari avait 
ausai consult^ les artistes et les amateurs lea plus in- 
struite de sou temps, tels que Vincenzo Borghini, et 
d'autres; et lui-m^e ne manque paa de I'avouer 
dans son ouvrage."*' 

Such IB the critical sentence of Uie learned and ju- 
didous Salfi, the asBociate and contiuuator of Gin- 
guen^. I shall venture to make one small addition 
to it — remote as the subject is from my habitual pur- 
suite. 

Father Serafino Razzi, some ten years after the 
publication of the statement under discussion, at 
which time hie brother Silvano was Abbot of the mo- 
nastery of the Ang^i at Florence^ wrote an account 
of certain Dominican friars who had occupied their 
leieure with success in the cultivation of the fine arts ; 
and in that short narrative thrice pointedly names as 
the author of the lAvet of the Painters — II Cata- 
LiEEE Vasari.** 

" F. Salfi, Histoire Lilt^raire d'ltalie d« P. L. GingucD^, 
Paris, 1811, etc. In-8. i. 312. ** " Conie pii lungamenle 

icrme il Caualiere Vasari, nelfc tue vite de Piltori. — F. Girolamo 
lombardo, ctmaeno nottro, men mollo lodalo dal CauaUiere Vamri, 
— Lo modo narra il Viuari neUe »ue vite de i Pittori." Isloria 
de gli hTomini iUvstn..,del sacra ordine de gli Fredicaton, Scritta 
da F. Serafino Ratzj. Lucca, 1596. Sm. Svo. pp. 354-6-9. — I 
purchased this curious book from the library of ihe late Earl of 
Cuilford. 
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Now that D'iBraeli, with all the advantages of 
his transalpine travels and familiarity with Italian 
literature, should have had tiie boiihomie to place 
80 much confidence in the predpitate statement 
of Serafino Razzi; that he Bbould have had the 
effrontery, in defiance of obvious proofe, to dispute 
the intelligence of Bottari and Tiraboschi; and to 
announce as a discovery of his own what has been 
recorded in various works of first-rate celebrity; are 
drcumstances which must surely be considered as 
CadoiiXvti of Kitrcaturt. 

*^,* I have exhibited, for the gratification of the 
lover of curiosities, a D.C.L. who had confounded the 
code of Justinian with the pandects; and a F.S.A. 
who sneers at the Bayeux Tapestry, and never beheld 
a tester ! I now exhibit this versatile writer as a dis- 
coverer in Italian literature. He fails to produce 
evidence that Vasari was a mere paitaer and goldsmith. 
— the very fiction which gave plausibiUty to bis dis- 
eovery. He attempts to elude, what he cannot deny, 
my assertion as to Bottari; but he admits it as to 
"nraboBcM. The fact bad escaped him — for it was 
not in the index / Tlie counter-evidence on the main 
quesdoD which I produced from Serafiuo Razzi, be 
omits to notice. He concludes with the novel idea 
that ** an Italian historian, extracting from an Italian 
writer, could not very well avoid giving the extract 
vEHBATiu." I have, at least, named an English his- 
torian who has repeatedly extracted from an English 
writer, without giving the extract verbatih. 
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Art. v. — A lament for Luis de Camoens 
— with a specimen of superfluous fiction. 

" Camoens, the golitaty pride (f Portugal, deprived of 
the neeessariet rf l^e, perished i» a hogtHal at Lititm. 
Thisfai^ has been aecidentaily preserved in on entry in a 
copy cf thefirst edition o^ the Lttsiad, in the possession cf 
Lard He^nd." — I. D'Israeli.' 

I could wbb to transport myself to the banks of 
tlie Derwent-water, and obtain permission to turn 
over tbe leaves of a certun bibliotheca lusitana 
hanuscrifta;* or to some less romantic site on tbe 
Tyne (wbere, however, the muses Hauat) and bold 
converse with the zealous biographer of Camoens.* 
Deprived of such assbtance, I may lament tbe &te of 
the Lusitanian bard — but cannot promise much illus- 
tration of it 

D'Israeli is pleased to style Camoens the solitary 
pride of Portugal. — This is a smart compendium of 
tbe literary history of that nation ; but not likely to 
supersede tbe four gigantic folios of Father Diogo 
Barbosa Macbsdo.* 

• C. L., i. i2. * B, Southey, Hi»l. of Bmil, 1810-19. 4to. 
iii. V. ' 1 leave this effusion in its primitire state; but hare 
since been favored hj John Adamson, Esq. M.R.S.L., etc., tbe 
biographer of Camoetu, with it Bibliotheca Lvsitana, New- 
castle-on-Tyoe, 1836. Sm, Svo. pp. iv.+llC. It describes an 
ample collection of the beat books on Portuguese literature — and 
i» a choice specimen of biblio^phy. < Bibliotheca LuaiMna, 
Lisboa, 1741-S9. 



D,™),prib,Google 



ILLUSTRATED. 45 

D^Isrseli then states that Camoens, deprived of the 
necessaries of life, perished in a ho^ital at Li^xm. — I 
consider this as superfluous fiction. Camoens, who 
was called the Prince of the Poets of his time — Ca- 
moens, whose Luaia^as bad obtained the approbation 
of Sebastian — Camoens, whose epic was in its cast 
so national, so calculated to extend the fame of 
Lusitanian enterprise — was indeed left in the ranks 
of hopeless poverty. He was not without a friend — 
but Uie sympathy of the Lusitamans was denied 

" Dana ce delaiaMment fuoesie, 
Ud ami toutefob lui resle ; 

3fiiw ce n'ettpai tin Lmtain : 
Cbaque aoir m maio charitable 
QuSte le pain que sur leur table 
lU partageut le leodeniaia."' 

Death bereft him of his futhful Antonio — a native 
of Java, who had accompanied him from India. He 
survived him but a few months. Sickness was added 
to his other misfortunes ; the news of the death of 
Sebastian, whose achievements he intended to cele- 
brate in verse, increased it ; and he expired on the 
bed of poverty in 1579. Such is the information af- 
forded by his contemporaries Manoel Correa and 
Pedo de Mariz;" and by his earhest biographer, 
Manoel Sererim de Faria.^ It does not warrant 
the assertion — nor does the narrative of Dom 

• Ba^Douard, Joumal dea Savans, 1829. p; 430. ' O* 

Lviiadaa, Lisboa, 1613, 4to. Sig. f 4 veno. Fol. 1. 308. 
wrio. ' DisCTfsos Varioa Politicos, Bvora, 1634. 4to. p. 
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Joz6 Maria de Souza" — that Luis de Camoens 
perUlud, 

I have taxed I^lBraeli with tuperfiumtsjiction — and 
now tax myself with superjbuna facts. Hie error 
admits of a shorter esplanation. He fonnerly wrote, 
" Camoens was deprived of the necessaries of Ufa, 
and is heliered to have perished in &e street*." ^ He 
afterwards ascertained that Camoens died in a hos- 
pited; but, penurious of revision — or, misled by 
certain notions on the calamities of authors — he is 
now pleased to state that Camoens perished in a 
hospital I 

He adds. This fact has bem acddetUoRy preserved, 
etc. — He leaves tbe credulous to consider the discovery 
of this^oc^ as the result of his learned reBearches at 
Holland House. Now, that Camoens died in a hos- 
pital was stated hy Manoel de Faria e Souea in 
1689;"" by Mogo Barhoaa in 1752;" hy Pellicer in 
1797 ; '* hy Dom Joz6 Maria de Souza, who printed 
the note from the volume which had been transmitted 
to him by Lord Holland, in 1817;" and by Mr. 
Adamson, to whose learned researches we are recJly 
much indebted, in 1820.** From Mr. Adamson, in 
&ct, tas D'lsraeli ^lently borrowed the whole of las 
account of Camoens — except its errors. 

I disclum all pretensiooB to an acqoiuntance with 

' Os Lusiadaa, Paris, 1817. Fol. Vida de C. pp. 69-70. 
• C. L., 1791. 8vo. p. 61. '" LTsiadu de Camoena, Madrid, 

1639. Fol. Vida de C. col. 33. " B. L.,iii. 71. "Don 
Quixote de la Mancha, Madrid, 1797. 6vo. Vida de C. pL cciii. 
" Os I:UBiada9, Paris, 1617. Fol. Vida de C. pp. 69.70. 
" Memoirs of Luis de Camoens, IB20. 8to. i. 307. 
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Portuguese literature ; have promiBed no Bovelty 
of illuBtration on the lamented ^ite of Camoens; 
and shall be satisfied if the reader will permit me to 
.class the statement of I^IsraeU as one of the minor 
Cutioiitite of S-itnalort. 

•^* Mr. lyisraeli attempts to justify his assertion 
that Camoena perished in a hospital, fay the example 
of M™^ de Staet — who, as he declares, so exprtuet 
herselfL I must inform him that M™. de Stael ex- 
pressea herself in French.'^ He afterwards, with his 
usual consietency, admits that be should have said, 
died in a hospital.^^ 



Art. VI. — Queen Elizabeth appointing her 
successor — our female historian and our male 
historian. 

" I mu introduced to Mba Aildn, the iuiIhh' of sev^al bi». 
totical notks, and e^ciallt/ otic on EUxabeth. Sbe is a well- 
informed and lively womao, and I found her cooveiaation very 
entertaining," — Fbbdxbick vok Rauuer.' 

Mise Aikin, whose Memoirs of the Court of Queen 
EUzaietk^ lie before me, describes the closmg scene of 
ffie hug and eveiitfvl life of her Majesty in the words 
of Sir Robert Gary, afterwards Earl of Monmouth.'' 
D'Israeli twits this accomplished writer as " mir 

■* Biog. Univ., Ti. 621. >• 1. 1., p. 79. ' ^igland in 

183S, VZtDO. ii. 113. ' Memoirs of the Court of Queen 
EUiabelb. By Lucy Aikin, 1818. 8vo. 2 vol*. ' Ibid. ii. 
403, etc. 
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female historian"* — tells us that she had not wasted 
" the bloom of life in the dust of libraries'" — and pre- 
tends to give the Secret history of the death of Queen 
Elizabeth from an authentic Ms.^ Now, I shall 
weigh our female historian against ow male historian ; 
and I predict that the latter — in despite of the pon- 
derous additaments D.C.L. and F.S.A. — will exhibit 
unequivocal signs of comparative levity. 

Queen Elizabeth had always been extremely averse 
to name a successor. Of this fact we have abundant 
'^ and cuHous proofe. In 1559 the House of Commons 
made request to her Highness for marriage:^ she 
would only promise that'fA« realm should not remain 
destitute of an heir.^ In 1568 Mr. Speaker, with 
the whole House, exhibited a petition to her Majesty 
touching marriage and succession : she accepted it 
with an excellent oration — but was pleased to defier 
the answer _^r the gravity of the casesfi In 1566 
- the Lords and Commons made suit to her Majesty 
for marriage and succession : she answered, as to the 
succession, that time Kould not yet suffer to treat of 
it i^" and soon after dissolved ^e Parliament — ex- 
pressing, with inconceivable sharpness, her displea- 
u. sure at the doings of the Commons?^ Her resolute 
behaviour on this occasion almost laid the su^ect of 
the succession at rest.*' In 1575, however, Mr. 

• C. L., if. aai, vi. 122. ' Ibid. iv. 361. ' Ibid. ri. 

120-7. ' Journals H. C, i. 54. * Sir S, D'Ewes, JounwU 

, — temp. EUi. 1682. Fol. p. 46. • J.H.C., i. 64. "> Ibid. i. 

76. " Ibid. i. 81.+Sir S. D'Ewei, J. E., p. 116. " H. 

Ellia, Archaeologia, iviii. 243. 
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Speaker (prudently avoiding the obnoxious word i , 
tuecegBion) iu the name of the House mored her [ p 
Majesty to marry — to which she ^aciously promised, f*' '' 
for the ienefit of the realm, to dtqjose and ijwline her- ^, ^ 
KHf>' Her progress in this delicate operation did " 
not satisfy the Commons; and in 1593 Sir Henry ' - 
Bromley and Mr. Wentworth revived the topic of , 
succession : they were cited before the Privy Council , ' 
— and, to appease offended Majesty, committed to I -. ' 
prison !'• <' . 

The Queen was do doubt favorable to the claims 
of James VI. — but chose to conceal her sentiments. '* 
Early in 1603, on the day of her last removal from / ' .. 
Whitehall to Richmond, she remarked to the Earl of 
Nottingham, "Mr/ throne has been the throne of Kings, 
and no other but my next heir should succeed me."'* 
The importance of this remark could not escape the 
Lord Admiral. He communicated it to the Privy 
Council, who deputed the Lord Keeper Egerton, Mr. 
Secretary Cedl, and the Lord Admiral himself, to 
wait on her Majesty and ascertain her pleasure as to 
her successor — on which occasion she named the 

KlKO OF SCOTS."^ 

We will describe an event of later date in the 
words of Sir Robert Cary: — 

" On Wednesday the twenty-third of March, she [the 
Queen] grew speechless. That afternoone, by signes, she called 
foi her CouDcill, and by patting her hand to her head, when ihe 
King of Scottes was named to succeed her, they all knew hee was 
the man she deaired should reigne after her." " 

" Sir S. D'Ewea, J. E., p. 233. " Ibid. p. 470. " Cam- 
deni Annales Ellz., 1717. 8to. p. 911. ■* Ibid. p. 909. 

» Ibid. pp. 011-3. »■ Memoirs of R. Cary, USd.Qvo.p. 176. 
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Now, Sir Robert Cary was a Dear relation of her 
Majesty, with whom he bad repeated interviews ; his 
sister Lady Scrope was in constant attendance on her ; 
another sister had been the wife of the &Torite Not- 
tingham ; and his brother Lord HuDsdon was a Privy 
Councillor.i!> Such were his opportunities of infor- 
mation — and his character as drawn by Campion, a 
contemporary of note, adds to the credibility of the 
above testimony : — 

" Vnua ei«t vita tenor, & pradenlia iuncta. 
Cum grauilale tibi ; sic quasi nata foret : 
Nee mutauil hmios, nee te variabilis fetas ; 

His Memoirs are also written in that artiess manner 
which inspires confidence : " veracity" says Lord 
Orrery, " is their onltf orjiament." The most scrupu- 
lous historian could scarcely resist such testimony — 
but it does not stand alone. Nottingham and Cecil 
assured M. de Beaumont^ the French ambassador, 
that Elizabeth had named to them her successor some 
days before her death; and that her speech failing, 
they requested her, in presence of others of the coun- 
dl, to confirm it — on which "she put herhandtoher 
head" " 

lyisraeli, however, is not satisfied with this odd 
statement ; and sarcastically remarks that Miss Aikin 
"could OTtly transcribe the account of Cory." He also 
asserts that on this occasion the exact Birch " drmot his 
in/brmationjrom the letters of the Frenih ambassador, 

" W. Dugdale, Baronage, 1675-6. Fol. ii. 397-8+M. E. C, 
pp. 1 72-82. » Tho. Campiani Epigram matvm libri II. 1610. 

12ino. %. A7. " Birch, Meowirg of Eliiab«th, 17M. 4Ui.ii.50S. 
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yiSerot/." — Why, Mr. Historian^ it was the learned 
Dr. Birck'^ who ^rs( published this statemeDt; and 
so much did he value it, that he declared the remark- 
able circumstancea of the last illnesB and death of 
Elizabeth to he "best described in the words of Sir 
Robert Cary."^^ Beeides, Mr, Historian, the name 
of the French ambasBador was not Villeroy I 

We must BOW examine the Ms. — D''lBraeli saith, 
"1 HAVE DISCOVERED a curious document in a nuinu- 
script volume Jbrmerly in the possession of Petyt" — hut 
whether in the British Museum, or in the State- 
paper OflSce, or in the archives of Bradenham House, 
the lively scribe seemeth not to remember. I will 
refresh his memory. The volume to which he refers is 
the Lansdowne Ms. No. 512; hut an earlier transcript 
of the narrative is preserved in the Cotton library, ^ 
another transcript in the Sloane collection, ^^ and two 
in the library of the Inner Temple. The portion 
introduced by lyisraeli was even published by Mr, 
Nichols, in a work which obtains a prominent station 
in every collection of Elizabethan history, in 1788 ^^ 
— and repeated in 1828." TTie statement in ques- 
tion stands thus in the Lansdowne Ms. : — 

" She [the Queen] not being able to speak, -was asked by 
Mr. Secretary in this sort, wee beseech your Majesty if you 
remaine in your (brmer reaolution and tha.t you would hare the 
King of Scots to succeed you in your Kingdome aliew some atgne 
unto us, [vii, Egerton, Nottingham, and Cecil] whereat wddainlv 
heaeeiTtg her feife upwtrdt in her bed and pulling her armt out of 

" Earl of Hardwicke, Letters of Sir D. Cartelon, 1780. 4lo. p. 1 . 
"HisWrical View, 1749. Bvo. pp. 205,13. ** Tiius, C. vii. 

fol. 37. " Addil. Ms. No. 17B6. fol. 3 verso . " Progressea of 
Q. Elizabeth, lT88-tB0S. 4to. ii, Sig. A. p, 1, etc. ** Ibid. 3nd. 

D 2 
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bed the held both her hamUjoyntly together over her head in man- 
ner of a crotene, whereby >i ihey gueiied ihee signified that shee 
did not onely «riih him the kingdome but desired the coDtiDuance 
of his estate."" 

lyisraeli pomta out, as the quioteBseDce of his 
dise&very, that the expression of Sir Robert Cary 
"putting her hand to her head, too meanly describes 
the joining her hands in tnanner of a crown." He 
Tallies the evidence according to its scenic effect. He 
thinks it probable that Elizabeth, nho excelled in 
majesty of demeanour, ^ should have closed her 
career with an act of mimicry. 

I do not hesitate to assert that the Petyt Ms. 
(which D'lsraeli is inclined to ascribe to Cecil) is an 
unauthoritative compilation. It commences thus: 
" About the Friday senenigbt after Chrismas bat 
being about the 14. January 1602," [1603] and we 
read within a few lines, " Mr. Secretarie Ceeill {ajier 
Earle of Salisbury)." — Now, Sir Robert Cecil was 
not created Earl of Salisbury till the 4th of May 
1605;^ so that the document of which B'Israeli 
vaunts the importance — the document on which he 
builds his triumph over our female historian — bears 
on its face the marks of in-autheatitity. 

In the Petyt Ms. the date and circumstances of the 
event are both mistated. The author represents it 
to have occurred about 4 P. M. on the 24th of 
March: before that hour James I. had been pro- 
claimed at Whitehall and Cheapside Cross!** He 
adit. iil. 60T, etc. " Lansdowne Ms. No. 512. fol. 43. » Sir 
Robert Nauntou, Frai^enta Regalia, 1641.410. p. 3. "Howes, 
Annales, 1615. Fol. p. 863. " Slow, Annales, 1605. 410. p. 
1422. 
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represents it to have occurred in the presence of 
Egerton, Nottingham, and Cecil, alone — to whom 
the Slept was superfluous: we have the testimony of 
Nottingham and Cecil, ae communicated to M. de 
Beaumont, that it was in presence of the council — to 
whom it was of the utmost importance. 

The judicious author of Certaine short observations 
concerning the iife of Elizabeth, ^^ (composed, it appears, 
in the autumn of 1603) " records some interesting 
particulars of her latter moments which he received 
from " such persons as had good meanes to vnderstand 
the truth ofthingd' ; ** but when about to relate that 
the Queen " lifted vp hir hand to hir head, and 
turned it round in the forme of a drcle," he says, 
" It is reported — " and concludes with, " These re- 
portes whether thetf were true indeed: or ffiuen out of 
purpose btf such as would haue them so to be beleeued it 
is hard to say : sure I am they did no hurt." '" He 
adds that there were diuerse rumors spread concern- 
ing the manner of the death of the Queen ; and I 
consider the narrative copied in the Petyt Ms. to be a 
mere distant echo of some of the rumors of the time. 
It would be useless to continue the illustrations of 
this pretended discovery in Elizabethan history. The 
facts which I have produced, will enable the inquisi- 
tive student to repeat the statical experiment alluded 
to at the commencement of this article; and the 
result must inevitably be, the exaltation of our 
male historian — the courteous author of the CtttiotitUi 
of litnatutr. 

" Addit. Ms. No. 718. " Ibid. fol. 39. " Ibid. fol. 39. 
"Ibid, fol.39 tww. 
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",• Our maie kigtorian endites a pathetic exordium 
on MiBs Aikin and himself, or rather ou himBelf and 
Miss Aikin — for he coDtrives to make himself the pro- 
minent object His effusion is a neat example of what 
Longinua styles Farenthyrse, or ill-timed emotion. I 
shall exhibit the chameleon in his true colours. He 
ifl ashamed of his sarcasm on our female historian, but 
has not the manliness to avow it : he now calls it a 
congratulation I — He cannot controvert the least por- 
tion of the {acts detailed in the above article ; but, 
with the petulance of a spoiled child who is thwarted, 
declares that the narrative of Sir Robert Gary is 
** the very worst of all these narratives" 

A note to his comment, calls for a short remark. 
He refers to Mr. Turner on the Petyt Mb.: Mr. 
Turner cites as bis authority Mr. D'lsraeh I It was 
unhandsome on the part of Mr. D'lsraeh to draw in 
his learned friend — who is not very fehcitous on the 
last period of the history of Elizabeth. He mis- 
leads us as to the day of her death ; and prints, as 
the simplest and truest statement of the particulars in 
question, what the author of it pves as a report \^ 



Art. VII. — John Stow the annalist — with 
illustrations of ancient gravity, and modern 
Jlippaitcy. 

" Thefashiom «f Ae Elizabethan age have been chro- 
nicled by honest John Sbnoe. Stowe was originaihf a 
t^lor, and when he laid down the shears, and look tq> ihe 
pen, the taste and curiosity for dress was sUU retained. 

" HisLoflhereigns of Edward VI. etc. 1829- 4lo. pp. 701-2. 

,- ■ . .A 
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He it the grave chronieUr <^ mattari not grave. The chro- 
nology ^ rufft, and tttfted taffUat ; the revolutitM of steel 
poki»g-itick», instead <]f bone or mood used by the laun- 
dresses; the invasion of shoe-btichles, and the total rout of 
shoe-roses ; SjC, .... 7^se, and occurrences as memo- 
rable, receive a pleasant kind cf historical pomp in the im- 
portant, and not incurious, narrative of the antiquary and 

the tailor." — I. D'ISBAELI. ' 

After the avowal of feeltngB approaching to vene- 
ration for certain members of the literate iraternity — 
need I hesitate to call John Stow, the venerable 
John Stow ? So, at least, it delights me to find him 
called hy a learned transatlantic writer — an annalist 
himself of no mean note." 

Stow passed a prolonged life in the love-making or 
wooing of truth; and never had truth a more fmthful ' 
admirer. England is indebted to him for the most 
elaborate coeval picture of the brilliant era of Eliza^ 
beth — and London for the traces of her growth during 
six centuries ; but neither the nation nor the metro- 
polis did Mm justice. Poverty was the unmeet com- 
panion of his latter years ; and when his claims were 
represented to the British Solomon — the British 
Solomon, in recompense of the toil of near half a cen- 
tury, uid as an encouragement to others, graciously 
permitted him to become a mendicant I Behold, in 
proo( one of the curiosities of literature : — 

" Jamea, by the ^race of God, King oF England, Scotlaod, 

France and Ireland, defender of the Failh &c. To all our 

welbeloued Subiects, greeting. 
Iwbereas our louing Subject, lohD Stowe (a very tiged, Sc 
' C. L., i. 330. * Abiel Holmei, D. D., Aonala of America, 
Cambridge, [U. S.] 1329. 8ro. i. 3. 
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worthy membeT of our city of London) this floe & forty yeers 
bath to bis great charge, & with neglect of hia ordinary mewies 
of nmintenance (for the generall good aswell of poBteritie> a» of 
the present i^fi) compiled and published diuene necessary bookes, 
& Chronicles ; & therfore we, in recompense of these bis pain- 
fnll ial)oures, & for encDur^ement to the like, haue i^ our royall 
inclinatian ben pleased to graunt our Letters Patents ynder oar 
great seale of England, dated the eiglitth of March, 1603. Iherby 
authorizing him, the sayd John Stone, and his deputies, to collect, 
amongst our louing Subiects, tbeyr volunlary contribution & kinde 
gratuities j as by the sayd Letters Patents more at large may 
appearCr-Now, seeing that our sayd Patents (being but one in 
them selues) cannot be shewed foah in diuerse places or paiishesi 
at once (as the occasions, of his speedy putting them in execution, 
inay require) we haue therfore thought expedient, in this vousuall 
manner, to recommend his cause vnto you; hauiog already, in 
our ontie person, and of our speciall grace, begun (he largesse, 
for the example of others. Giuen al our palace at Westminster," * 

The true date of the letters patent citeii in this do- 
cument, is the 8th of March 1604. Stow was then 
on the verge of hia eightieth year ; and closed a life 
of lahour on the dth of April 1605 * — leaving a name 
which still acts as a charm on the lovers of English 
history. 

It is not fit that we should dwell exclusively on 
the shadows of existence. Stow was honored with 
the countenance and approbation of Parker, Whit^ft, 
Camden, etc ' Stow was fortunate in the posseB- 
sion of rare manuscripts j ^ manustripts which would 
claim a conspicuous station amidst the treasures 
at Middle-HiU. He was, moreover, to use the lan- 

• Harleian Ms. No. 367. (bl. 10. A printed copy — probably 
uniqae. ' A. M., Svriay of London, 1618. 410. p. 38J. * An- 
nales, 1601. 4to. Ded. etc. ' Summarie abr. 1566. Ikd.+ 

Powel, Hislorie of Cambria, 1584. 4to. Sig. % T vtrto. 
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guage of one of his contemporariea, a merry old 
man;'' and it was ^ible in a pleasant and cheerful 
coimtenancefi We will therefore come to the con- 
clusion that he bore his poverty with patience, a 
conclusion which an authentic anecdote tends to 
confirm. Walking with Ben Jonson, they met two 
mendicant cripples ; and the memry old man asked, 
'^wJiat they wtndd have to take him to their order." 9 

There is ample scope for the biographer of John 
Stow ; and I am gratified in believing that justice 
will shortly be done to his memory."* Howes con- 
trives to interest — but provokes by his brevity. 
Strype is rather verbose than circumstantial — and 
has very imperfectly avuled himself of the aids to be 
derived from bibliography. 

The essayist shall now make his entrance. He re- 
marks, in the true spirit o! ^fiippancy, that the chro- 
nicler was originally a tailor, and that when he laid 
down the shears, and took up the pen, the taste and cu- 
riosity^or dress was still retained,— The essayist, who 
prides himself as an adept in the philosophy of history, 
woidd have us consider the taste and curiosity for 
dress which the chronicler exhibits, as the remains of 
his former vocation ! — Is not Edward Hall, the chro- 
nicler, a gentleman of Grayes InAe, a dtizai by birth 

' H. Holland, Ecclesia S. Pavli illvstrata, 1633. 4to. Sig. C 2. 
' Howes, Annales, 1615. Fol. p. 611. " Exlracts tram ihe 
Hawthornden Mm. Edinb. 1831.2. 4to. p. 103. >" I TCnlure 
to state that a memoir of Stow is coolemplated by John Gough 
Nichols, Esq. F.SA. — whose heredilary love of research, and 
ininute acquaintance with our national antiquities, peculiarly 
qualify him to undertake it. , 

d5 
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and office, as common Sergeant of Lortdan,^^ extremely 
minute on drees ? We will examine the inferenqe of 
D'Israeli more closely. Stow records that in a "time 
of dearth and scarcity of victualE, at London, an heua 
eg was Bold for a peny, or three egs for two pence at 
the moBt." >' Had he heen a vender of those edihle 
curiositieB ? The chronicler records that a " goodly 
challenge was made & obeeruect at Westminster at the 
tjlt^ with each one sixe courses : at the tumey twelue 
strokes witli the sword, three pushes with the pun- 
chion stafl^ : and twelue blowes with die sword at 
harriers, or twenty if any were to di^toted."" With 
what technical minuteness does he enumerate the 
thrusts and blows 1 Had he heen a master of the 
art of defence ? The chronicler records that " Son- 
day the 5. of August, [1604] a lionesse named Eliza- 
beth, in the Tower of London, brought forth a lions 
whelpe," and that *' the 26. of February was an other 
lion whelped ... by the foreeud lionesse," etc How 
are we to account for the notice of such events? So 
unlike the dignity to which modem historians aspire ! 
Had the chronicler been a keeper of wild beasts ? 
He shall answer for bimseli " Thus much of these 
whelpes haue I obserued, and put in memory, for 
that/^ve not read of any the like in this land before," 
etc'* Need I express the lo^cal conclusion P If 
the chronicler is minute on dress, it is because he 
loved to be minute on every subject which he noted 

FOR POSTERITY. 

" Stow, Sviray, 1603. 4to. p. 114. " Annales, 1601. 4lo. 
p. laei. "AjiDalM, 160l.4to. p. 1116. "Aniiales, 1605. 
4to. pp. 1430, 1433. 
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The iDaoity of the pkUoaophy ef htttmy, as exenh 
pfified by I^Israeli, will become more evident when 
I state that the attribution of the ckranohgy of rufft 
and ti^td taffetm etc. to Stow the tailor, is utterly 
devoid of authority. It was written by Edmond 

Howes, OENTLEHAN I >* 

lyisraeli characteriseB Stow as the grave chronicler 
of matters not grave. — He is the faithjkd chronicler ■ ' 
both oi gaieties and gravities — of whatever he cod- ■-" 
c^ed would interest hia contemporaries and posteri- 
ty. As early as 1565, he thus announced his views -— 
on the subject of historical composition : " in hysto- 

RIEB THK CHIEFE TUYNG THAT IS .TO BE DESYKED IS 

TTtUTUE ;" and he added this caution on phrase- 
makers: — 
" ®f dmoatfit anV Sattrrpngi Siptii^t, rntumbtr to ta&t ~^- 

;fot Craut|)c in pla^n toorllitf maj> bt toCUt, af craft a . 
Ipi f)ati^ mUt."'* 
That the same principle actuated him through life, 
is evidenced by his travels " on foote vnto diuers 
cathedral churches and other chiefe places of the 
land to search records;"'^ by the historical volumes 
which he " caused to be printed ;"'» by his versions 
of the old Latin chroniclers;^^ by hig innumerable 
transcripts, excerpts, etc^ in addition to the well- 

'* Annalea, 1015. Fol. pp. 869, 948. Edit. 1633. pp. 869, 
1038-9, etc. " Summarie [1565.] 8vo. To ihe Reader. 

" Howes, Annales, 1615. Fol. p. 811. " Annalea, 1601. 4lo. 
Sig. a 4. " Catt. Mas. Angliw, 1697. Fol. nos. 10005-6. 

" Harleian Mas. No*. 347, 367, 530, 540. Lambeth Ms. No. 
138, Art. 10. 
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known works which he published, viz. A Summary 
of Eiiglith ckronuies;^^ The Annals of England;^ 
A Survey of London.''^ " He alwiues proteatedj" 
Bays hia biographer Howes, " neuer to haue written 
any thing, either for malice, feare, or fauour, noi to 
Beeke his owne particuler gune, or vaine glory, and 
that his only paines and care was to write truth."** 
This 18 his otcti testimony ; but it is incontroverti- 
ble. It is this unwearied pursuit of truth during 
an extended career, which exalts his moral character 
— which stamps a value on his works — and has nuule 
bis name as national as that of Bede, or Camden. 

I vehemently bate persiflage — when aimed at 
thoK who deserve more than ordinary praise. Stow 
compliuned, at the outset of his literary life, of the 
snarlings of certain critics ; '^ and there were also 
scoffers in those times.* Bipeds, even of the cri- 
tical class, now rarely snarl; and scoffing is consi- 
dered as beneath your exquisite writer. The ap- 
proved critical weapon is persiflage — in the use 
of which lyisraeli baa attuned a lair portion of that 
proficiency which is generally the result of assidu- 
ous application. 'T This weapon, however, if not 
very skilfully handled, sometimes recoils ; and should 
D'Israeli have had the misfortune to experience that 
annoyance, his persi/lage on the venerable John 
Stow must undoubtedly be classed as one of the 
Ctmoiititt of Kiteratart. 

" 1565, etc. 8vo. " 1580, 1592, 1601, 1 60.1, 4to. the latter 
noiar^nHiU. ° 1598, 1603, 4lo. * Atinales, 1615. p. 811. 
" Suramarie abr. 1566. Ded. " Howes, Annales, 1615. Fol. 
p. 811. " C. "L^paitim. 
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*«* The castigatoiy obaerratione which I made 
in faror of John Stow, have had due effect Mr. 
lyisraeli now styles him venerable Stowb. He 
remarks, in conclusion, that our annalist "ffove the 
nation their Cfumcer" Poor Mr. IXIsraeli I he is sure 
to stumhle whenever he enters his favorite path, the 
higtory of our vernacular literature. Stow edited 
Chaucer in 1561, and furnished his huing friend 
Speght with Chaucerian notes, which appeared in 
1597 ;^^ hut Master William Ca]iton gave the nation 
their Chancer — half a century before John Stow was 
hom.«9 



Art. VIII. — Cervantes — Don Quijote de 
la Mancka a native of Barbary ! 

" Cervantes composed the most agreeable book in the 
Spanish language during his capttvOf/ in Sarbarg." — 

I. D'ISRAELI.) 

It is never advisable to commence an argument 
with an assumption; but an assumption which is 
readily assented to — and which the drcumlocution of 
some lively writer compels one to adopt — may per- 
haps escape censure. I shall therefore assume that 
by the most agreeable booh in the Spanish language, we 
are to understand El ingenioso hidalgo Z). Quixote de 
la Maneha, 

" 5*tvay of London, 1603. 4to. p. 465. " Typographical 
Antiquities, 1749. 4to. p. 54, etc. ' C. L., i. 50. 
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The principa] biographers of Cervantes are loa Se- 
fiores D. Gregorio Mayasa y Siscar,* D. Vicente de 
loa RioB,' D. Juan Antonio Pellioer y Safbrcada,* 
and D. Martin Fernandez de Navarrete.' I exclude 
Nicolas Antonio and Sarmiento ; Antonio, on the 
score of his brevity*' — and Sarmiento, because his 
work remains in Ms.^ 

£1 Sefior Mayans was a learned and assiduous 
author ;° but he could not ascertun the birth-pl^ce 
of Ceirantea, nor was he aware of the anecdotes of 
bis captivity iumiabed by Haedo.^ El SeRor Rios, 
an officer of artillery possessing exquisite taate in 
literature,"' and el SeBor Pellicer, a^rwarda libra- 
rian to hia Catholic Majesty," puraued their re- 
searches with superior success ; but it is to the emi- 
nent abilities and activity of el Sefior Navarrete, and 
to the influence of his name over the keepers of the 
various archives, that we are indebted for the most 
complete life of Cervantes'* — and may he live to con- 



' Vida ; Hechoa del ingenioao bidalgo Don Quixote de la 
Mancha, En Londres, 1738. 4to. Vol. i. Vida de C. pp. 103- 
* Q iDgenio«o hidalgo Don Quixote de la Mancha, En Madrid, 
1780. 4to. Vol. i. Vida de C. pp. cc. ' Eosayo de una Bibli- 
otheca de Traductores EapaSolea, Ed Madrid, 1778. 4to. pp. 
143-98. ' Vida de Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, Madrid, 
1S19. 8vo. ' Bibliotheca Higpana, Romie, 1672. Fol. ii. 105. 
' BibliolhECaHeberiatia.pt. xi.No.l410. * Sempere, Ensayo 
de una Biblioteca Etpafiola, En Madrid, 1785-9. 8vd. iv. 14, etc. 
' Vide Topographia, e hisloria general de Argel, Ed ValladoUd, 
1612.Fol. " Sempere, E. B. E., V.17, etc. " Ibid. v. 66, 
etc. " Raynouard, Journal des Savaui, 1820. pp. 534-43. 
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tinue bis invaluable account of ihe early i 
aduevements erf" the Spaniards.^^ 

Now, the circumstance stated by D'Israeli has 
eluded the inquiries of the aforesud erudite biogra- 
phers,'* (not to mention the opposite intimation of 
Cervantes himself,)'* and if conclusive evidence of it 
could be produced, I am persuaded that el Se&or D. 
Martin Fernandez de Navarrete would htul our most 
sagacious compatriot, as the ColunAus of literoTy his- 
tory ! 

But, alas I it is h mere JiOion, a fiction entirely de- 
void of the attractive qualities of fiction, — It might 
have been added, as an appropriate embellishment* 
that the autograph Ms. was still in the possession of 
the Dey of Algiers — that it was on superfine wove 
paper made by Whatman — that it was bound by 
Charles Lewis in a choice portion of the hide of el 
famoao cabalio Rocimmte — etc 

Need I repeat the facts f — In lieu of adverting to 
the fects, which have been repeated a hundred limes, 
I shall attempt a history tfthejiction. 

In 1694r5 appeared a second edition of the Menor 
giana, mi bom mots, etc. de M. Mknage.^^ The first 
edition is ascribed to M. Qalland, the learned orien- 
tahst.'^ The second edition was published by M. 

" Vide Colecciou de los viages y deacubrimientos, que hicieron 
p9r mar loa Espanolea desde 6ae9 del siglo XV., Madrid, 1835-9. 
4lo. 3 vols.— |_Vol3. 4 & 5 appeared in 1837.] " Mayans, p. 
19. Rios, p. xiv. Pellicer, p. 164. and Navarrete, p. 95. 
" Prologo de D. Q. "> Mfinagiana, A Paris, 1694-5. 2 vol. 

in-12. " M. de Boze, Histoire de I'Acadiinie Royaie dcs In- 
icriptions, 1T40. In-8. ii. 42. 
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I'Abb^ Faydit, " qui la ffrossii de plusieurs imperti- 
neruxs;"^^ and among the additions which he made 
to it we find this paragraph : — 

" J'ay Dui' dite que Micbel de Cerrantea auteur de ce Rooian 
de DoiD Quixote £toit manchol, & qu'il auoit compost ce livre 
ftant captif CD Baibarie."" 

Fail not, courteous student, to observe that M. 
Faydit reports what M. Menage had heard reported. 
We have only the (mi-dire of an out-dire — but some 
men value that sort of evidence. 

la 1791 appeared, anonymously, a volume entitled 
Curiosities of Literature. It was chiefly compihd from 
the French Ana; and contained the fiction on Cer- 
vantes. In 1834 appeared a ninth edition of the 
work, adorned with the name of the pretended author 
I. lyisraeli, Esq. D.C.L. and F.S.A.— Now, if we 
suppose each impression to have consisted of five 
hundred copies; if we allow about five readers to 
each copy'; and believe it possible that the readerr 
should be no better iaformed than the compiler ; we 
must conclude that I^Israeli, in this instance alone, 
has misled more than twenty thousand of his readers I 

I suppress the crowd of mortifying reflections 
which a review of this article has excited. — As an 
illustration of the insufficiency of periodical criticism 
— of the carelessnesB of writers — and of the effects of 
misplaced confidence on the part of readers — the con- 
tinued currency of this fiction during <me hundred and 
forty years is a circumstance so remakkable — that it 

" Foisset, Bic^. Univ., »viii. 254. " M^nagiaoa, 1694-5. 
ii. 8=1715. iii. 15, etc. 
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seems almost supeifluous to characterise it as one of the 
Cumiitit* of iitaaimt. 

*,* To commit an error is perfectly easy : to con- 
fess it is a serious a&ir. Mr. IVIsraeU evades it, by 
asserting his conviction that " Cervantes gave free- 
dom to bis genius during his captivity." He certain- 
ly exercised his genius in devising plana of escape^" 
— and perhaps jweftcaCy.*', Cervantes was redeemed 
in 1580.^^ Can it be conceived that our inimitable 
romancer, who lived by his wits, should have detained 
W ingenioso hidalgo in the captivity of his writing 
desk for twenty-five years? Mr. IXlsraeli seems 
rather inclined to yield the point ; but contends that 
be was guided by a right feeling — in deceiving, as he 
calculates, half a miUion of his readers! 



Art. IX. — Sir Walter Ralegh — the author 
of some passages interspersed in the History of 
the World. 

" It was true of him, [Sir Walter Ralegh] what was said of 
Calo Ulicensis : that be seemed to be bom to that ooely which 
he nent about ; so dexterous was he in all his undertakings, 
in court, io camp, by sea, by land, with sword, with pen, 
witnesae in ihe last hia HUtory of the IForiJ."— Thomis Ful- 
ler, D.D.' 

That stupendous volume entitled The Hilary of 

* Navarrete, p. 34, etc. " Ibid. p. 57. " Ibid. p. 50. 

> Worthies of England, 1663. Fol. DevooV 2S3. 
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the World was first published in 1614.' The learned 
Camden ascribed it to Sir Walter Ralegh ; * Oldys, s 
vigilant scrutineer of authonties, ascribed it to Sir 
Walter Ralegh;* and Mr. Tytler, whoBe acquaint- 
ance with the sources of historical- evidence, and skill"^ 
in its apphcation, it would be superfluous to proclum, 
also ascribes it to Sir Walter Ralegh.^ D'Israeli, 
undaunted by the ojnnions of such formidable writers, 
announces the dixcovery of 41 little fact — sports one of 
his imst novel deductions — and reduces the especial 
claims of Sir Walter to " the eloquent^ the grand, and 
the paOieHc passages interspersed in that venerable 

A voyage of discovery can never want interest. I 
shall therefore examine the track of I^Israeh ; en- 
deavour to do him justice on the score of its novelty ; 
and, with the experience of some short cruises be- 
tween the same meridians and parallels, shall cor- 
rect it by the result of careful and repeated observa- 
tions. 

He thrice announces a discovery; undertakes to 
disclose the secret history of the work ; asserts as a 
truth that the " collection of the materials of the His- 
tory of the World was the labour of several persons ;" 
and names as contributors, Thomas Hariot, Mr. 
Serjeant Hoskina, Ben Jonson, and Dr. Robert 
Burrel. With those objects in view, we take our de- 
parture. 

' London, Walter Bvrre, 1614. Fol.— 1617. Fol. A recited 
edition. ' Camdeni Epislolte, ele. 1691. 4lo. Annales, p. 9. 
* Life of Sir W. Ralegh, [1735.] Fol. p. 183. ' Life of Sir 
W. naleiglj, Edinb. 1833. Sat. 870. p. 333. • C. L., v. 233. 
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1. Ilioinas Hariot. — " Th^e u>as an Engliahphi- 
hsopher .... Thomas Hariot, whom Avthony Wood 
diarges with infusing into RawleigKs volume philoso- 
phical notions, while Rawleigh was composing his Hi»- 
tary of the World."—!. lyisRAELi. 

Anthony Wood makes no such charge. His words 
are : "He [Hariot] was a deist, and his doctrine he 
did impart to the said Count, [Henry, Earl of 
NorthumberlandJ and to Sir Walt Raleigh, when he 
was in compiling the History of the World."'' — Now, 
the assertion that Hariot imparted such notions does 
not amount to the charge of infusing them into the 
volume ; besides, we have bis oum testimony, con- 
finned by his executors, that he had no deistical 
notions to impart* If the charge of infusion had 
been made, it should not have been repeated without 
adverting to its refutation. This omission shall be 
supplied. Wood states, in evidence of the deism of 
Hariot, that he m^ntained the eternity of matter ; but 
Sir Walter Ralegh, into whose volume the phihsopM~ 
eal notion is reported to have been infused, says, " tM 
supposition is so weaAe, as is hardly worth the emrnoer- 
ing /"f Wood made use of the communication of 
Aubrey, almost verbatim ; "■ and Wood himself admits 
that Aubrey was exceedingly credulous, and " would 
stuff his many letters sent to A.W. with folliries, [sic] 
and misinformations"" — points in the evidence which 

' AllienEe Oxonienses, 1691-2. Fol. i. col. 390. ' Reportof 
Virginia, 1588. 4to. Sig. E 4. + Survey of London, 1 633. Fol. p. 
831. » H. W,, 1614. Sig. D 3. verso. >" Letters by Emi- 

nent Peraons, 1613. 8to. ii. 369. " LWes of Eminent Anti- 

quaries, Oxford, 1T72. 8to. ii- 209. 
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could not escape the notice of one converBant with 
our venutcular literatttre. Hariot was by birth and 
education an Oxonian. He became mathematical 
tutor to Sir Walter Ralegh ; >^ made a voyage in his 
service to Virginia, with Sir Richard Grenville, in 
1585;" returned with Sir Francis Drake in 1586 ;•♦ 
and published an account of the colony, in the suc- 
cess of which Sir Walter was deeply interested, in 
1588.'^ We afterwards lose sight of him for some 
years — which, it is probable, were passed in studious 
retirement Sir Walter was committed to the Tower 
- on the 19th of July 1603 ; '■^ and in 1605 Hariot ap- 
' 'pears as one of the bIx persons who had obtained leave 
to Tepair to him at conveniejtt time.^^ Sir Walter had 
previously introduced him to the Earl of Northumber> 
land'^ (the favourer of all gf>od learning) who gene- 
rously conferred on. him an annual pension oi £\^^^ 
—which enabled him to devote his whole time to 
philosophical pursuits. In 1607 he observed the 
Halleian cornet;^ in 1609 he introduced the use of 
the new cylinders; and in 1610 he commenced his 
observations on the satelhtes of Jupiter, and on the 
solar spots, at Sion House^' — where, by the munlfi- 

" R. Haklvyt, De Orbe Novo, Parisiig, 1587. 8vo. Sig. a iiii. 
vtrio. " Hakluyt, Principal! Navigations, 1589. Fol. p. 736. 
" Ibid. p. 747. " A briefe and true report of the new found 
land of Viiginia, etc. Imprinted at London, 1588. Sro. 4to. Ato 
F./ouTf. w Birch, Addit. Ma. 4160. Art. 136. " Birch, 

Ibid. An. 122. " Wood, A. O., i. col. 390. " Isaac Wal. 
ton, L. E. P., ii. 418. " S. P. Rigaud, Misc. Works of Brad- 
ley, Oxford, 1832. 410. p. 514. " S. P. Rigaud, Account of 
Harriot's Papers, 4to. pp. 20, 31, 31, etc. 
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cence of his noble patroD, he was allowed to reside.** 
Camden,^' Hakluyt,** Capt. Smith,*' and other wor- 
thies of those times, have borne unequivocal testi- 
mony to his merit He died in 1621; uid the re- 
sults of his algebraic researches were pubhshed in 
1631.*^ Other remarkable proofs of his attachment 
to science rem^n in Ms.*' — It may be collected from 
the above facts, that Sir Walter Ralegh did not 
midervalue the fidehty and varied attainments of 
Hariot; but, when he remarks that mathematicians 
are the best authorities in accompt of times,^^ he 
names not the mathematical Hariot^ when he com.- 
memorates Galileo and his perspective glamies,^^ he 
names not the Galileo of Sion House — nor is it pos- 
sible to produce the elightest evidence that he was a 
contributor to the History of the World, 

2. Seijeant HoskinB.— " Sm( in that imprisonment 
[in the Tower] it singviarly happened that he [Sir 
Walter Ralegh] lived among literary characters, with 
the most intimate friendship. There he joined the 
Marl of Northumberland, the patron of the philoso- 
phers of his age, and with whom Rawleigh pursued his 
chemical studies ; and Serjeant Hoskins, a poet and a 
wit, . . . laid thai Rawleigh ofien consulted Hoskins on 

" Isaac Walton, L. E. P., ii. 416. " Epiatolffi, A. p. 73, 

** Vii^nia richly valued, 1609. 4lo. Sig, A3. " Description 

of New England, 1616. 4lo. p. 4. " Artis Analyticae Praxis, 

Londini, 1631. Fol. " Harl. Mss. 6001, 2— Tranecripls, ex- 

cerpts, eic.+6()B3 — seems also to contain a portion of the fn^- 
geihead of mathematical Mss. collected on the continent by Sir 
Ch&rles Cavendish.+Addit. Mss. 6763-9. Eight Solander cases 
filled nilh papers on mathematics, physics, elc. — presented to the 
Museum by Lord Egtemont in 1810. " H.W., 1614. p. 593. 
" Ibid. p. 100. 
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his literary works, I leam from a manuscript." — I. 

D'ISRAELI. 

- To lose the credit of authorship by living axRxmg 
literary characters, may come within the reach of pos- 
aibility ; but I leave that point to be mooted at the 
AtbenEBum, and the University Clubs — and shall ex- 
amine Mr. Seijeant Hoskins. lyisraeli pretends to 
leam from a vmnuicript that Ralegh ojien anMtlted 
Hoskiru on his literary works. — I shall assmne that he 
means his own manuscript, for the statement has 
been in print more than one hundred and forty years ! 
Wood describes Hoskins ae a scholar, a poet, a ■mi, 
and a critic; states that he was much esteemed by 
Camden, Selden, Daniel, and other men of note; 
that be poUshed Ben Jonson ; and that he viewed and 
reviewed, before it went to the press, the work of Sir 
Walter Ralegh — with whom he had " several years 
before (especially during their time of imprisonment 
in the Tower) been intimate." **> To that point I 
shall recur. Wood also states that " there were 
few, or none, that published books of poetry . . . but 
did lay them at his feet for approbation before they went 
to the press." Did Hoskins polish the versification of 
all his contemporaries ? The fact stated admits of 
another explanation, and serves to illustrate the nature 
of his viewing and reviewing. The puffa of that period 
were in the shape of comm^tdatory verses ; to obtain 
which authors submitted their Mss. to those who 
had the gift of verse — not to obtain criticisms. Hos- 
kins was no doubt a man of considerable abilities; 
but, like some of our contemporaries, owed much of 
his fame to eccentricity. A firm constitution and ex- 
"" A. O., i. 523. 
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trtLordiDaiy memory fitted him to become one of the 
ornameDts of Oxford — but he could not contiiTe to 
avoid expulsion. He had the honor to Bit in three ^ 
parliaments^^ — but he over-exerciaed the liberty of^^'f///' ' 
tpeech, and lost the liberty of person. He wrote 
DiTecams for Speech and Style,^^ in which he un- 
dertakes to teach otherwise then ever any precepts kaue 
taught — but the Terse of the critic does not approach 
in melody the prose of Ralegh.*' It is possible, 
neverthelesB, that Sir Walter paid him the compli- 
ment in ^MoD ; but I hesitate to admit that the 
faceie Hoekins viewed and ra>iewed, with an eye to 
criticism, the Ms. of a work which occupies in print 
more than fourteen hundred folio pages ! The state- 
ment is traceable to Aubrey — who would break kit 
neck down stairs rather than miss a story." He 
notices the imprisonment of Sir Walter Ralegh in 
the Tower, the duration of which he could not re- 
member; adds that Hoskins was a prisoner there 
too ; and was the Aristarchus of Sir Walter.*^ Wood 
makes the same fitatement in substance, which I 
have in part transcribed. IXIsraeli follows Wood 
— and his own precious Ms. They assume, as the 
chief support of their statements, that the critic Hos- 
kins had been one of the feUow-prisoners of Sir Wal- 
ter for some years at the time of the completion of 
the work. Now, I shall answer this triumvirate of 

>' B. Willis, Notilia ParUamentaria, iii. 160, 170, 221. 
" Hail. Ms, 4€04. " The Rev. P. Bliss bas printed a speci- 

mea in his augmented edition of Athene. OxonienKs, 1613-30. 
4lo. ii. 627-8. » Wood, A. 0., 1313-20. i.cilix. "Works 
of Sir W. R., Oxford, 1829. 8to. f'm. 742-3. 
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' antiquaries very briefly. The volume was published 
in March 1614'^^and Hoskins vas not committed 
to the Tower till t\ie JbSowin^ June I '^ So much for 
Mr. Serjeant Hoekins as a contributor to the Hutmy 
of the World, /f'c. ■■)}'■' cj' J- '■ '■-- ^i<----e^ 

3. Ben Jonson. — •* It hat been ascertained that Ben 
Jotuoti was a considerable contributor" — I. I^Israel!. 

There is some truth in this assertion. I^Israeli 
has bit the mark by a random shot Ben Jonaon 
contributed, anonynumsbfy the poetical deBcription of 
the frontispiece of the volume ; aud the lines appear 
in the collective edition of his writings, under the 
title of The mind of the frontispice to a booke.^ 
lyisraeli adds in a note, without citing bis authority, 
a part of the conversation of Jonson in the Kodai 
shade at Hawthomden : " Sir Walter Rawleigh es- 
teemed more fiame than conscience. Th£ best wits in 
England were employed in making his histon/ ; Ben 
himself bad written a piece to him of the Punic War, 
which he altered and set in bis book." I shall super- 
add from the same source, which has been accessible 
more than a century, that Drummond describes Jon- 
son as " a great hver and praiaer of himself, a con- 
temner and scomer of others"^ — and of such a man, 
on such a topic, it cannot be unreasonable to doubt 
the testimony. Jonson ventured in conversation 
what he did not even allude to in print ; *° and I con- 
jecture that Drummond had set some potent canary 

" Catndeiii Epistolw, A. p. 9. '" Ibkl. p. 10.+JounialB 

H. C, i. 506. The debates are not recorded. ** Woikes of 

B. Jonssa, 1640. Fol.ii. 193. " Works of W, Drummond, 
Edinb. 1711. Fol. p. 226- * W, B.J., ii. Disc. p. 102. 
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before his guest — who figures on that occasion as a 
contemner of Spenser, Shakspeare, Daniel, and Far- 
fax.*' Perhaps I could prove that he was not more 
likely to do justice to Ralegh,*' (sfhoee jut^ement and 
gti/le he praises very faintly*') but wave that point to 
consider the piece on the Punic war. Was it on the 
Jirst Punic war? The first Punic war is the very '/^, ,. ,', 
portion of andent history which Sir Walter Ralegh 
was most quaUfied to illustrate. The narrative con- 
tains repeated ^roo^ of its authorship;** with numer- 
ous characteristic allusions to Columbus, Cortes, 
Philip U. — to Cadiz, the Azores, the West Indies — 
and even a sort of announcement of the voyage to 
Guiana ! Was it on the second Punic war ? The 
narrative contains one proof of its authorehip;** and 
characteristic allusions to Columbus, Philip II., Irish 
afiairs, etc> — not to mention the chapter on duels and 
points of honor. Jonson was indeed an escellent 
scholar, and had also served in the wars;*'' but 
Ralegh was sufficientiy familiar with the narratives of 
Polyhius and Livy — of wide experience as a seaman 
and as a soldier — and it is doubtful whether Ben 
Atnue^ could have found such apt words to describe 
the naval achievements of ITuilius and Adherbal, the 
marches of Hannibal, and the battle of Canns. 
Adieu to rare Ben Jonson. It has been ascertained 
that he contributed eighteen lines of verse — but I 

" Works of W. D., p. 22S. ** Vide Oldys on langbaine, 

p. 284. *» W. B. I., ii. Disc'p. 102. " H. W„ 16U. 

pp. 336, 351, 362, 365. ** Ibid. p. 497. " W. Drum- 

mood, Extracts from li\€ HawlhomdeD Mss., Edinb. 1B31<2. 4to. 
pp. 103, 90. 
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cannot admit that he waa a contiderabU prose contri- 
butor — to the Hilary of the World, 

4. Dr. Robert BurteL — " Btri if RawUigh's pur- 
Buits surpassed even those of the most recluse and 
sedentary lives, aa Hume observesj vx must attrHnOe 
this to a ' D'. Rob' Burrel Rector of Northwold in 
y County of Norfolk [who] vras a great favourite of 
S'. Walter Raleighs & had been his Chaplm but all 
(or y" greatest p'. of y drudgery of S^ Walters Hist 
for critiosms chronology & reading of greek & 
hebrev authors were performed by him for S''. W. 

RawV"*' — I. I^IsRAELI. > 

DTsraeli states that he draws his informatioD from 
a Ms.— and exults in the disawery of the fact, be- 
cause it clears up the mystery which -excited the asto- 
nishment of the philosophic Hume. — He refen to An- 
thony Wood on Hariot : he must permit me to cite 
him on Dr. Robert Burhill : " He was much respect- 
ed and valued by Sir Walt RalMgh for his scholasti- 
cal accomplishments, who finding him a person of 
great learning, had his assistance in criticisms, in the 
reading and opening of Greek and Hebrew authors, 
when he was composing the History of the World, 
during his confinement in the Tower of London."^ 
This is the very substajtce of the Ms. — the chap- 
laincy excepted. IVIsraeh claims, within the space 
of some twenty hues, a second discovery — which has 
been before the public more than one hundred and 
forty years I 

He has the candour to point out the source of his 

^ I rolton the Ms. hereafter mentioned in preFerence to the in- 
accutsOe copy funiisheil by D'lanieli. ** A. O., ii. c<d. 4. 
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information, the Lansdowne Ms. No. 702 — of which 
he attempts a description. He thinks the Ms. 
has been mistaken for a dphering'book. Good Mr. 
ly Israeli I — as thine own friend Dibdin exclaimeth 
on a somewhat similar occasion^ — hy whom ? The 
compiler of the sale catalogue calls it ITie note book of 
one Thomas Rawiira of PopkiBs, The compiler of 
the Museum catalogue calls it 7^ note or common- 
place booh of Thomas Santlins of PophiHs. A cipher- 
ing-book ! Fluellen would have rioted in the compa- 
rison. He thinks the collections were made from 
those Mss. which Wood condemned to the flames; 
and sagaciously adds that, if so, the Ms. is the onlt/ re- 
gister of many curious facts. Now, to pass over the 
inference that what was condemned by Wood must con- 
tun curious facts, I shfJl briefly state that Wood died 
in 1695 — and that the collections of Mr. Rawlins were 
made in the years 1724-37. 

The volume contuns one hundred and eight leaves 
in small 4to. It was the adversaria of Thomas Raw- 
lins of Pophills, in the parish of Salfbrd Priors, in 
WarwicksUre.*' Rawlins seems to have studied at 
Oxford, was acquainted with Heame and Baker,''' 
and had access to the papers of Wood.** He cites 
Aubrey repeatedly ;'' hut sometimes exercised his 
patience ou transcripts from the Evening Post, and 
Worcester Jowrrtal! The memorandum in question 
occurs folio 57 verso. I conjecture it to he part of a 

* Reminiscencei, 1636. 8to, p. 89. " W. Thomu, War- 

wickshire, 1730. Fol. p. B68.+Chronicon de Donitaple, 1733. 
8»o. p. CI. " L. E. P., ii. 101, eic. " Ms. p. 3. 

•• Ibid. pp. 4, 7, 9, etc. 

e2 
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letter froiD Aubrey to Wood ; that it was the source 
of the statement made in the AtheruB Oxoniensesj 
and that the letter now exists in the Aahmolean 
Museum. It is difficult to characterise a volume so 
multifarious in its contents as the adversaria of Mr. 
Rawlins. It may contain numerous^/oc^ but carries 
no authority. We read in it, " Athens y' seat of 
learning" — " S'. Tho Bodley was bom at Exeter." 
We admit the remarks as fects, because they coindde 
with our previous notions — not on the authority of 
Mr. Rawlins. — We read in the Ms. those admired 
verses of Ralegh, Even suck is time etc. :** they were 
printed as early as 1644 ! We read in it a part of a 
letter which is there said to have been written by 
him to his relations in 1618 : it was written in 16Q3 
to Lady Ralegh M^ Such is the foundation on 
which stands one of the most notable discoveries in 

the HISTORY OF OUR VERNACULAR LrTEBATURE.* 

Other questions pertfuning to this branch of the 
argument remain for consideration. — Was Dr. Bur- 
hill qualified to afford the assistance attributed to 
him 'i Had be the opportunities of affording it? Does 
the statement of Anthony Wood bear the marks of 
credibility ? 

Robert Burhill was bom at Dymock in Gloucester- 
shire about the year 1572. He received his educa- 
tion in Corpus Chrisli college at Oxford ; where he 
graduated B.A. 1591, M.A. 1594, B.D. 1603, and 
D.D. 1632. He became noted in early life as a 
Latin poet; afterwards, as a controversiahst ; and 

" Ibid. 59 \.erto. " Works of S[r W. R., 1751. Zio. ii. 

383. "< Fu^Albennuin, 1B35. p. 626. 
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left a copious Ms. commentary oa Job. His prefer- 
mflnte were the rectory of Peterstow in Hereford- 
shire, a prebend in the cathedral of Hereford, the 
rectory of Snalewell in Cambridgeshire, and that of 
Northwold in Norfolk ; where he died in 1641.^ It 
must be admitted that he was quahfied to aSbrd all 
the asBistance which Sir Walter Ralegh can he con- 
ceived to have required. 

That he had the opportunitiee of affording such 
assistance ie extremely improbable. If we may believe 
Sir William Wade, Lieutenant of the Tower, the 
only persons who had occasional access to Sir Walter 
Ralegh in 1605, were — Gilbert Hawthorne, tipreach- 
er — Dr. Turner — Dr. John, a surgeon — John Shel- 
bery, one of the trustees of his forfeited property — 
Thomas Hariot — and hia steward of Sherborne.** 
In 1608 he was evidently under more restraint;^ 
and he did not obtmn the liberty of the Tower till 
April 1615.^ I am persuaded that extreme misap- 
prehension prevails on that point— which may he 
traced to David Lloyd.^^ The assertion that the 
THREE MAGI of the Earl of Northumberland did con- 
stantly converse with Sir Walter,^ is in part a Jktion 
— a gratuitous addition to the doubtful statement of 
Aubrey.*^ 

I name Anthony Wood with that reverence which 
is due to one who toiled in the mine of truth, not 

" Wood,A.O.,i. 764, «c,ii.*-5.+B. Willis, Surrey, ii. 607. 
+Cole,Ms». nil. fol. 212 WW. " Birch", Addit. Ms. 4160, 
Art. 123. " Birch, Ibid. Art. 123. " Birch, Addit. Ms. 

4168 — prefised memoranda. " States-men of England, 1665. 
$n. p. 489. " Wood, A. O., i. 390. " L. E. P., ii. 368. 
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SB a mirror of in^libility. lie omits half the pre- 
fermeota of Burhill ; is erroneous in his dates ; and 
contradicts himtelf repeatedly^* If he derived the 
paragraph in question from the Bame source as Raw- 
lins, he (MsbelieTed the tale of the chaplaincy — a ar- 
cuinstance which would involve the whole in dis- 
credit. The epitaph on Burhill states indeed that 
" He was most intimate with the Jwiums Sir Walter 
Raieigh, and attisted him in the critical part of his 
History of the World ^'^ but this is a mere repetition 
of Anthony Wood — the tablet which beara the epi- 
taph having been erected by Dr. Knight, Prebendary 
of Ely, in 1727.** It would be useless to amplify. 
A conjecture has been made, and shaU be left to the 
chance of verification. 

I must once more advert to Aubrey. He has been 
cited by eminent writers as authoritative — sometimes, 
it may be affirmed, too credulously. He is, at least, 
an incompetent guide on Sir Walter Ralegh. He 
describes a certain adventure of Sir Walter:^ the 
particulars could not have transpired. He states tiiat 
Sir Walter was twice married:* his only wife was 
his dear Bess.^ He states that Sir Walter made a 
voyage to Virginia in 1585 :'"> he founded the colony 
— but did not visit it" When to this precious speci- 
men of Aubrey we add his presumed error on Hariot, 
and his undoubted error on Hoskins, it will appear 

" A. 0., i. 764, 772, 789, 873.+ii. 4-5. " Cole, Mss, 

xxix. fol. 212 veno. " Cole, Mss. xlvi. p. 147. " A. O., 

1813-30. ii. col. 237. note 5. in nine copiti only, °' L, E, P., 

ii. SIO. " Oldys, L. R., p. 74, etc. " L. E. P., ii. 367. 

" R. Hakluyt, P. N., 1589. p. 725, ew. 
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that he has beea over-rated as a biographical com- 
piler. — I shall endeavour to do him justice : I beheve 
he was an accurate observer; but he often wrote from 
taenwn/y and was an indiscriminating recorder of chit- 
cheit. 

Wood pathetically notes that Aubrey " somtimet 
wovld guid him inA? Hk paths oferrour ;'" and, if both 
Wood and RawKna eojaed Aubrey on this occasion — 
their statements, devoid of concurrent testimony, may 
be conddered as devoid o{ credibility — so that I shall 
venture to strike out Dr. Robert BuiiiiU, the sole re- 
maining name in the list of contributors to the ifw- 
ioty of the World. 

I shall now endeavour to do justice to lyisraelL 
He has stated bis ca3e like an experienced pleader — 
a pleader aware of the importance of concealment, and 
of the efficacy of iri^Tatation. He does not remind us 
that Hariot was capable of assisting Ral^h in criti- 
cism and chronolofft/ — but throws out an indnuadoD 
which he had sufficient evidence to disprove !^^ He 
does not describe Hoskins as a scholar, but as a poet 
and a wit — and insinuates that little of Grecian lore 
floated from the poet. The poet Hoskins had a suf- 
ficient share of Bcholarsbip to compile about half a 
QrCek Lexicon I He calls on us, with an air of 
triumph, te state where Ralegh could " obtun that 
familiar acquaintance with the rabbins, of whose lan- 
guage he was pr<Aably entirely ignorant," Ralegh 
claims no familiar acquaintance with the rabbins — 

'" L. G. A., ij. 209. The defamatory asscition for which Wood 
wu expelled the University of Oiford — mat copiedfrom Aubrey ! 
" H. W., 1614. pp. 22, 37, etc. 
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nor does he ever t^te tbeir language. The queetion 
is entirely due to the inventive powers of D'Israeli 
himself I 

Admire Ute exquidte art of the pleader. He "has 
been retuned by the genius of pseudo-discovery. 
It is big object to establish the importance of the 
nameless memorandum on which he restti his case — 
to make it appear that the critical and chronological 
lore contained in the History of the World — that the 
Grecian lore, and the Hebreu) lore, which he pretends 
to detect in it — should all be attributed to Dr. Robert 
BurhilL 

The truth lies in the beaten path, which we will 
now examine. Sir Walter Ralegh consulted Euse- 
biuB,''* Mercator,TS Joseph Scaliger,'^ Torinelli, etc." 
on chronology ; but he sometimes introduces his own 
conjectures,'^ and even admits that he had made 
some hoitie miihreckoninga.''^ He preserved some 
acquaintance with the Greek language™ — but makes 
no display of Grecian lore. He cites -Herodotus,^' 
IHodorus Siculus,^ Strabojas etc. ^schylus,^ Pin- 
dar,^ Euripides,*' Athenteua,®' etc. in the Latin 
versions. The opinions of the Greek Fathers, he 
chiefly obtained through the medium of the biblical 
commentators.^ He acknowledges that he was alt{i- 
gether ignoraiU of the Hebrew langvage ;^ and had 

" H.W.,16U. pp. 101,130, 337, 476, etc. " Ibid. pp. 

101, 156, 246, 570, etc. " Ibid. pp. S27, 566, 570, etc. 

" Ibid. pp. 227, 571. " Ibid. pp. 160, 218. *■ Ibid. Sig. 
6 T 5. " Ibid. pp. 174, 201, etc. " Ibid. pp. 85, 124, 56. 
" Ibid. pp. 104, 116, 134. " Ibid. pp. 48, 50, 56retc. 

•■ Ibid. p. 316. » Ibid. p. 3. " Ibid. p. 94. " Ibid. 
p. 20. " Ibid.pottwi. " Ibid. Preface, Sig. E. 4. 
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recoiiree to the commentatorB for the opiniooB of the, 
rabbins.!'" He could not de§cribe Eden, Bahel, etc. 
-without Hebrew words ; but, to obviate the charge of 
assumed erudition, remarks that he found the expla^ 
nation of some words in Montanus, of others in 
Sixtus Senensis, and adds, '* of the rest J have bor~ 
f/noed the interpretation of some of my learned friends" 
One of these fiiends was probably the Rey. Gilbert 
Hawthorne, who seems to have been his chaplain. 
Sir Walter had given proofs of great depthe and goode 
readynge in divinity previou* to his impriBoninent.B' 
We may infer that be would make choice of a learned 
man as his chaplain. 

Perhaps inore has been advanced on the point at 
issue, than was due to the cobweb arguments of 
lyisraeli ; but much more could be stated in illustra- 
tion of historic truth, and on the accredited claims of 
Sir Walter Ralegh. I shall not, therefore, quit the 
rare and renoamed knight unceremoniously. 

It is certain that superior abilities, much leisure, 
and continued application, were requisite to the pro- 
duction of the History of the World. It ia abo cer- 
tain that Sir Walter Ralegh possessed those qualifi- 
cations. We will review the testimonies of his con- 
temporaries ; and not silently permit this modem 
aspirant in discovery to overset his claim to the credit 
of authorship — supported, as it is, by the evidence of 
the work it«elf. 

I shall summon even a royal witness. Elizabeth, i/.'-^"'- 
who was a pr^kient in the reading of men as well as 

•• Ibid.^Muitm. " Sir J. Uaringlon, Kug« Antique, 1779. / ' 
ISraQ.ii. 152. f 9 '^ 
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boohs,^ and was accustomed to the display of talents 
of the choicest stamp, took Sir Walter Ralegh for s 
" kind of oracle,"^" Sir Kobert Cecil, whose enmity 
towards him has been sufficiently proved, advertang in 
his own diary to the trial at Winchester, records tJut 
he produced in his defence " at tnvck at the wit of 
man could deviie."^ Sir Robert Naunton, one of the 
offidal instruments of his condemnation, declares 
that he possessed straoff -natural wit, with the " ad- 
juncts of smne general learning which hg diligence he 
ertfarced. to great augmentation and perfection ^'^ and 
the historiographer Howell, always rich in intelli- 
gence, assures us he had " heard his enemies confess 

I that he was one of the weightiest and wisest men that 

j this Island ever bred."^ 

His leisure is a matter of notoriety. He bad 
passed more than ten gears in the Tower when be 
published his work. I^IsTaeli, however, to add plau- 
sibility to the pretence of discovery, calls on us to 
recollect the little time which he " could aUow to such 
erudite pursuits" He afterwards admits that his 
confinement was " sufficient for the composition of this 
folio volume, and of a second which appears to have oc- 
cupied him ;" so that if we avail ourselves of the 
notions of lyisraeh — we arrive at the curious con- 
clusion that the'period was insufficient for the compo- 
sition of one volume, but sufficient for the composition 
of two volumes ! 
His habits of application, and love of literature, 

" Sir E. Naunton, ■ Fragmenta Regalia, 1641. 4io. p. 31. 
^ Ibid. p. 35. 0* Addit. Ms. 4160, 136. " F. a., p. 34. 
" Familiar Letters, 1655. 8vo. ii. 92. 
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are undeniable. We £nd him a member of a literary 
sodety;*'' a benefactor to the Bodleian Library ;58 a 
patron of learned writers ;W borrowing Mbs. of the 
collector Cotton; furnishing others to the teamed 
Selden, etc'"^ Sir Robert Naunton, who possessed 
the best opportunities of ascertaining his true charac- 
ter, and could have no motive to exalt it, declares 
that " if ever man drew virtue out of JKcessiti/ it was 
ke"">^ — declares that he was " the ffreat example of 
indtatnf" — an " indeJatigaiJe reader whether by sea or 
land, and none of the least observers of men and the 
ftW*."'"* It is moreover reported that he left above 
three thousand sheets of autograph Ms.'"* 

The internal evidence of the authorship of one 
portion of the work has been stated; and I shall now 
briefly examine the first book. The preface abounds 
in characteristic touches. We commence with the 
text. A review of the various opinions on the site of 
Paradise, leads the author to mention his experience 
" neere the line and under it." '** Adverting to the 
notion of Becanus that the Tree of Life was the Ficus 
Ifidica, he says, " /my selfe haue seene tweniie thou- 
sand of them in one vaRey, not fare from Paria in 
America."^'"' In his reflectiona on patriarchal longe- 
vity, he informs us that he " knew the old Countesse (f 
Desjwmd in Monster "^°^ The ark of Noah is de- 
scribed in the style of a seaman ; and it calls to his 

" Oldys, L. R., p. 130. " Ibid. p. 106. "" Ibid. p. 34. 
"» Ibid, p. 130. "* F, R., p. 34. '" Ibid Ms. copy io 

my possession — the printed text is erroneous. ™ D. Lloyd, 

States-men of England, 1665. Bvo. p. 490. "^ H, W., 1614. 

p. 46. "» Ibid. p. 67, ™ Ibid. p. T8. 
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recollection the rpouti which he had seen in the West 
Indies, and what he had been told of floods by " tome 
ancient smtthscyers" in Americ^"^ In narrating the 
early attempts at navigation, he speaks of coracles 
and canoes — and adds, *' Of the me sort I haue seme 
in Ireland, ofSie other in the Indies." ^"^ Pointing out 
the misconceptions which had occurred in naming 
■newly discovered countries, he states the origin of the 
name of Peru " as diners Spaniards in ike Indies as- 
sured" him;"* and adds, " The same hapned among 
th£ English, which I sent vnder Sir Richard GreeneuiU 
to inhabite Virginia." ^^'' Need I proceed? The 
above passages are neither eloquent, nor grand, nor 
pathetic. Were they written by Thomas Hariot? or 
by Mr. Serjeant Hoskins ? or by Ben Jonsoa ? or by 
Dr. Robert Bmrel ? 

It is difficult, on some occasions, to preserve a suit- 
able measure of gravity — hut the attempt must now 
be made. — If we examine the whole of the above evi- 
dence; if we compare the more prominent facts con- 
tained in it with the statements and insinuations of 
lyisraeh; we must either assume that his acqu^ntn 
ance with our vernacular literature is extremely super- 
ficial, and that he has not read the smallest portion of 
the work of which he pretends to have discovered the 
secret history — or, we must come to a conclusion not 
much adapted to establish his character as a.fiathful 
and ingenuous writer. 

Sir Walter Ralegh, it may be once more stated, 
was endowed with splendid abilities ; but his abilities, 

^ Ibid. pp. 109, 7, 5. J" Ibid. p. 154. ™ Ibid. p. 175. 
'"> Ibid. p. 175. 
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without Other qualifications, would not have produced 
the History of the World, It is in the cootitiued at- 
tachment to literature which he so especially evinced, 
and in the hahit of assiduous apphcation to hie par- 
suits, that we read Aie eeeret histon/ of its composi- 
tion. I make the assertion with confidence — being 
enabled to prove its congeniality with his own senti- 
ments : " Ojms perofftait labor et amor. W. Sa^fi,""^ 

lyisraeli, in one short essay, calls in question 
the character and ahihties of Giorgio Vasari, and of 
Sir Walter Ralegh. He insinuates that the two 
celebrated works to which their names seemed for 
ever attached, have been mis-ascribed ; assumes to 
himself the discovery of the secret history of those 
works; and, by a convenient apphcation of critico- 
arithmetical science, pronounces those two instances 
<Jf discovery to be equivalent to beenty. I shall 
assume that, in this and a preceding article, I have 
effected the demolition of hb tuio discoveries ; and, 
adopting the said critico-arithmetical process, might 
therefore claim the merit of restoring twenty deserving 
individuals to their rank and honors in the B4publique 
des Lettres — but, if the Court of Appeal to which all 
cases of this description appertain, should decide in 
favor of the validity of only one tenth part of such 
claim, 1 shall rejoice at having accepted the Projetsor- 
tkip of Criticism — and that I made my d^but with the 
Cvmiitite of X'itecatutt. 

■■' Album or Capt. Segar — successively in \be collectiona of 
Mr^ Meyrick, Mr. Bindley, and Mr. Heber. 
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•," The essay on the ucriptioii of The Hittory cf 
the World to Sir Walter Ralegh has received sacih 
emphatic praise, that I cannot condescend to vindi- 
cate it till some more formidable opponent than Mi. 
lyisraeli shall arise. I leave to their iDeritable &te 
iasfils^td quotation on Hariot^ his audacious infer- 
ence, his misrepresentations on Hawthorne, etc, his 
quirks, and his conjectures. A sagacious observation 
by Sir Walter Ralegh himself and a short comment 
on tiie paragraph in which Mr, I^Israeli passes sen- 
tence on my essay, is all that I propose to add : — 

" TTtere is no errovr which hath not eome slipperie 
and bad Jimndation, or eome apparaace of probobilitie 
resembling truth, which when men. who gtudie to be nn- 
fftdar^nde out, gtraining reaton according to &eir fancies 
they then publish to the world matter of contention and 
jmigling : not dowbtitig but in the varioMe deformitie of 
mens minds tojinde tome partaiufrs or seetatours." — Sir 
Walter Ralegh."* 

This observation proves that there have been 
lyisraelis in former times; and I recommend it to 
our modem D'lsraeli, as a text for him to meditate 
on for the reminder of his days. 

" In his article of Sir Walter Rawleigh, with a pa- 
rade of original research, he has only followed in the 
wake of his more cour^ous predecessor, Mr. Tytler." — 
L lyisRAELi."' 

These three lines call for as many remarks. 1. 
It is not said that the parade of original research is 
mere parade ; and I quietly submit^ as it is impossi- 
ble to return the compliment: Mr. D'lsraeli has 

'" H. W., 1614. p. 57. '" 1. 1., p. 80. 
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flubetaotia] reasons for not dting A& antborities. 2. 
Mr, Tytler, I am persuaded, would be courtesy itself 
to those who hare a claim on his courtesy ; but he 
did not hesitate to characterise the article of Mr. 
lyisraeli as " a remarkable and instructiTe example 
how certainly supernal research leads to error, and 
error to irffustice." "* S. I am prond to announce that 
Mr. Tytler, in whose wake I am said to Jhllow, has 
commended my essay for its " precision and satisfac^ 
toiy strength," for the " neto informcUion it communi- 
catesf" etc. 



Art. X. — Plulip III. of Spain — his last ill- 
ness, and premature death. 

'^ Philip the Third was gravely seaiedly tbe^fire-side .• '')'." 
tie^re-maher of the court had kiTidled so great a quantity / 
of wood, that the motuirch was nearly suffocated with heat, 
and his grandeur would not suffer him to rise from the 
chair s the domestics could not presume to enter the apart' 
ment, because it was against the etiquette. At length the 
Marquis de Potat appeared, and the Mng ordered him to 
damp the fire ; but he excused himself i alleging that he 
wasforhid^ri by the etiquette to perform such a function, 
for which the Duhe eC Usseda ought to be called upon, as it 
was his business. The duke was gone out : the fire burnt 
ftxTcer : and the king endured it, rather than derogate from 
his dignity. . Swt his blood was heated to such a degree, 
^at an aysipelas i^the head tqipeared the next day, which, 
succeeded by a violent fever, carried him off in I62I, in the 
twenty-fourth year ofhts age" — I. D'Isbakli.' 



* Life of Sir W. R., p. 458. " C. L., 
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The nature of this Tolume has required the irk- 
some repetitioD of Tarious statements to which it was 
not desirahle to give additional currency j and now, 
on the most serious of all subjects, requires me to ex- 
hibit — a caricature. That Philip III. of Spain died 
in 1621 is an undoubted ^ict: the rest of the above 
narrative is a tissue of fiction and witticism. 

I oppose to it a plain account, founded on coeval 
authorities ; on the despatch sent to Gondomar,* the 
memoir of Philip III. which was presented to bis son 
and successor by Forretio,^ and the more extended 
History compiled by his official chronicler Gil Gonza- 
lez Davila.* 

Philip the Third, after hearing mass on Sunday the 
28th of Feb. 1621, [N.S.J felt indisposed. Fever 
soon made its appearance, accompanied with erysipe~ 
}a» — from which he had before suffered severely. He 
eentinued in the same state about a week, when 
symptoms more untoward supervened. On the 29th 
of March he commanded the attendance of his chil- 
dren. Addressing the Prince he said, " He Uamado 
para que veais en h que/enece todo"=Ikave called you 
that you may see what is the end of aU things; and 
he recommended the Infanta Maria to hie especial 

> Addit. Mi. 410B. fol. 172. > Dichos, y Hcchoa de el 
Senor Hey D. Phelipe- III. Por el Licenciado 'ParKno—frmted 
in Memoriag para la Historia de Don Felipe III. Rey de Eapnfia. 
Recogidoa por Don Juao YaGei. En Madrid, 1723. 4to. p. 322, 
elc. ' Historia de la Vida y Hechos del incUto Monaroa, 

aiDado y eanto D. Felipe Tercero. Obra postbuma del Maestro 
Gil Gonzalez Danla— printed in Monarquia de EspaSa. Madrid, 
1770-1. Fol. 3volf. 
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cai^ llie same night he received the sacramente 
and extreme unction. On the 30tb he executed hiri 
will, the preparation of which had been ordered two 
years before ; and he expired on the following morn- 
ing. From the commen cement of the disease, the 
King entertained no hopes of recovery. He seemed, 
says Davila, as cert^n of his approaching end as if it 
kad been revealed to Mm. 

We must not consider the objectionable narrative 
as the invention of D'Israeli, who never composes in u^*-*'* 
BO ntm-vemacular a style. It is evidently a transla- 
tion from the French. From Amelot de la Hous- 
saye ? I cannot find it ; but there I find the apocry- 
phal anecdote with which D'laraeli is so excessively 
delighted — the anecdote of Philippe de Comines and 
the boots I 

But we pass over the caricature, to examine focts 
and dates. Disraeli asserts that Philip III. died in 
ike twenty-fourth year of his age. — The writer who 
attempts history, should bestow an occasional thought 
on the art de vhifier les dates. If Phihp died in his ' 
twenty-fourth year, he must have been bom about 
1598. Did Gregorio Madera dedicate to him the 
Pre-eminence of Spain by anticipation.* Did his 
ftitfaer undertake to teach bim the art of government 
before he could lisp in Spanish?^ Was our gallant 
Earl of Nottingham — with a suite of six hundred 
noblemen, knights, gentlemen, etc. — sent on an em- 

* Ejicelenciu de la Monarchia de Espafia, Valladolid, 1597. 
Fol. ' Teslimonio de las cosas qve pasaaroo ea la iiiu«rte de 
Phelipe II., Valencia, 1599. 4to. p. 110. 
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baBsy to a child ?'> The questione eeem absurd — 
but tbey raise naturally out of the absurdity of the 
Btatement of lyiBraeli. El Padre Mariana, whose 
historical Tolumes are sufficiently accessible, would 
have informed faim that Philip died in the forty-third 
year ofhi» age ;^ and the renowned huttrriador Don 
Luis Cabrera de Cordoba, who had carefully studied 
the principles of bis art, would have informed him 
that he was bora on the 14th of April ld78 at two of 
the clock in the morning.^ 

D'Israeli produced the fiction in 1791' It is 
therefore one of those cases in which — assuming 
the correctness of certain calculatdons stated in the 
article on Cervantes — he has misled more than 
ticenty thousand of his readers I That a writer on 
Spanish etiguetU, and on Spanish poetry, should have 
made no more progress in Spanish history after forty 
years of additional research, is certainly one of the 
CurudftiM of litttaturt. 

*,* £ehoId a triumph I Behold the hsbo op 
DOR VERNACULAR LrFERATURE — erect lu the folded 
chariot of popularity — dad in purple and embroidery 
like his own predous volumes — a crown of laurel on 
his head — his breast adorned with an amulet which 
repels criticism ; behold with admiration '. and hear 
the periodical shouts as he advances in solemn proces- 
sion along the via triumphalis towards the brazen 

' R. Treswell, A Relation, etc. 1605. 4to. pp. 2, 62. ' His- 
loiiB General de Eipaiia, Madrid, 1780. Fol. ii. 937. ' De 

HUlona, para entenderla y escrivirla, Madiid, 1611. 4lo.+FiIipe 
Seg»iido, Madrid, 1619. Fol. p. 976. 
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portal of BTadenham House. Behold, alas 1 the late 
Honoraiy ProfeBSor of Criticisia—Jallenjrom his high 
estate — laden with the chaine of error — tiie victor him- 
self acting the pantonume to add insult to misfortune ; 
behold with commiseratioD ! and hear him lament, 
in the intervals of lo triumphe, that he should have 
exchanged his quiet pursuits for Uie din and jeopardy 
of warfare — lament, above all, that he should have 
had the temerity to cope with bo experienced and re- 
doubtable a cbieftfun 1 

Such are the soul-exciting ideas which the ingeni' 
ma comment of Mr. DTsraeli on the above article is 
calculated to create — at the ^rgt glance. On exxmin- 
ing it more attentively, we discover that this imposing 
affect is produced by; 1. A falsified quotation. 2. 
Three false assertions. 8. A. fiat contradiction ; and '■ 
4. Two absurd inferences. 

1. A felsified quotation. — I bad remarked that 
" the writer who attempts history should bestow an 
occasional thought on the art de vhijier ks dates." 
This was an allusion — but no reference. When I 
call Mr. lyiBraeli retourdi, is it a reference to Mo- 
lifire ? When I state that liability to criticism is one 
of the eaiamities of authors, is it a reference to the 
work of lyisraeli ? He felt the force of the objec- 
tion; and in order to make it appear that I had cited 
a work without having consulted it, alters it to L'Art 
de vernier ka Dates. 

2. Three false assertions. — He asserts that his cari- 
cature narrative, with all the details, is to be found in 
L'Art de verifier Us Dates. 1 deny it The narrative 
stands thus: "Ce Friuce fut lavictime de I'^tiquette. 
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Etant au Conseil, il ee plaignit d^ k vapeur d'lm 
brasier qui I'mcommodoit^ d'aut&nt plus qu'il relevdit 
d'une graode maladie. L'Officier charge du Boin 
d'entretenir le feu ^taot abseDt, personne n'osa rem- 
plir son emploi. Cette d^ljcatesse couta la vie au 
MoDarque."'° He asserts that it is also to be found 
in the Bioffrapkie Universelie. I deny it. M. de 
Beauehamp, the author of that article, gives the 
above account almost verhatim.^^ T was aware of the 
anecdote as given in the Art de verifier Us Date*, and 
in the Bioffrapkie Universelie — works which were 
close to my professorial chair. I have since found it 
more fully stated by Desormeaux,^^ who cites no 
authority. The antipathy between the French and 
Spaniards is adverted to by Desormeaux as a no- 
torious fact, and probably gave rise to the anecdote. 
I consider it as a French fabrication ; and agree with 
a periodical critic in thinking " it certainly is incom- 
prebensihle how Mr. I^Ieraeli could credit such 
nonsense."" Mr. jyisraeli then boldly refers to the 
Art de verifier les Dates for an explanatioa of what he 
is pleased to call his clerical error in describing 
Philip as " dying in the twenty-fourth year of his 
age ;" and saitb, " For the word age, read reiffTi." 
Verily, Mr. lyisraeli, thou art a genius of a peculiar 
cast Dom Clement himself bears witness against 
thee ! " Philippe meurt le 31 Mars, [1621] ag6 de 
4S ans moins 14 jours, dans la 23* anvi^ de son reffne."^* 

"> Art de verifier lea Dales, Paiis, 17T0. iD-fol. p. 833. 
" Biog. UoiT., xxxiv. 157, " Ahr^g^ chtonologique de 

I'Hiatoire d'Espagne, Paris, 1759-8. In-12. iv. 361. » Alhe- 

DKUin, 20 Jul. 1838. " A. V. D., p. 623. 
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3. A flat contradiction. — MK lyisraeli thus quotes 
me correctly : " We must not consider the ohjection- 
ahle narrative as the invention of lyisraeli" — and 
afterwards says, " He accuses me of febricatiDg an 
anecdote in Spanish history," etc'* This is above 
the reach of ordinary intellects — and requires some of 
his own incomparable illustration. 

4. Two absurd inferences. — I had stated that the 
Anecdote is evidently a translation from the French 
— on account of its gaUicisma : our anti-ratiocinative 
critic considers this as a proof of anti-Galtic preju- 
dice! He assumes its authenticity — because, as be 
pretends, it appears in the Art de verifier les Dates .- 
Dom Clement, to whom we owe the edition of 1770, 
denounces one portion of his own work as plein d'in- 
exactitudes^^ — a mark of candour which deserves the 
especial notice of Mr. I^Israeli. 



Art. XI. — The Rev. Samuel Purchas, 
M.A. — the unheard-of TrayeWer. 

" Pttfchas, who, in the reign of our JirU James, had 
tpent hif life in travels to form his Relation of the World, 
when he gave it to the public, for the reward of his labours 
was thrown into prison, at the suit of his printer. Yet this 
was the book which, he informs Charles the First in his de- 
dication, his father read every night with great prq^ and 
sati^action." — I. D"Israbi.i.' 

I spoke with diffidence on Camoens — and even 
had recourse to a sort of invocation. I speak with 
" 1. 1., pp. 42, 78. '• A. V. D., p. 91 J. ' C. L,, i. 46. 
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coafidence on Purchas — being more at home on the 
subject of Voyages and Travels. If an invocation 
did seem requidte, I ebould certainly invoke the 
Ri^t Honorable Thomas GrenviUe. 

TTie above short extract from one of the dtaaical 
and mo»t charming essays of IXIsraeli (I characterise 
them in the classical and jnoet dutrwing diction of his 
-f- enthusiastic eulogist Bulwer) contains three asser- 
tions which demand the application of my critical 



He asserts 'that Purchas, in the reign of our Jvrst 
James, had ^/ent hie life in travels to form his Relation 
of the World. — Now, James I. ascended the throne 
on the 24th of March 1603, and Purchas had com- 
pleted at the press his Pilgrimage or Melations of the 
World, a closely-printed folio of near 800 pages, be- 
fore the expiration of the year 1612;^ which leaves a 
short Ufa to poor Purchas — and a short period for a 
pilgrimage over Asia, Africa, and America, with the 
islands ai^acent! But this is a minor point Did 
Purchas really practise the art of transport by land 
and by water? or did he pilgrimize in his library 
chair ? Has he given us, Uke Humboldt, a personal 
narrative of travels? or is the volume a mere com- 
plation ? This is a question of considerable im- 
portance in the history of our vernacular literature — 
and therefore entitled to a right serious and ample 
discussion. 

The earliest biographer of Purchas celebrates bim 
as a philosopher, a historian, and a (Uvine' — not as a 

' Pvtchai his Pilgrimage, 1613. Fo). Ded. ' Boissaidi 

KbUotheca, Fiaucofrrti, 1628. 4to. An. S3, p. 397. 
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traveller. He fobricates for him a distich which 
meiits repetition : — 

" Gaudeat irriguua Ptolomiei nomine Nilus, 
Ast Aoglis primus sum Ptolomsua ego." 

Imitated. 
Let ihe o'erflowiog Nile in Ptolem; rejoice, 
Me her first Ptolemy, proclaims the English voice. 

Now, if the learned 6ibricator of this diatich had con- 
sidered PuTchas to he a traveller, he might perhaps 
have compared him to Strabo — he certainly would 
not have compared him to Ptolemy. Fuller omits to 
notice Purchas among the Worthies of England, 
Anthony Wood celebrates him for the <* natural 
genie he had to the cdkcHitg and writing of voyages, 
travels, and pilgrimages ■"* Bishop Kennet as a " la- 
borious collector of travels and navigations;"' the 
Rev. Philip Morant as " compiler of the very valua- 
ble collection of voyages which bears his name;"* 
and M. de Larenaudi^re, a well-informed writer 
on such topics, says, " On doit a son z^le et it sa 
vaste Erudition I'un des plus c^l^bres recueils de 
voyages qui aient ^te puhli^s."^ In short, I can dis- 
cover no writer who celebrates Purchas for his extra- 
ordinary locomotive achievements — no writer who 
classes him with Marco Polo, Ibn Batuta, Varthema, 
Teixeira, etc instead of classing him with Fracan- 
zani, Grynseus, Ramusio, Hakluyt, and Thevenot — 
except D* Israeli. 

* Athens Oxonienaes, 1691-2. Fol. i. 62i. ' Lanadowoe 

Ma. 984. fol. 114. * Bi(w. Brit., p. 3447. ' Bic«. Univ., 
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We are all liable to be misled hy autborities ; bat to 
hazard aseertions without the semblaoce of authority 
is scarcely pardonable. I shall therefore so far advo- 
cate the cause of I^Israeli, as to point out Bome dr- 
cumstances which &7or his hypothesis. 

Furchas adopted as hie mott(s ADVena bVM ^;o 
et peregrlnVa In terrls sICVt patre8" = "'I am a 
stranger with thee, and a pUgrim, as all my fathers 
were;"" he calls the Pi^rimage his " first voyage of 
discouerie ;" *** he describes himself as " shipped for 
the new workl ;" *' he speaks of the dangers to which 
he was subject " in passing along snowie and fierie 
hills, deceitful! vnwbolesonie bogges, scorching sandie 
plaines, wildernesses inhabited with wilde beasts, 
habitations peopled with wilder .... men f^^ he 
mentions being " embarqued tm the Peruvian coast" 
on bis homeward voyage;" and at the close of the 
narrative he ezclums with rapture, " now me thinkes 
I see the shores of England, from which my hngring 
pilgrimage hath long detmned me : I heare the bells, 
and see the bon-fires," etc'* 

But this language, if it has deceived a certain 
writer on geographical styU,^^ carries no conviction to 
the mind of the Professor of Criticism. 

As to the motto, it is evidently a chronogram ; and 
I pronounce ex cathedrd that the capitab should be 
read thus, A.MDCVVVVIIII— which was twelve 
years after the conclusion of the supposed pilgrimage. 

* Pilgrimes, Front. * Comp. Psalm xxxix. 13. and 

Hebrews, xi. 13. >* Pil«:rimBge, 1613. Ded. " Ibid. p. 

601. " Ibid. p. 737. " Ibid: p. 737. " Ibid. p. 752. 
■• C. L., i. 127. 



D,™),prib,Google 



ILLUSTRATED. 97 

I proceed to the other points. Purchas, it is true, 
speaks of his first voyage of discovery — but he admits 
that it made him indebted to Ramusio, Hakluyt, and 
taien hundred authors ;^^ he states that he was ship- 

C">ed for the new world — but we find that he sailed on 
ID inkU sea ,-" we also find that after hie escape &om 
the snowy and fiery hills of Peru, he proposed to re- 
turn by the commoditie of a paper-bar he ;'^^ and as to 
his exclantations on the bells and bonfires which 
greeted him when he approached the shores of Eng- 
land — I apprehend he means to intimate that the last 
sheets of his work were sent to press on the 5th of 
November, 1612 !« 

I shall now produce more deddve evidence. If 
Purchas travelled over Asia, Africa, and America, 
toith the isiands adja^xnt, how are we to interpret cer- 
tain verses addressed to one of the noted travellers of 
tliose times, the Rev. Edward Terry ? 

" Tboi^h most geographers hare the good hap 
To travel b a safe expencelesM map. 
And while the world to us ihey represent. 
No further yet then Pilgrim Furchm went, 
Past DovfTS dreadful] cliffe afraid to go" — *' 

Fiction often lurks in prose — and truth sometimes 
discovers itself in verse. Creswell, the author of 
these lines, was perfectly correct in his allusion. 
Purchas compiled bis Pilgrimage at the obscure 
village of Eastwood, amidst the " daily cares of his 
family, and the weekly dueties oi preaching and cate- 

■' Pilgrimage, 1613. Cat. and Ded. " Ibid. p. 601. 

"Ibid. p. 737. " Ibid. p.752+edit. 1614.p.918. "Voy- 
age to East-India, 1655. Svo. Sig. A 6. 
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chising ;"=* and declares that he " neuer traaeUed two 
ktmdred miles" from his native town — Thaxted in 
Essex I« 

D'Israeli then asserts that Purcbas, when he gve 
his Pilgrimage to the public, for the reward of Ma 
labour! was thrown into priton,ai the suit of his printer. 
— To this assertion, propounded with all the techni- 
cal precifienese of a learned dvilian, I (U^tach not an 
atom of credit The work was never printed at the 
expense of Pundias. The first edition, which bears 
the date of 1613, was printed by fViUiam StanAy for 
Hearie Fetheratone. It is clear therefore that the 
printer could have no clium on Purcbas : the trans- 
actions as to copyright were no doubt between 
Fetheretone and Purcbas — who could not have been 
the debtor. I venture to advance another step: I 
deny the existence of evidence that be waa ever 
thrown into prison, or even became involved in debt, 
on account ofhisjndtlications. 

Purcbas has left us some pointed remarks on the 
vocation of a bookseller, a printer, etc.^^ He com- 
i plains that the " stationer or booke-seller" hires th^ 
I printer as an " vnderling, and suckes out his sweetest 
/ gaines f but, prone as he is to introduce his private 
affairs, he does not describe kimaelf as a sufferer — he 
makes no allusion to the walls of a prison. The Pil- 
grimage was in fact one of the most successful publi- 
cations of that period. It was reprinted by Stansby 
for Fetiierstone in 1614, in 1617, and in 1626; and 
Purcbas assures us that he bad been " often qaareUed 

'■ Pilgrim^e, 1613. Ded. " Pilgrimea, 1625. Fol. iv. 

1980. ^ Pilgrim, 1619. 8vo. p. 622. 
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fm Jbrdng men by frequent additions in later editions 
to reneto their purchase of Purchas his renewed Pil- 
ffrimoffe."^* 

- I am aware that Wood, after enumeratiiig the 
works of Purchas, adds, " by the pubUshing of 
which books he brought hujiBelf into debt;"''* but 
the vagueneBS of this asBcrtion rather dimiaisbes its 
authority. 

I do not mean to contend that Purchas was never 
in necessitous circumstances. He held, indeed, the 
vicarage of Eastwood in Essex, and the rectory of 
Saint Martin, Ludgate — which he describes as a 
" benifice not of the worst;" but in 1618 he bad 
the misfortune to lose a brothCT-in-law, leaving him 
" the cares of another family, the widdow and the 
fathertesse," and also his own brother Daniel, leav- 
ing him " to pay manifold debts, and to prouide for 
bis foure little fatherlesse and motherlesse orphans."^^ 
To those events we should no doubt attribute his 
poverty. His own testimony seems decisive : he 
complains that be was " almost executed hy exectitor- 
diip.""^ He so far, however, recovered from the 
effects of those very disheartening events, as to pass 
the sammers of 1621-4; in the new polemical college 
at Chelsea — assiduously occupied in preparing for 
the press his Pilgriwes;^ and on the Slst of May 
1625, he was in possession of " house and holds with 
other goods" '^ 

" Pilgrimage, 1626. FoU Ded. to Abp. Abbot. " A. O., 
i. eaa. " Pilgrim, 1619. flvo. Pre/off. " Ibid. " Pil- 
grimes, 1635. Fol. ' To the Reader. » Transcript of his 

Will. 

f9 
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As I have controverted tbe authority of Anthony 
Wood, on this and other occasions, it is fit that I 
should apologize to his Oxonian admirers. I readily 
admit the vast importance of his laborious compila- 
tions; I admit that he took extreme pains to draw 
truth from her almost impenetrable recesses; but 
he was not always successful, and was liable to be 
misled by interested and credulous correspondents. 
His account of Purchas is incomplete and erroneous. 
He could not decide where he was bom; Purchas 
himself informs us he was bom at lliaxted.** He 
could not ascertain in what college at Cambridge 
he was educated : Purchas names the college of' 
Smnt John.'^ He ascribes to him a sermon on 
Psalm 39. 6: it is no doubt the Pilgrim which be 
had before mentioned. He states that be died about 
1628; now if he had read on sis lines in the work 
cited, he would have found — obiit armo prasentis geatli 
XXVI. 

The truth is that Purchas, often admonished by in- 
Jirmities, made his will on the Slst of May 1625, and 
died before the end of September 1626 ;'"' and I can- 
not omit to point out as a remarkable circumstance, 
that Wood should cite the article in which his death 
is correctly recorded, yet overlook the fact — and tfiat 
his error should have been copied by some of tbe most 

" Pilgrimes, 1625. Fol. iv. 19B0. »' Ibid. iii. Dfd. 

" " Register of Burials of Saiiil MartiD, Ludgale, London. 
' 1636. -The Last of September Mr Siimewell Purchaa our 
psoa.' — I certify the abttve a a iiue copj taken this 27th of 
March 1836. Wimessmy hand, W, G. lluet, M. A. OfRciating 
Minister." 
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assiduous inquirers into English biography. Bishop 
Kennet, the Rev. Philip Morant, Mr. Alexander 
Chalmers, etc. . , 

Having narrated the untimely fate of Purehas, ^'■' - 
I shall revert to his earliest biographer. Wood calls ."' / ; '■ 
Mm 8. learned person s'^^ Morant is more circumstan- 
tial, calling him a learned foreigner ;^* -Chalmers, 
adopting the language of his predecessors, calls him 
Boitsard^ — Boissard! who had been in his grave a 
quarter of a century I ^^ I take this mysterious writer , 
to have been a learned Englishman. — Now for the 
proofe and illustrations. We open Icones qvinqvaginfa 
mroTvm etc. cum eprum vttis descriptis a 1. 1. Boismrdo. 
FruTicoJurti, 1597. 4to. We place by its side, Bihlio- 
theca Hue Theaavros virtvtis et glorice : etc. per 1. 1. 
Boismrdvm. Francofvrti, sumptibus Gvilielmi Fitzeri. 
Armo 1628. It proves to be a new edition of the 
Icones qvinqvaginfa. We remark on the title, " Ac- 
cesserunt clariss. aliquot virorum effigies & vitee nunc 
recens conscriptse" — and among these viri clarissimi 
appears Samuel Purehas. We then examine //. 
Pars lamvm, etc, Francofarti apud GuiL Fitzerum, 
1630. 4to. In the dedication to Rfaurice, Landgrave 
of Hesse, we read, after an alludon to the taste of 
Pliny for the memorials of ancient worthies, and a 
remark that nature still produced men entitled to 
admiration, " Ost^ndent id ad viuum expressa 
tauontriAxra doctissimorum virorum, quae annis superi- 
oribus TheodorvB de Bry, socer mens clarisdmee 

" A. O., 1691-2. i. 822. " Bigg. Bril., p. 3448. " Gen. 
Biog. Did., 1798. xii.420+Ibid. 1812, etc. xxv. 385. * WeU«, 
Bioz. Univ., v. S6. 
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memoTue, thedala sua deztra exsculpsit ; quaque ego 
nouit quilmsdam sideribus prasentis stBcuH adauxi." — 
and this dedicatioD ie signed, " Gullielmiia fltzer 
Anglus Ijbrariufl Francot" — The chuit of evidence 
seems complete. It may be confidently annoimced 
that the earliest biographer of Purchas wae William 
ntzer, a learned Eiiglitkman — established as a pub- 
lisher at Frankfort, and son-in-law to John Theodore 
de Bry. We cease to wonder that this learned person 
— this leamedJbreiffiKT — this Boittard — should com- 
memorate an Englishman. We cease to 'wonder that 
he should commemorate Purchas in preference to 
Ralegh, Camden, Bacon, etc. — for the Pi'^'wies of 
Purchas ^mished the chief materials of thd tweliUli 
part of the Petits Voyages of De Bry and his succes- 
sors, which part wf^ edited by Fitzer,'' and the fron- 
tispiece of the work &mished him with the portrait 
of Purchas. 

I ask pardon for this short excursion — which my 
exploratory genius irresistibly impelled me to under* 
take — and shall now endeavour to recover the road to 
Bradehham House. 

D* Israeli asserts, in conclusion, that James I. 
read the Pilgrimage every night with great projii 
and satisfaction, — I take this to he aq instance of 
hallucination. Purchas, speaking of the Pilgrimes 
— a work which di^rs from tire Pil^mage " both 
in the object and subject" — assures us that his 
Majesty made the volumes " his nightly taske, till 
God cfalled him by fatall sicknesse to a better pilgrim- 

" Camus, M^moiie sur la collectioD des Grands et PeliU Voy- 
ages, Paris, 1803. In-4. p. 271, -elc. 
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age f> so that if the words read every night, etc are 
to be ctmsidered oa a modern version of meuk them his 
niffhtfy taake, etc they are evidently miiaa^plied. 

Master Furcbas, it should be stated, -was exces- 
sively addicted to harping on one string. He styles 
himself a.pi^rim ; he entitles one of hie publicatioDs 
his Pilgrimage'^ — which contains, as he expresses it, 
" actions, factions, fractions of religions and states ;" 
another publication he entitles his Pilgrim*'' — in 
which he declaims on the vanities of life " not for 
flashes of witlie lightnings, or of thundeiing afiright* 
ing rhetorikes," etc; and another bis PUgrimea**- 
— which he describes as " a world of histories com- 
posed into a bistorie of the world." The PUgrirtua 
was the work which James I. made bis nightly taske 
in the short period which elapsed between its publi- 
cation and the close of his life. The Pilgrimage had, 
for some years, been one of bis favorite volumes; 
and, as Purchas assures us, bis Majesty *^ professed 
fieely that he had read the worke seuen times"*' — 
a drcumstance which would appear incredible to 
those who are not aware that Purchas, whatever be 
his merit as a collector and editor of Voyages and 
Travels, was in bis own compositions the very Prince 

OF QUIBBLERS I 

I shall now deliver my critical sentence. — That a 
D.C.L. of the university of Oxford and F.S.A. of 
Londou^tbat a man who has been extolled for his 

" Pilgrimage, 1626. Bed. to Charlu I. " Pvrchas his 
Pilgrimage, 1613. Fol. * Pvreliaa his Pilgrim, 1619, 8vo. 

" Pvrchaa his Pilgrim es, 1625. Fol. 4 parts, " Pilgrimage, 

1626. Ded. 
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love cmd knowledge of literary hittoty" — ahould cir- 
culate Buch extraordioary fictions on a Bubjeet of wluch 
the facts were so accessible — a subject so interesting 
to a nation justly proud of ber navigators and travel- 
lers — is a. circumstance wbicb is bencefortb to be 
considered as entitled to an eminent station among the 
€uxiD6ititS of litrtatun. 

*,* To my extreme humiliation, it appears that 
our commentator is no admirer of the above elaborate 
article on the Rev. Samuel Furchas. Thus irreve- 
rently thereon dotii be venture to emit bis critical 
sentence : " After all his facetious researches, and 
the parade of his authorities, this recondite biblio- 
grapher has only revealed a circumstance to be found 
in tile most common sources, and even in Alexander 
Chalmers I" Mr. I^lsraeli may be very familiar with 
common sources; but I hold up his sentence as the 
romance of literary history — and between us let the 
critics decide. 

The allusion to some relationship between common 
sources and Alexander Chalmers, leads me to undertake 
another excursion — in the same description of vehicle 
as was adopted by Master Furchas in his travels over 
Asia, Africa, and America, vrith the islands adjacent ! 

I have admitted Mr. Alexander Chalmei^ to be 
one of the most assiduous inquirers into Britisb 
biography ; but must declare that I have never con- ^ 
suited the General Biographical Dictionary with even 
a tolerable share of satisfaction. The remarks imply ,' 
no inconsistency. The enterprise was above the 
" J.W. Croker, Life of Johngoii, 1831. 8vo. Preface, p. xxii. 
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powers of an individual ; and required, as Bacon es- 
presBes it, the conjunction of labours. It may be suf- 
fident to state, in defence of this opinion, that the 
new edition contains about two thousand re-written 
articles, and near four thousand additional lives ! 

The article on Purchas is extremely defective. 
His earliest biographer is misnamed; his death is 
misdated; his Pilgrim is misdated; and the Pil- 
ffrimes, his most important work, is described as a 
portion of the Pilgrimage — from which it differs both 
in the object and subject. Other articles which have 
been examined, proved not superior to that on 
Purchas ; and the result of such experience is, that I 
could never persuade myself to cite the work as an 
authority. 

The Biographic UniverseUe, to which I have made 
frequent references, is the conjoint production of 
more than three hundred writers. The superiority 
of its execution is commensurate with the superiority 
of its plan. In this capital work we have Newton 
and Bradley historised and appreciated by Biot ; 
Wren, by Quatremere de Quinry ; Smeaton and 
Rennie, by De Prony ; Ray, G. Edwards, Pennant, 
etc. by Cuvier ; Dampier and Cook, by De Rossel ; 
Dawes and Markland, by Boissonade. Other similar 
instances might be produced; hut it is' certun that 
no general biography, and especially one of foreign 
ocmsbruction, can supply all the information which is 
required in a national biography. 

A new British Biography is therefore a desiderar 
turn. A substantial collection appeared in the Gene- 
ral Dictiottary in 1734-41 ;. of- which- a vast portion 
f5 
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was coBtributed by the Rev. Thomas Birch. ITie 
Bioffrapkia Britanmca followed iu 1747-66. The 
chief writers were the Rev. Thomas BrougfatoD, Dr. 
Campbell, the Rev. Philip Morant, Dr. Nicolle, W. 
Oldys, etc The secesMon of Campbell* and the 
death of Oldys, had an unfavorable effect on the lat- 
ter volumes. The non-completion of the Bwgrapkia 
Literaria, and of the second edition of the Biographia 
Britanmca, were unfortueate events in the history of 
our national biography ; and the General Biographical 
Didionary has now become tlie chief repertory — on 
which, with every respect for the memory of its 
editor, I have ventured to deliver my opinion. 

I must repeat that a BriHth Biography — a work of 
moderate extent, and just proportions — based on 
adequate reBearch, and accompanied by references to 
the authorities — composed by men whose abilities and 
pursiubB would qualify them to appreciate the sub- 
jects introduced — men who would unreservedly con- 
tribute the produce of their studies in honor of depart- 
ed merit, and for the imtmction of our contempo- 
raries and of posterity — is a desideratum of imperious 
urgency; and it gratifies me to learn that the Royal 
Society of Literature has some such project under 
consideration. The Camden Society would no doubt 
join in tiie promotion of so congenial and patriotic 
an enterprise. 

As I have disserted rather seriously on Alexander 
Chalmers, on British biography, and on the cenyuno- 
Hon of labours, it may be desirable to add a spice of 
entertainment — which an exposition of the ingenuity 
of our commentator in palliating his error, cannot 
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fail to afford. He states that the name of Purchas 
ofpears inetdm^ly in his lucubrations ; and that the 
retd purport was to illustrate the poverty of the lefflii- 
ed. He pathetically pleads his own youthful inexpe- 
rience ; and, though Furchas never deceived more 
than ONE writer, and his oveiMn'edulouB admirers, he 
condraans him for entrapping his readers by *' ridicu- 
lout peraonificatiom of himself as a traveller." This he 
very deliberately calls a cheerfid achunoledgement of 
his mistake! He does not attempt to explain how 
this absurd error escaped the " continued corrections of 
ttuxeasive editions" He does not attempt to account 
for the stationary nature of his intellectual property. 
Id short, he seems to have no idea of the important 
fact — that those who are bom with a superfiuity of / 
conceit seldom acquire a superfluity of information. 



Art. XII. — The Rev. Samuel Purchas, 
M.A. — sipping coffee at Constantinople, anno 
1614. 

" Our own Purchas, at the time that Valle wrote, was 
also ' a Pilgrim,' and well hnew what was ' Coffa,' whwh 
' they drank as hot as they can [sic] endure U ; it is as 
bUuA as soot, and tastes not muck unlihe it; good they say 
for digestien and mirth.' " — I. D'Israeli.' 

The name of Purchas has a remarkable efiect on 
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D'lsraeli : it quite seta in motion hie imagiDative 
facultiee. A want of sensibiCty to the species of 
fiction in which he excels, has indeed tempted me to 
check some of his flights ; and, like the critical and 
faaHdiom FadladeeTi, I shall now repeat the opera- 
tion. 

Pietro Delia Valle left Venice on his traveb the 
8th of June, and reached Constantinople the 15tb of 
August, 1614.' Furchas had completed his piU 
griiHage, whether real or ima^ary, iu 1612.' Are 
we to assume that he undertook a second pilgrimage 
over AHa, Africa, and America, with the islands a^a- 
eent f It is utterly incredible ; and the sole point foe 
consideration therefore is, did he have recourse to 
cofiee to counteract the effects of the ^rossenetse ofihe 
aire at Eastwood in Essex ? 

A glance at the early history of coffee will decide 
this point — Von Hammer seems to state that it was 
introduced into the Ottoman empire about the year 
1555.* Rauwol^ a learned botanist, who passed 
some months at Aleppo in 157S-4, found Cfumbe, or 
cofiee, in common use at that celebrated emporium, 
and on sale in all the bazars.^ M. de Monfart, a 
brave spirit, who made an over-land journey to Can- 
ton in 1608, (I commend him to the notice of M. de 
Larenaudi^re) assures us that " a cert^e drinke 
called Caahiete as blacke as inke" was " drunke from 
Turkey to China ;" and, with true French tast^ de- 

' \'oyage3 de P. Delia Vall£, Paris, 1745. lo-ia. i. 2, 30, 
' Pilgrimage, 1613. Fol. Ded. * Silvestre de Sacy, Journal 

des Sa?an8, 1832. p. 733. ' Collection of TraTcls. By J. 
Ray. 1693. 8vo. i. 93. 
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scribea it as " exceeding vihohome and good."^ But 
this notable panegyric of M. de Monfart, which 
passed the London preBS in 1615, appears to have 
made no impression on the merchants composing our 
East India and Levant. Companies.^ Lord Bacon 
indeed, vho died in 1626, a short time before Fur- 
chas, minutely describes the culinary process and 
qualities of Coffa — but not as an e:r;}mmCTitii/ philo- 
sopher : his Lordship announces it as a drink which, 
ttey haxe in Turkey.^ Evelyn, the inquisitive Eve- 
lyn, informs us that Nathaniel Conopios, a Cretan, 
who was placed by Archbishop Laud at Balliol col- /\^ . '• 
lege, Oxford, between 1637-40, was the "jft-rf he // 
ecer saw drink coffee;"^ and Wood received similar 
information from some of ^e ancients of that col- 
lege."> We must decide, on this accumulation of 
evidence, that Purcbas knew not the luxury of coffee 
— and that the assertion of I^Iaraeli is one of the 
flights of his imaginative faculties. 

I shall now state the plain ^ac&. In 1615 the ac- 
complished George Sandys published his elaborate 
description of the Turkish Empire, ^gypt^ the Holy- 
land, etc." He reached Constantinople on the lat i ' - 
of October 1610, and having passed near four months 
in the house of Sir Thomas Qlover, ambassador from 
James I. to Sultan Achmet^ was well qualified to de^ 

* Exact and cniovs sirvey of all the £aat iDdies, 1615. 4to. 
pp. 28, 39. ' L. Roberts, MercliSDls Mappe of C'ommeree, 
1638. Fol. pauim. ' Sylra Syharrm, 1626. Fol. No. 738. 
' Memoira, iStS. 4lo. >. 7. '° Athentc Oxonienses, 1G9I-2. ii. 
6S8. " A Itelation of a loumey begun An; Doin ; 1610. 
1615. Fol. 
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Scribe the manneiB of the TurkB. He &vta remarks 
on the use of cofiee : — 

[The Turks] " aippe of a drinke called Coffii (of ibe berry 
diat it is made of) in little China dishes, a« hot as they can 
suffer it : blacke as KK>t(^ and tutiag not much valike it . . . 
which helpeth, as they say, digestiim, aud procureih alacrity :'"' 

In 161? Purdiaa publiahed a third and much en- 
larged edition of his Pi^rimtye. He divided Book 
in. Chap. 10. into paragraphs, and avuling himself 
of the DarratiTe of Sandys to form the paragraph, Of 
the Turkith manners — repeated, with some slight va- 
riatioQ, the above remarks on iKiffee." 

The worthy Purchas, it is (dear, intended no de- 
ception — for he admits, at the commencement of the 
paragraph, that he viewi the Thtrks mih the eya of 
MaMer George Sandys / The maker of a sciap- 
book, however, can seldom spare time to examine 
tiie context He does not (as Stow is reported 
to have done) lay down the shears to take up 0u 
pen,^* but takes up the sdBsore or the pea ao- 
cording to circimistances ; and having, by ex-tci^ 
sum, transcription, and other facile operations, as- 
sembled a convenient quantity of materials, and 
placed them in nwit admired f^uorffer— perchance 
dignifies the motley assemblage with the title of 
Curia<itit< of Kittroturt. 

•,• The name of our new Illustrator has been 
enrolled, for more than twenty years, among the his- 
torians of coffee. He has declined, boweyer, to notice 

" A Relation, etc. 1615. Fol. pp. 28, 66. " Pilgrimage, 

1617, Fol. p. 340. " C. L., i. 330. 
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the Constantinopolitan anecdote separ^ly. Now, I 
mai nt ain that the occasional use of coffee might have 
had a beneficial influence on his lucubrations; and 
that it was injudicious to treat with contempt a potsp 
ble which was denied to Vii^l himself — which Vol- 
taire adored — which ins^nred the verses of Belille ;— 

" n est nne liqueur au pofete biea chgre, 

Qui roanquait k Virile, et qu'adorait Voltaire; 
C'est loi, divin Caf^, dont I'aimable liqueur, 
&OU alterer la tite, €panouit le cceur 1" 



Aet. XIII. — A glance into the French 
Academy — with a history of certain arm- 
chairs. • 

" In the republic cf kUen the ettaMuhment of an 
atxtdemj/ has been a favourite prqject ; yet perhtgu it it 
Uoie more than an Ubqnan xh^me. 7%^ united effottt 
of men of letlert in Academies have produced Hale." — 

I. D'ISRASLI.' 

lyisraeli entitles his article A glance into the 
French Academy, but commences with one of bis 
smart paragraphs on academies en masse. He for- 
merly declared that the perfetAion of criticism was 
owing to the establishment of academies.' He now 
views them as Utopian schemes; and has even the 
hardihood to pronounce that we must not expect 
" any continuity of investiffation, any curiosity of rC' 

' C. Lt ii. 238. ' C. L., 1791. 8vo. p. 170. 
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tearch . . . .from the labour of many."^ A reply 
would be superfluous — and might subject me to 
the charge of excessive condescension ; but I shall 
submit two short excerpts to hia aober considera- 
tion: — 

" L«t thb ground tbecfore [of the increase and advancement 
of learning] be layd, that all noikes are ouercdmen by amplitude 
of reward, by soundaesse of direction, and by the coaiunctian of 
tabori." — Bacon.' 

" Les gouverDeniens sages, convaincua de I'utilit^ des so- 
ci^l^ savantes ... lea enfisageni conme fun det pr'mcipaui 
fondemens de la gloure et de la protperili da empire!."^ L*- 

lyisraeli then casts a fflance into the French Acu' 
demy, portly through the coloured spectacles of Fu- 
reti^re. llie Academy was founded in 16Sd;^ and 
the statutes required the composition of a {Hctioaary, 
a Grammar^ a didactic treatise on Rhefymc, and on 
Poetry. Hie Didionary alone has appeared ; but 
D'Israeli silently passes over what the Academy has 
omitted to perform — to twit it on what it has per- 
formed ! He remarks that tjie Dictionary of Fure- 
ti^re became a formidable rival to that of the Acade- 
my. Is it TioK a formidable riv^P He adds that 
Joh^ison did as mtick as the forty themselves. This is 
a very flat version of David Ganick : — 
" And Johnson, well-aria'd like a hero of yore, 
Has beat forty French, and nill beat forty more t" ' 

' Alhenffum, 1835. p. 626. ' Of the Proiicience of Learn- 

ing, 1605. 4to. Sig. Aa veno. ' Exposition du Sysleme du 

Monde, Paris, 1824. In-8. ii. 345. ' Pellisson, Ilistoire de 

I'Acad^ie Fnin{»3i;e, Paris, 1730. Iii-12. i. 4, 30. ' Bosnel), 
Life of Johnson, 1811. Svo. i. S8j. 
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Tbe dictionaries scarcely admit of a compariaon: 
they rather form a contrast The Academy gives no 
atymoloffieg — wtiich Johnson seldom omits. But, 
Johnson passes over the pronunciation .- the Academy 
notices aU its exceptions. Johnson very frequently 
explaiits one word by another : the Academy almost 
always defines, and its definitions are models of phi- 
losophical precision. Johnson borrows his example$ 
from other writers, so that ten lines are Bometimes 
required to introduce one word: the Academy has 
formed the chief portion of its examples — which are 
more pertinent, much more condse, and infinitely 
more numerous. — The work of Johnson does him 
honor as an individual : that of the Academy is much 
superior to it — because it has been produced by the 
cmytmction ofhboursfi 

The Academy has other claims to commendation. 
The very existence of it is a stimulus to perfection. 
The discours de riception of its members form a rich 
assemblage of didactic and critical papers ; and I may 
mention that of Buffon, as worth all the treatises of 
rhetoric from Aristotle to Whately. The reports 
which they make on works of importance keep alive 
the spirit of clatsical composition. The subjects 
proposed as prize essays have called forth the 
talents of Laharpe, Marmontel, \'illemain, etc — 
and even its public meetings (I could speak as 
an eye-witness on the Academic des Beaux-Arts) 

' A Dictionary of Ihe English Language, etc. By Samuel 
Johiuon, LL.D. 1783. 4to. 2 vols.+Dictionnaire de rAcnd^niie 
FraDfaiae, sixi^nie &litioD. [Avec une pr^foce par M. Villemain.] 
Paris, 1S3S. In-1.2Tol. 
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eumot but operate as an exdtemeiit to emula- 
tion.B 

I have noir to noUce tiie arm-churs. In 171S M. 
de la Monnoyej on the ioTitation of Cardinal d'Ea- 
tr^ee, etc. offered himaelf as candidate for a vacant 
seat in the Academy,>i> At tiie mature age of seventy* 
two he cherished an Utopian icheme. The academi- 
ciaiis who were ™THinBlH had for some time alwented 
themeelvee from the meetingB, because they were not 
allowed arm-chiurB — a distinction reserved for the 
three members who held office.^' The cardinals 
were anxious to vote for their candidate; and an 
expedient which would reconcile their notions of 
dignity with the printdples of academic equality, was 
a special desideratum. IVIsraeli asserts, in tkit in- 
stance on no mean authority, that Louis XIV. hit on 
the expedient, and sent ^oHy ann.«hair8 for the forty 
members. I disbelieve both his assertions — shall 
seat myself in one of the arm^churs — and examine 
the minutw : — 

" Sa Majesi^ approuve ^ntierement lea changeraeos qui ont 
iti proposal par I'aauUmie Jranqaiit pour le« sieges ft bras, du 
moment qu'il d'; a rieo de coDtraire dans \fs slatula et r^&. 

J« suis ravi en moD particulier que cet exp^ienl, qui parait 
trts-coavenable, procure k I'acad^mie la satia^tion de jouii de 
ce qu'elle a de plus illuslre, etc. 
[M. de Pontchannin— au marquis de Daugeau— 4 Nor. 1713.] 

* Almanach Royal, In-8. + Choix de Discoun de Reception, 
Paris, 1B14. In-8. 3 vol.+Couronues Academiques, Paris, 1T87. 
In-8. 2 vol. + Dannou, Journal des Savans, 1616-36. " G. 

Peignot, Nouvelles Eecberches aur La Monnoye, Dijon, 1833. 
Iu-8. p. 33. " Kaynouard, J. des S., 1832. p. 233. 
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!Ea mime temps At. de FoQlaQieu, intendant dea meubles de U 

couroDiie,eutordredefaiie porter dugarde-meublefr¥n(«fanteuils 
i L'acadfmie, ea atCendant qu'on en eQt bit de neufs. 

6 Novembre, M. de Fontanieu, iatendant des meubles, a fait 
appoiter i la salle de Tacadgiuie, au Louvre, trente fauteuib." " 

I have DOW to deliver my sentence on the imti- 
academic sally of D'Israeli. It must be admitted that 
the united efforts of men of letters could not have pro- 
duced it — and I tlierefore primounce it to be one of the 
Cutiotfitteil at littrotun. 

*«* Our sharp-sighted Illustrator pretends that 
the arm-chairs were the prepmideratinff oigecta of my 
meditations on the above occasion. The conclusioo 
of the article proves the reverse : I did not even 
allude to the arm-chairs. His anti-academic remark 
was the main object in view — a remark, however, 
Irhich I may have censured too seriously. It appears 
to have been only one of the pioneers of his intended 
history of our vemacidar literature — on which the 
public in general, and the ghost of Kitson in particu- 
lar, have been so cruelly tantalized. 

As the history of the arm-duure may be a subject 
better suited to my homely pen than the utility of 
academies, I shall return to it Mr. D'Israeli ad- 
mits that I have been enabled to correct him as to 
Uieir niunher — by some " obscure researches" The 
source of information, so obscure to this Illustrator, 
was the Journal des Savants ! He considers that I 
owe it to the. public to search after the " ten unac- 
counted for Louis Quatorzes V It would be beneath 

" Raynouard, Ibid. p. 333. 
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my antiqaarUn dignity ; and I therefore commbsion 
our dealer in curiontUi. 



Art. XIV. — La Guirlande de Ju/Zc— with 

curious specimens of history and ratiocination. 

" Receuez, 6 Nymphe adorable, 
Dont leg mura re^oiuenl les loii, 
Cette CovHuiiSE plus durable 
Que celle que Von met sur la teste des Roys-" 

M. le Marquis de Monlausier — k Julie.' 

Could I borrow the pen which immortalized 
Lalla Rookh, or dip that which I hold in a rainbow, 
it might be possible to express myself in suitable 
terms on La Guirlande de Julie — but it is not to be 
believed that Thomas Moore would lend his pec, 
and the other expedient may not be practicable. I 
promise) therefore, no more than a plun statement of 
facta. 

La Guirlande de Julie, a manuscript embellished 
with paindngs, was devised by M. le Marquis de 
Montausier (afterwards Due de Montausier, and 
Gouvemeur du Dauphin, son of Louis XIV.) a^ a 
gift to Julie Lucine d'Angennes de Rambouillet, of 
whom he was the avowed admirer. It was presented 
in 1641. The Marquis was one of the finest charac- 
ters of his time, a man omi de lovies tortet de vertus ; 
and Julie was pronounced to be incomparcdiie.* — Her 

■ Guirlande de Julie, Paris, 1784 ln-8. p. 3. ■ H. de La- 

porte, Biog. Univ., ixii. 456-e3. 
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portrut, by Mignard, is preserved in the Spencer col- 
lection at Althorp. 

. The Yolume is in folio, and coDsiets of ninety-eight 
leaves of vellum. TTie preliminary portion contains 
two titles, a Zephyr hreathing on a garland of twenty- y-^ 
nine flowers, the madrigal of which a fragment ap- 
pears above, and four blank leaves. The twenty- 
nine flowers piunted on separate leaves by Nicolas 
Robert, and sixty-one madrigals by M. de Montau- 
^er, M. Conrart, M. des Marets, M. de Malleville, 
etc. occupy the remunder of the volume. The writ- 
ing was executed by the inimitable Nicolas Jarry. 
The volume, which is bound in red morocco stamped 
^th the cipher of Julie,^ has ornamented the hbra- 
ries of M. de Gaignieres, M. I'Abb^ de Rothelin, 
M. de Boze, M. le President de Cotte, M. G^gnat, 
and M. le Due de la ValU^re. It was purchased by 
Mr. Thomas Payne in 1784; is stud to have been 
brought to England ; to have re-crossed the channel ; 
and to be now the property of the descendants of 
the Due de la ValUere.* 

If lyisraeli had made no attempts at facts or in- 
ferences in the article under consideration — if he had 
merely wrapped up La Guirlande de Julie in his own 
^langkd phraseology — he would have acted with 

discretion ; but he e^ayeth to describe the rtature 

' M. Van Praet, Cat. de M. de la Vallifere, ii. 382, etc. M. de 
Gaigiiifere8,Supp.,p.57.+G. de J., 1784. NotUe. ' H.de 
Laporle, Biog. Univ., ixix. 46S. Messra. Payne and Foaa, aiid 
Mr. R. H. Evans, have favored me vrith their recollections on this 
subject. They cannot speak positively ; and I suspect the article 
was purchased under an injunction of aecrecy. 
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of the ffifit and to give the hxttory of the partiet,^ 
With what succeBS, Bball be made evident 

Tlie bibliographicsl part of hia easay, in which he 
transforniB a Zephyr into a Cupid painted to the life, 
is extremely curious — but I shall produce, in pre- 
ference, half-a-dozen specimeoB of history and rati9- 
cination. 

1. He asserts that ILa Guirlande de Julie was a 
new-yeta'i gift, — I shall call it a name-day ffifi ;° huti 
if he can prove ttut the jour de Tan, and the jmtr de 
la fete de JuUe, coincided — let him take the benefit of 
such cointsdence. 2. He intimates that Gustavus Adol- 
ftoB of Sweden preoccupied the heart of Julie. — 
GuBtavuB married when Julie was a cluld;^ and 
his consort, the heroic Eleonora, surrived him.' 
S. He aseertfi that the gift was presented a. short time 
afier the death of Gustavua, — Shakspeare informs us 
how time travels on certun occasions. Shall we 
estimate this short time at three months ? It was 
nine years ! ^ 4. He asserts that the ^ft was stuxeaf 

fit — The charm, at all events, was slow in its opera- 
tion — for Julie did not pronounce the welcome mono- 
syllable till (bur years sfterwards,^'^ and was Uien near 

forty P' The Marquis had not spared the epithets 
aimahle, ineomparable, adorabU '^ — but Julie was iaex- 

' C, L., i. 363. ' N. Petit, Vie de M, le Due de Moniaa- 

(id, Paris, 1729. In-12. ii. 134. ' Art de v^riAer les Dates, 

1783, etc. ii. lOO.+H. de laporte, Biog. Udit., iiik. 460. 
■ W. Harte, Hist, of Giut&vDs Adolphua, 1759. 4to. ii. 304, etc 
' A. V. D., ii. 101. ^ N. Petit, V. de M., i. 83. " H. de 
Lapom, Biog. Univ., xa%. 460. " G. de J., pp. 3, 19, 45, 

etc. 
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orahle. The Queen and CardinBl Mazarin interposed 
their influence ; aud Julie, after a courtebip of twice 
seven yeaxg, married ia obedience .to parental catHio- 
rity/^^ The Marquis obtained her heart — but it 
waB a post-nuptial gift.^* 5. He asBerts that La 
GuirUmde found its way to England in the French 
revolution. — Rabaut de Saint-Etienne waa not aware 
that the revolution commenced so earlyas 1784.'^ 
It is one of the historical discoveries of D'Israeli. 6. 
He states, with unwonted coirectnees, that La Guir- 
lande was sold in 1770 for 780 livres, and in 1784 
for 14510 livres. He does not state that it was ever 
sold for a smaller sum — yet holds up the history of it 
as a Usiim to collectors. A choice specimen of ratio- 
cination ! The facts, as stated by himself, tend to 
prove the reverse of his inference. 

Historical accuracy, and an approach to ration- 
nation, are d^ri^le on all points — but on minor 
deviations who would be severe? I shall there- 
fore wave further criticism — however astonished 
that D'Israeli should have bestowed no more pains 
when writing on so brilliant a specimen of the 
Caxxaiitui of Kttrcaturt. 

*«* In connexion with this sentimental subject, 
Mr. D'Israeli bestows on me divers wiseemly names ; 
to wit : Huriothrumbo, solemn idiot, atom of spite, clod, ' 
etc. The real provocation was not slight: I had pr^ 
luded in a style too ambitiously ornate ; and had un- 
feelingly applied to that of Mr. D'Israeli the too cha- 

" N. Petit, V. de M., i. 83. " Ibid. i. 64. " G.ieJ., 
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racteiietic epithet apangUd ! The alleged provocation 
was, that I had mis-stated facts. 

I repeat it, La Guirlande de Julie was a name-day 
gift. M. de Giugnieres, one of the earliest posses- 
sors of the Ms., assures us that it was presented 
" Ujour de la fite de Julie ;" and the editors of the 
verses, in 1729 and 1784, confirm the statement of 
M. de Ga^ni^res. Huet, I am aware, says other- 
wise;*^ but, as the Abhe d'Olivet informs ua, his 
memory was much impaired when he wrote his 
pensees.^'' He had ceased to be a man of facts ; and 
his affliction is nowhere more obvious than in the 
account which he gives of La Guirlande de Julie. 

Mr. lyieraeli then says, with more than sufficient 
grandiloquence, that Julie " declared and aU France 
repeated it, that she was in love with Gustavus, and 
refused to have any other lover." I deny it Huet 
says, "Julie faisoit paroitre une grande admiration 
pour la valeur de ce Prince. £lle avoit sou portrait 
dans sa nielle, & prenoit plaisir d dire qu'elle ne 
vouloit point d'autre galant que lui." It is easy to 
conceive that Julie admired the valour of Gustavus, 
but that is no proof of love ; and if she had unfortunate- 
ly fallen in love with the hero, she would not have 
told her love. Now, it grieves me to disenchant Mr. 
:' ' . . Quintessence of Sentitnmtality touching the fiur Julie ; 
but, in truth, she waB tlie very anUpode of a roman- 
tic lover. She was accustomed to say, " Que tes 
hommes lui avoient aj^nis d aimer let hetes!"'^^ She 



J 



'« Huaiana, Paris, 1722. In-I2. p. 104. " Ibid. p. xvU. 

** Paroles Mfmorablei, recueilliea par Gab. Broticr, Paris, 1790. 
Id-B. p. 263. 
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had an aversion to marTiage;^^ and her admiration of 
Gustavus was one of her convenient excuaex. There 
are always reEources on such occasions. She would 
sometinies say, " qu'elle ne comprenoit pas comment 
on pouvoit do sang froid se donner un Maitre ; que 
leg hommee le sent toujours, quoiqu'ih puissent dire ; 
& que pour elle, elle renonceroit le plus tard qu'elle 
pourroit a sa liberie."** 

This information may be new to Mr. lyisraeli; 
and I hope our giant of sagacity, our orach of psycho- ' 
logy, our patentee of smtimejttality, may be able to * 
comprehend it — for it forms a part of the "history 
of the heart." 



Art. XV. — The true sources o{ Secret His- 
tory — now first disclosed by I. D'Israeli, Esq., 
D.C.L. and F.S.A. 

" True sources of secret history. This is a 
svf^ect u>hich has been hitherto hut impetfectly comprehend- 
ed even bg some historians themselves ;" — I. D'Israeli. ' 

Herodotus, in the exordium of bis venerable 
writings, incidentally gives an excellent definition of 
history. Sallust and Livy have also left some sen- 
sible remarks on its utiUty ; and if we descend to the 
times in which intellect shone with diminished splen- 

'* H. Petit, Vie de M., i. 46. * Ibid. i. 46-T. ' C. L., 
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dour, we find Meitre Wace state its object with equal 
propriety and terseaeaa: — . 

" Por remembrer des ancessoara 
li f«i fe U dii h li mourt — "' 

IXIsraeli, however, announces an improved de- 
scription of history — which he denominates secret 
hittory. He seems to have intended a definidon of 
it; but it is impossible to define what is imperfect' 
ly comprehended. We observe indeed, in the course 
of twenty pages of declamation, two fragments of a 
definition, vis. that " Secret history is the supplement 
of history itself, and is its great corrector f and that 
" there are otviotisly two species ; it is positive, or it is 
relative" It appears from the first fragment that 
secret history is not history itself, but Bometbing supe- 
rior to it It appears from the second iragment, in 
connexion with some additional remarks, that secret 
history is positive when the facts are Jirst given to the 
iDorld — that it is positive secret history when it ceases 
to be secret ; and relative, in proportion to the knon^ 
ledge of those to whom it is communicated — which may 
be said with equal correctness of the positive, and iu- 
deed of every description of knowledge from the 
sounds of A B C to the Principia of Newton. 

Facts and opinions are within the reach of criti- 
cism; but inane declamation does not possess the 
same tangilnhty — and, besides, criticism is too preci- 
ous an article to be thrown away. If D'lsraeli had 
consulted Father Grifiet, he would have furnished 
him with %mae positive notions on the sources of his- 

* BoniaD de Ron, Rouen, 1837. In-B. i. 1. 
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tory;* and so would M. Koch — who has treated the 
subject with such comprehensive brevity, that I shall 
not apologize for traoBcribing his introductory re- 
marks: — 

" Soitrcei de rAiihrfre.— Le caractfere principal de l'bis(oire, 
c'est la v^rit^. Pour la trouver, il faut £clairer les t^moigna^ 
de I'hisloire du flambeau d'une saine critique. Ces t^moignages 
sont de deux esp^ces ; 1 . Les octet et momanent publict, tela que 
les m^ailles, inscriptions, trait^s, chartres, diplomes, el g^nerale- 
ment tous les ^rits i^ig^s ou publics d'autorll^ publique. 3. 
Let icrimiini privii; auteura d'histoires, de chroniques, de m^ 
iDoires, de ieltres. Ces ^rivains sonl ou contemporains ou 
^loignfs des tempa dont ila feriTent ITiistoire."' 

To pass from general history to English history. 
The learned Carte, in his review of the materials of 
English history, avoids the senseless term secret kig- 
tory;^ and so does Sir Harris Nicolas, even when 
writing on the Privy Council* — but cease we to 
dispute on the mere name. Compare the informa- 
tion aflForded by lyisraeli on this hitherto but im- 
perficthf comprehended subject, with the substantial 
and elaborate analysis of the manuscript materials of 
English history drawn out by Sir Alexander Luders^ 
— it has not even the value of a walking shadow. 

' Traits des difiKrentes sortes de preuves qui servent & ^tablir 
la T^rit^ de rhiatoire, A Liege, 1 770. In-tS. ' Tableau des 

Revolutions de I'Europe, Paris, 1814. In-S, i. p, jtv. ' A 

Collection of the aevefal papers published by Mr, Thomas Carte, 
in relation to his History of England, 1744. 8vo. ' Proceed- 

ings and Ordinances of the Privy Council of England, 1634, etc. 
6vo. rol. i. Prrjace. ' Rep. on Public Records, IBOO. Fol. 

pp. 51&.fi3. 

02 
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The perpetual sneer at histDrians which is ob- 
servable in the essay of lyisraeli, claims a hand- 
some repayment— but I have intimated my deter- 
mination to be parsimonious of criticisai on this 
occasion. It may be added that the short remarks 
introduced, are to be considered as the preliminaries 
of two other subjects — the Restoration cf Charles JI., 
and the Character of Queen Mary II. — which fixed 
my attention while occupied on the survey of the 
Cuiioeititg of littraluti. 

•,• A considerable portion of The lUvgtrator Illus- 
trated is inexplicable by the rules of a:iticism which 
apply to other works. If we believe it to have been 
assumed by Mr. I^Israeli that the Curiotities of Lite- 
rature JUustrated was only in the hands of some ob- 
scure persons — that no bibliopolist of renown would 
ever exercise his diffusive capabilities in favor of so 
anti-popular a work — and that faMfied quotations, 
misTepresentatioDS of every description, the attribu- 
tion of motives which have never operated, and of 
feelings which do not exist, might therefore be made 
with comparative impunity — the difGcultieB of expli- 
cation immediately vanish. This proposition I shall 
illustrate hy two examples; premising that other 
articles furnish examples much more remarkable — 
and that the proposition is, to speak bibliographically, 
a Key to The Illustrator lUustrated. 

I. I had stated that " Herodotus, in the exordium 
of his venerable writings, incidentally gives an excel- 
lent definition of history" — and believe the remark 
to be indisputable. Mr. I^Israeli seems to have felt 
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it 80. He alters it to, " Herodotus in his esordium 
gives us an excellent definition of history" — -and 
forthwitli declares that Herodotus certainly never in- 
tended it \ 

2. I had produced a very neat and comprehensive 
paragraph, from the Tableau of M. Koch, on the 
sources of history — in which they are considered as 
either public or private. In defiance of this circum- 
stance, Mr. jyisraeli declares that I " cannot under- 
stand that there may be a combination of private and 
public history," etc 

The proper illustration of Art xv. would have been 
a definition of secret history — in Ueu of which we 
have lEEFUL remarks' on my ijujnlity to comprehend, 
etc. I had, in fact, committed an apparent error of 
a serious nature — in naming Herodotus, Sallust, and 
Livy, before D'Israell. I can assure him, on the 
word of a man of honor, that it arose out of my at- 
tachment to the art de v6rifier les dates. 



Art. XVI. — Secret history of the Restora- 
tion of Charles II.—" I always give the pour 
and the contre r — /. D' Israeli. 

" In hittory the RestortOion ^ ChaHes a^)ears in all its 
splendour — the iing is joyfully received at Dover, and the 
shore is covered by hit subfecta tm their knees — avwds of 
the great hurry to Canterbury — the army is drOum vp, etc. 
in a uiord, all that is told in history describes a monarch 
the most pouxrful and the most happy. * ■ * Turn to the 
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_fiUthfuI memoriaUgt — turn to Clarendon, in his own 
life I and ree ^tail Jind tAat the pouter vf the king vxa 
then at dubioM a* when he wot an exile ; and hU JeelinffS 
were m much ranged, that he had nearly remived on a hat 

flight." — I. D'ISBAKLl.' 

The article which IVlBraeli entitles True sources 
of secret history conttunB, in point of tact, a triad of 
subjects — bis view of that kitkerbt-but-imperfectli/- 
comprekended speciea of biatory,* his secret history 
of the Restoration of Charles II., and bis discovery 
of the Character of Queen Mary 11. I have split the 
triad. It would have had a dazzling effect — but its 
component parts may be inspected without inconve- 
nience. 

I observe a sub'triad in the history of the Restora- 
tion, viz. on the conduct of Monk, on the position of 
Charles, and on the application of the kitherto-but-im- 
perfectlycomprekended species of history. 

1. On the conduct tf Monk. — D'Israeli remarks 
that Monk " acted very mysteriously, never correspond- 
ing with nor answering" the King. — Monk kept him- 
self in a doud,^ but he aimed at the restoration.* To 
Pmte, one of his Chaplains, who bad expressed some 
impatience of delay, he emphatically said, " What 
Mr. Price will you then bring my aeck to the block 
for the King, and ruin our whole design, by ingaging 
too rashly?"* The words require no comment' 

' C. L., vi. 209. ' "Hie authors of the Rgecied Addresiei 

will permit a brother critic to atail himself of their charming in- 
vention of compound hyphens. ' Price, Myatei; of H. M. 
ResianiatioD, 1680. 8vo. p. 153. * Ibid. Sig. A 4. * Ibid, 
p. 27. 
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Monk advised Charles to despatch the letters and 
declaration from Breda,* which were the sole visible 
motive to the restoration.^ Correspondence would 
have been unsafe. He gare oral instructions to Sir 
John Granville who wrote them down to fix them in 
hia memory — and Monk himself threw the paper into 
thejlre/' 

S. On tfis position of Charles. — It is obTious that 
Charles, on his restoration to the throne, had nume- 
rous claims to answer, ungracious duties to perform, 
opposite views to reconcile, etc " Men were general' 
ly satisfied^' says Sir John Reresby, but " maUcon^ 
Unis of sffoerai sorts there were." " Clarendon, who 
wrote his I/tJe in advanced years, and in banlBh- 
ment, dwells on the gloomy features of aSaiis — but I 
shall nevertheless examine I^Israeli by Clarendon 
alone. 

Was the power of the Aih^ as dubious as when he 
was an exile f D'lsraeli asserts, in proo^ that Monk 
presented Charles with an obnoxious Ust of Privy 
Councillors drawn up by his wife. The assertion is a 
fiction, and the inference is suitable to it The list 
was drawn up by Mr. Morrice, under the orders of 
Monk, who had held communications with men of all 
parties, and *' so had promised to do them good offices 
to the king" — but was " without any imaginations that 
the king would accept them" as Privy CounciUore.'" 
The power of the king dubious I '—Q]aieoAoD. affirms, 

<■ Clarendon, Hist, of the Rebellion, Oxford, '1720. 8ro. iii. 
735. ' Clarendon, Life.OKfotd, 183T. Bvo.i, 320. » Price, 
M. E., p. 13T. ' Memoirs, 1735. 8vo. p. 6. ■» Claren- 

don, Life, i. 335. 
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aa MOST TRUE, that " the pecple were admirably dit- 
poied and prepared to pay aU the lubfection, duty, and 
obedience, that ajugt and prudent king eovid expect"" 

D'lBTaeli fur^er asserts that Charles had nearly 
resolved tm a laUjlight. — ClarendoD only states that 

'-/t -/"vC*""!^ perplexed with the 'unhappy temper of the 
■J ~ royal party, " grew more dttpoted to leave aU things to 

r"^- their natural course" — and to pursue his pleasures-^* 

^ \^^^ The assertion of IVIsraeli is evidently another fiction/^-;' 

'' — hut not his lattJiighL 

3. On the application of the hitberto-hut-imperfect^ 
ly-comprehended species of history, — The only work 
which IVIsraeli cites as public history is an anony- 
mous tract, which according to his own imperfect 
definition is inferior secret history ! The only work 
which he cites as secret history is the ii/e of Chiren- 
don — which was published before I^Israeli was bom, 
and may be met with in every well-chosen library in 
the British Islands. 

So much for tfie secret history of the Bestoration. 
It must excite astonishment that such errors uid in- 
conBistencies should be committed by an author who, 
in the same article, boasts of experience in literary 
researches — and sneers at popidar historians, theoreti- 
cal writers of history, superficial readers, imperfect 
comprehension, etc — " The philosopher," says 
lyisraeli, " hay well abhor all intercourse with 
wits!" — and, in truth, I am almost weary of the 
<CuriodUit!< at UAaalcoxt. 

*,* We have, in this instance, a pretended illus- 

" Ibid. i. 314. " Ibid. i. 357-8. 
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tration which occupiee twice the space of the text ; 
and from which we learn that the facta of the verita- 
ble Illustrator are only to he met by ideas and surmises 
and conjectures. 

The assertion that Monk presented Charles with 
an obnoxious list of Privy Councillors drawn np by 
his wife, I had termed a Jictitm. Mr. I^Israeli, by 
■way of defence, cites Granger as one who had the 
fiction before him. Now, Granger only says, " She 
is supposed to have recommended," etc" The re- 
ference is in other respects unfortunate — for he also 
says, " As she was a thorough royalist^ it is probable 
that she had no inconsiderable share in the Restora- 
tion." •* 

I shall now enliven my note by an extract from 
the pamphlet : " The particulars which I have given," 
says Mr. lyisraeli, " would alone satisfy me that I 
drew from an authentic source." I have never 
assumed that Mr. D'Israeli was not satisfied with 
himself; but I must remark that those who under- 
take history, should endeavour to satisfy their 
readers. 

It was not affirmed that Mr. D'Israeli invented the 
fiction in question, but it may have been so — for he 
cannot state where he discovered it ; and this is the 
man who is cited by Mr. Sharon Turner, and other 
writers of eminence, as an authority ! 



Biographical Hist, of England, 1T7S. Bvo. 



D,;..i;.-.l:,G0t)^le 



CUtLIOSITlBS OP LITERATURE 



Art^ XVII. — A historian with no concep- 
tion of the dignity of history — scilicet, Claren- 
Aoni 

" It it an odd observation of Clarendon in hU own life, 
Aat ' Mr. CkiUingwarlh wa* of a ttaiure Hide tuperior to 
Mr. Halei ; and it was an age in vbich there were many 
great aad wonderful men of that size.' • • • Thii irre- 
keant obtervaiion of Lord ClareTtdon w an inslattce tohere 
a great mind will sometimes drato infereiwei from accidefUal 

, t. coincideneet, and establish them into a general principle ; 
— , as if the small sine of the men had even the remotest con- 

' .^ nexion with Aeir genius and their virtues. Perhtq>s, 
too, there was in this a tincture of ^ mperstitiorta of 
Ae times : whatever it was, Me fad ought not to have 
d^raded the fyvth and dignity of historidd narrative. 
We have writers who cannot discover the particulars which 
characterise TUB Man, — ^ir souls, like damp gmqiowder, 
cannot ignite with the spark when it falls on them." — I. 

D'lsBABLI.' 

I cordially subscribe to the opinion of the late 
Chancellor of the University of Oxford, that his pre- 
decessor Edward Earl of Clarendon was " one of the 
most upright characters of our history — a lover of truth, 
and a siricere friend to the free constitution of his coun- 
try"" — and I need no other stimulus to induce roe to 
repel the attacks contuned in the above extravagant 

' C. L., iv. 68. ' Lord Grenville, Lett«T9 wtitlen by the 

late Ead of Chatham, 1804. Sm. 8vo. pp. xxiii, nriii. 
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piece of critidsm, and to express without hesitation 
whatever the review of it may prompt 

It is true that an aBpiriog writer, the late Lord 
Dover, has exhibited a less favorable view of the cha- 
racter of Clarendon f but, leaving the vindication of 
the noble statesman to the historical intelligence, the 
honorable feelings, and graceful pen of Mr. Lister* — 
2 shall confine myself to the text, and treat it with 
die utmost brevity. 

Matters of fact claim the first place. — I deny, on 
the audiority of the text itself that Lord CUrendon 
draws inferences from accidental coincideiuxs ; I deny 
that he establisAet them into a general principle ; 1 deny 
that be supposes any connexion beiween ike small size 
of the men and their genius a^ virtues ; and I there- 
fore deny that the odd observation could partake of 
the stiperstitions of the times. I also deny, on the 
authority of John Locke, that facts degrade the truth 
of historical narrative — but I admit this to be a figure 
of speech whic^ in its peculiar line, it would be im- 
possible to surpass. 

It would not become me to express myself so posi- 
tively on matters of taste. The question is, should 
the biographer condescend to notice the personal cha^ ,' 
racteristics of those whom he commemorates ? Does ' 
the observation on the stature of Chilli ngworth. 
Hales, and others, degrade the dignity of biograpkicai 
narrative ? We will consult on this point the olassi- 

* Historical Inquiries nspecting the charaater of Edward 
Hjde, Eul of ClarCDdoD, Lord Chancellor of England. By the 
Hon. George Agar EUia. 1627. Sm. 8to. pp. 132. * Gent. 

Mag., 1336. i. 390. 
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eal biograpbera ComeliuB Nepoe and Plutarch. Cor- 
nelius NapoB, BO justly eulo^zed by the learned 
Harles,^ recordB that AgeeilauB had the misfortune to 
be bijne and <^awKiA, size.' Plutarch, whose writings 
Theodore Gaza and M6iiage seem to have preferred 
to all the remains of antiquity,T records that Aid- 
biades had a Uspirtg m his tpeech^-~iia.i Sylla had 
eyei of a lively Uueyjieree and menacing'* — that Marc 
Anthony had a graceful length of beard, a large forer 
head, and an aquiline nose '" — that Cecina, one of the 
military officers of Vitellius, was of a gigantic tize '^ 
— and that Demetrius Poliorcetes, though tall, was 

NOT EQUAL IN SIZE TO HIS FATHER AnTIGONUS.'^ 

Now, if Cornelius Nepos and Plutarch held such 
remarks to be consistent with delicacy of taste, cob- 
sistent with the dignity which is required in biogra- 
phical composition, can it be unreasonable to claim 
the same latitude for modem writers?— Silrely I^Is- 
raeli, to whom Bulwer ascribes a tender vein of senti- 
ment, will «)nseQt to moderate hie censure — to ex- 
press bimself with some tenderness on the hteraryde- 
Imquencies of Clarendon I The Oxford press may 
then once more be appropriately occupied with the 
History of the Rebellion ! 

Perhaps it will not be irrelevant to state under what 
tircumstances the obnoxious observation was made. 
Clarendon wrote his History of the Rebdlion for the 

* Br. Notitia IJIteralvrae Romanae> Lipsiae, 1803. 8vo. p. 39. 
* C. Nepotis Vitae, Lipsiae, 1806, 8vo. p. 352. ' Menagiana, 
1739. In-ia. iii. 1-3. ' Plutarch's Una, by J. and W. Lang- 
hiime/irro. Bvo. ij. 101 . ' Ibid. iii. 213, " Ibid. v. 393. 
" Ibid. vi. 235. " Ibid. v. 334. 
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infonnation of posterity : " it is of course open to 
critJdsm as a work of history. He wrote his Life 
for the information of his own family,^* and it was 
NEVER TO SEE LIGHT:'* it 18 8 picce of ^wofe awft*- 
bioffraphtf — in which private aatobioffraphy the ob- 
serratioa occurs. The noble writer gratefully avows 
the intellectual and moral benefits which be derived 
from the conversation and friendship of men of emi- 
nence.*^ He enumerates the chief acquaintance 
which he made while a student in the Temple, com- 
prising Sblden, Ben Jonson, Sir Kenelm Digby, May, 
Carew, etc and of each individual draws a charac- 
ter '^ — in which department of compoBidon he is pro* 
nounced by Granger, a master in the delicate art, to 
be UNRIVALLED AMONG THE MODERNS.'^ He after- 
wards enumerates and carefully portrays his more in- 
timate friends Sir Ludus Carey, Sidney Godolpbin, 
Waller, the ever-memorable John Hales, etc. '9 and 
having concluded his account of Hales with the rcr 
mark that be was one of the least mat in the kingdom, 
and one of the greatest scholars in Europe — by a very 
natural and easy transition thus iutroducee the cha- 
racter of another of his intimate friends : " Mr. Chil- 
LiNowoRTH was of a stature little superior to Mr. 
Hales (and it was an age, in which there were many 
great, and wonderful men of that size) and a man of 
so great a subtilty of understanding, and so rare a 
temper in debate ;" etc^ Now, the structure of the 

" Hist, of the R., Oxford, 1702-4. Fol. i. 1. " Life of C , 
Oxford, 1759. Fol. Cont. p. 1. " Ibid. Oxford, 1827, 8vo, i. 

185. " Life, 1759. p. 15, " Ibid. 16, etc, " Biog. Kist. 
of England, 1775. 8vo. iv. 63. " Life, 1759. p. 19, etc. 

» Ibid. p. 28. 
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Bentenoe, and the use of the parenthetical marks) 
Buffiuently point out the inddental nature of the ob<- 
soradon to which the learned critic so fiercely ob- 
jects — but the learned critic has been pleased to 
mutilate the sentence, to fabify the punctuation, and 
to suppreis the parenthetical tnarhs. 

It remaioB for me to notice the peroration of the 
ciiticisn), which it would be unhandsome to overlook. 
It is evidently aimed at Lord Clarendon ; but was not 
less evidently a nae de guerre litt6raire — the harlnnger 
of certun Cffmmentaries on, the Life aad Reign of 
Charles the First.** In the preface to that work ap- 
pears a review of the principal writers on the rebel- 
lion of 1640, excepting Clarendofi!' The authw no 
doubt believed t^t he had despatched the noble his- 
torian with the previous criticism — and did not con- 
template the possibility of his revivification. I shall 
despatch the plebeian critic with a parody. ^ We 
have writers who can discover the particulars which no 
others can discover; their sovls, like amadou, igni^ 
with the spark when tt Jails on them — • but, THE light 

WHICH THEY AFFORD IS MO BETTER THAN THAT OF 
A WILL-WITH-A-WISP. 

And now cometh mine own peroration. — Trar 
descant, Thoresby, Sir Hans Sloane, Hunter, and 
otiier collectors of curious articles, admitted monstrosi- 
ties into their Museums — and with such precedents, 
I shall venture to class the criticism on the Earl of 
Clarendon as one of t^e CurioSitittf of S.tttcatur£. 

*,* It has been hinted to me by more than one 

" Coiumenlaries etc- By I. D'lsraeli, 1828-31. 8vo. 5 vols. 
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writer of celebrity, that I had overrated the character 
of Clarendon. Some explanation may he now due. 
I cboBe the lavorahle side of a debatable question, be- 
cause the noble statesman and historian was b the 
hands of Mr. Lister. The result of his inquiries did 
not appear in time to allow me to reconsider the ques- 
tion ; and I therefore produce the article verbatim. 

The extreme arrogance and injustice of the criti- 
cism on Clarendon, in part furnished its own refuta^ 
tionj but the censure of it was not useless. The 
nao illtistrator is evidently ashamed of the livdy essay- 
itt : we now read, not without a reflection on the 
attractive character of docility, that Clarendon is an 
" immortal writer, if there be immortality in the 
English language." 

As a sort of reply to my exposure of the artful 
omis^on of Clarendon in a review of the principal 
writers on the rebellion of 1640, it is sud that he is 
Tefirred to " very nearly two hundred times." Tlus 
is not defence : it is evasion. I frequently refer to 
the livehf miscelbmy — but no person fancies that I 
consider Mr. Zyisraeli as one of our principai 
writers. 



Aar. XVIII. — The Ashmolean Ms. — with a 
specimen of archaiologic proficiency. 

" One of these sumnumses to Stowe, ih& antigtiary, with 
hit memoranda on the bach, exists in the Ashmolean Mu- 
seum. I shall preserve it with aU its verbal lerugo. 
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* Society <^ Antiquaries. 

' To Mr. Stowe. 

' The place appoijtted for a conference upon the iptestion 

followinge ya att Mr, Garter's house, on Frydaye the Wth 

of this November, 1598, being Al Souk's dqye, at 11 <^the 

€doche m the afiemtxme, where your <y>ptmoun m wrytinge 



' The questi/m is, 

' Ofihe antiqwHe, etimologie, and priviledffes ^parishes 
in Englande. 

' Yt ys desyred that you give not notice hereof to any, but 
such as haue the like sonums.' " — I. D'Israeli.* 

It would be gratifying to aBcertain that a Mb. of 
the venerable John Stow exists in the Ashmolean 
Museum — if the phrase / shaU preserve it, did not 
intimate that some awful fate awaits that establbh- 
ment 

The Secretary of State for the Home Department 
should attend to this intimation ; and, in the mean 
time, I shall console myself with the assurance that 
the moat eminent member of the University of O^^ford 
is a CONSERVATIVE — and a master of arts well calcu- 
lated to protect whatever appertains to it 

We pass on to the Ms. — Did the antiquarian zeal 
of D'Israeli conduct him to Oxford to transcribe these 
few lines ? or did he avail himself of the transcript of 
Thomas Hearne, M.A. ? We will examine what the 
faithful and assiduous Tom Hearne said on this sub- 
ject anno 1720:— 

" Now that what I have mid m to lummuiihg ii tfiie, up- 
' C. L., iv. 231. ■ 
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peart from a pasiagc Id a MS. in the AthmoUan Muteum, mhick 
htctaae it will very much conduce to a Nolitia of the Sixietj/, 
I ihall here Iranicribe it at large, at I_find it entered in my CoUee- 

' ^otuts of 9iitiq[uanM. 
Co jHr. Stowe. 
Cf)t pUct ajipointfll fot b (Tonftceiue iipan t^t qu(&> 
tiaa folloiuinsf, $tf att fRt. &artttt fjoutfr on Frydaye 
tijt it. or tijis Nouember, bringr SUouUi 1la\>, at ti. of t^t 
tloaikt in tt)afttnioont, tu^nt^ouc opptnioun in bn^tiiigt or 
of^txiosit ii trpuWO. 

Ci!)t qiudtt'on ii, 
i^ t^t flnttqiutit, (Ettoulojiie antt pr{fiiltlrg;t:d' of 
paxi^ti in <£nslan1ti. 

St s^ tttiprtti, t!|)at pou giut not notice iitxtal to an;, 
bat ducidt ad taut H)t Ida ^montf.Q']"' 

When we condescend to borrow, we should con- 
descend to avow it — and take the utmost care of the 
srUcle borrowed. lyisraeli slights these obvious 
maxims : Tom Heanie seems beneath his notice, and 
it fares no better with facts. According to Heam^ 
the summons was for the second of November: 
D'Israeli says the eleventh — a F. S. A. calls the 
eleventh of November All Soub day ! According to 
Heame, the year was not expressed. D'Israeli inter- 
polates 159S. I take it to have been 1599.' Ac- 
cording to Heame, the appointed hour of meeting 
was two in the afternoon : D'Israeli says eleven in 
the afternoon t The question as to the hour of meet- 

' Curious Discourse!, Oxford, 1720. 3vo. p. xxxix.sLondon, 
1775. 8to. i. liv. * Noiiiia Historica, by N. H. Nicolas, 1814. 
8vo. p. 98.+Curious Discourses, 1720. 8vo. p. cxviii. 
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ing is of oonsiderable importance. Gougfa sbsrply 
censures James I. for dissolnng the Society of Anti- 
quaries.* The statement of D'Israeli is a triumphant 
vindication of the conduct of that monarch : the Fel- 
lowi held their meetinga at midnight I 

There is another point which requires illustration. 
D'Israeli omits to commemorate Mr. Garter, who so 
politely acconunodated bis antiquarian friends. Could 
he furnish no anecdote of this Mr. Garter? Who 
was this Mr. Garter ? Why, Sir William Dethick^ 
Garter King at Arms' — which accounts for the meet- 
ings being held in the College of Anns. 

Now, that this F.S.A. should announce as the 
fruit of his own recondite researches what had been 
in print more than a century — that he should CQntrive, 
in one short transcript, to mis-state the hour, the 
day, and the year — are circumstances which may fairly 
be con»dered as Cuiiotfttitil of %itttaturt. 

",• It was one of the rights and privileges of the 
elevated station which I formerly occupied in the Ri- 
pubUque des Lettres, that I could express my critical 
opinions in decisive terms without liability to the 
charge of arrogance. It is one of the conveniences ■ 
and comforts of my present rank as an amateur, that 
I can express my doubts on the subjects which come 
under notice without incurring any serious imputa- 
tion. Such an occasion now presents itselC Is 
evasion a part of controversy f 

I had censured Mr. LyisraeH for printing a docu- 

* Arcbuologia, i. sit. * Archaeologia, i. t, + Curious Dis- 
couMei, 177S. 8vo. ii. 431. 
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ment which he traDacribed from Hearae, as from an 
Ashtnolean Ms.; for erroneously interpolating the 
year ; and for mis-statiiig the day and the hour. He 
passes over the attempt at imposition — and the erro- 
neous interpolation ; entitles his comment. Black- 
letter nATEs; and ascribes his (^tvioux blunders to 
mit-copying ike black-letter numerals! 



AaT. XIX. — Character of Queen Mary II. 
— " I always ^ve the pour and the centre !" — 
/. ly Israeli 

" The lale Queen Mary, consort and ptLrtner of the crown m th 
King William III. was so exemplary in religion and every virtue, 
that our modem histories will be unjust and untrue, if Ibey do 
not represent her as the purest ornament of her sex and royal d^ 
nity." — Bishop Kehhet.' 

Examine the catalogue of crowned ladies &om 
Semiramis to Adelaide — examine the narratives of 
the most credible historians and biographers — review 
all diat tbe spirit of eulogy has devised — it will add 
to the conviction that Mary, the consort of William 
III. of England, was one of the most amiable women 
who ever adorned a throne. 

Now, it hath pleased I^Israeli to make choice of 
her Majesty as the object of one of his curious experi- 
ments in the pkilosopky of history ; and also to exer- 

> Bister etc. 173B. Fol. Dtd. 
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cise his ekill as a literary manipuhior oa her rigfat re- 
verend biographer Burnet. 

Two extracts (not a pair) will serve to convey some 
notion of the first step in the experimental process on 
Mary: — 

" Buntet wjorm* ut, that when Queen Mary held the 
adminUtration of government during the absence of Wil- 
liam, it KOI imagined by lome, that a* ' et>eTy woman o 
Menm loved to be meddling, tftey emicluded that she had but 
a »maO portion of it, beeaum the lived to lAttracled from tdl 
affairs.'" — I. DIskakli.' 

" The Queen was nmo in the BdminUtratioa. It was a neto 
uaie to ber ; she had, for above axtten mottlhi, made bo little 
figure iu busineti, that those, who imagined, that eveiy ivoroaa of 
senK loved to be meddKng, concluded that she had a small pro- 
portiOD of it, because she lived so abstracted from all affidrs.'' — 

Bp. BVBHET.* 

lyisraeli undertakes to " expote the fallacious ap- 
pearancet of popular history." His first step is an act 
of deception. Burnet applies bis remark to the six- 
teen months which preceded the absence of William 
— who bore the cares of government D'Israeli 
applies it (o the time of his absence — at which time 
Mary was, as Sir John Dalrymple justly observes, 
in one of the most singular situations known in his- 
tory!* 

" The distracted state amidst which the queen Uved, the 
vexations, the secret sorrows, the ironies and the despair of 
Mary in the absemx of WiUiam, nowhere appears in his- 
tory / • • • TXey toere reserved for the curiosity and in- 

* C.L.,vi.2ta. ■ Hist, of his own Time, lT24-34.Fol.ii. 
48. • Memoirs of Great Britain, 1 790. Bvo. Ki. 68. 



D,™),Prib,GOOglC- 



ILLUSTRATED. 14 1 

strwdion ofpotterib/ ; attd were found by Dalrymple, in the 
letters af Mary"^i. D'Ishakli. 

TbiB extract describes the second step in the expe- 
rimental process on Mary. We must revert to her 
iwgviar situatioTi. William was in Ireland, prepared 
to contend in arms with her own father.^ A conspi- 
racy was formed at hoine;° a triumphant armament 
paraded our coasts j^ the cabinet council was com- 
posed of discordant materials.^ Her situation was 
evidently one of peculiar difficulty — but her chief care 
was for the safety and approbalioD of William. She 
wrote to him almost daily ; and about thirty of her 
letters were published hy Sir John Dalrymple, from 
the private cabinetof William at Kensington, in 1773, 
They are extremely rich in subjects for meditation. 
With the glow and flexibility of sentiment which per- 
tun to the female character, she stamps the impres- 
sion of the moment — and has left vivid proofs of her 
affection, of her vexations, and of her anxieties. Her 
despair ia the invention of I^Israeli. Not a shadow 
of it appears in her letters ! She extremely laments 
his absence, but ^siu^s him that his love enables her 
to " bear aU things else with ease"^ — to " bear all loitk 
patience.""' She expresses her^oy on every proper 
occasion;** and repeatedly declares, with peculiar 
emphasis, her trtist in Providence.^'' 

' Buroet, H. O. T., ii. 46, etc. + Dalryiuple, M. G. B., iii. ( 
* Burnet, ii. 3S, etc. + Dairy m pie, iii. 4, 11, 54, etc. ' Bume 
ii.4d.+Dalrfmple, iii. 15, etc. ' Buniel, ii. 49.+Da]ryinpl< 
iii. 9, 21, etc. ' M. G. B., Iii. 73. '« Ibid. iii. ]2t 

■■ Ibid. iii. 69, 93, 113, 119, 120, etc. " Ibid. iii. 66,74, 76, 
83,84,68,89,93,113, 117. 
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Thus, by asserting tiie apparent tranqinUity and 
careUssTKSi of Mary on the pretended authority of 
Bumet— and by converting her trust in Providence, 
as recorded in her own letters, into despidr — has 
lyieraeli attempted to expote the Jaliacunu afpear- 
eauxi of popidar hitton/ ; and this ie what he calls 
liJHnff the curtain, to exhibit the picture of Queen 
Mary ! 

I^Israeli twits Bumet as the Scotch bishop, as our 
warm arid vehement biihop, aa deficient in sagacity, 
etc. Perbapa Bumet did not pogsesa the ingenuitif 
which our critic has evince d on this occasion. Bur- 
net, describing the behaviour of Mary previoue to the 
absence of William, remarks that she *' seemed to 
employ her time and tbougbts, in any thing, rather 
than matters of state ;i^ etc IXIsraeli applies this 
remark to the anxious period of her administration. 
Nor is this tiie only proof of his iagenuity. Bumet 
says, she seemed to employ, etc. IVIeraeli, vhen be 
draws his contrast between the actual state of Mary 
and tbe representation of Bumet, omits the word seem- 
'T ed. Now, I apprehend that Bumet attached a mean- 
ing to the word seemed;" but^ if my critical discem- 
' '', ment should fail me on that pointy I am quite conS- 
' - '-dent that lyisraeli is aware of its meaning — for he 
j^ omits the very word which, independently of the 
- ^ anachronism, would have demolished his discovery f 
Such are the contrivances by which lyisraeli essays 
to prove that the actutd state of Mary escaped the ken 

" H. O. T,, ii. 48. " Vide An Essay on the Memory of ihe 
late QuMD, 1695. 8to. p. 159. 

- ■ " . ■ - ' .^-^'..-^ 
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of the Scotch bishop ! and that he mistook a maxkfor 
aface. 

I conclude with the facts. Burnet^ who saw Mary 
once a toeek at the critical period of her administration, 
records that she showed extraordinary ^rmRess^ — 
that she coTered her inward apprehensions with an 
tquality of bekavimir '^ — that " though she vms full of 
dismal thoughts, yet she put on her ordinary cheerful- 
ness, when she appeared in pablich," Btc" 

This article may be considered as an illustration of 
the manner in which lyisraeh strikes out new results ; 
and in which be exemplifies hia own declaration, " / 
ahoceysgive the pour and the centre." 1 have consult- 
ed on die occasion no authorities but those which are 
alluded to by lyisraeli himself. I have met him with 
the weapon of which he has made choice ; and if I 
have held it rather lightly, it was because no exertion 
seemed requisite. , 

He sarcastically remarks of two celebrated his- j 
torians — Gilbert Stuart and Robertson — that they , 
depend on. the sitnplictty of their readers. — That i 
be should at the same time offer himself as tiie 
victim of his own sarcasm, b certainly one of the ' 
CmiaSitita of JJUttroture. 

*,* The remarks which I have made in the note 
to Art XV. on certiun points which appear to have 
been assumed by Mr. lyisraeli, apply with pecuUar 
force to the subject now under consideration. 

I had taxed him with an act of dec^tion, witii 

" H.O.T., U.55. " Easay, p. JSB. " H.O.T, 
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literary mampulation, with invention, with contrivances, 
etc Accusations of this serious nature, if made 
Bgfunst myself, I would refute — or would resign the 
pen for ever. Mr. CIsraeli views his position in a 
more cheerful light In lieu of attempting an answer, 
he g^ves us various discursive remarks on tiie use of 
secret history, on the philosophy of history, on the re- 
tired habits of the Queen, on the busy Bisht^, on hebdo- 
madal visits, on the cabinet of William the Third at 
Kensington, on the best edition ofBvmet In/ Dr. Routh, 
on the Lords Dartmouth, Hardwicke, etc. 

If the craft of authorship should fail — I should re- 
commend Mr. jyisraeh to turn lecturer on the art of 
evasion; and I promise to certify bis qualifications. 



Art. XX. — Lady Grace Gethin versus I. 
D'Israeli, Esq., D.C.L. and F.S.A; 

" No might nor greatneas in mortality 

Can censure 'scape; back-wounding calumny ' 

The whitest virtue strikes : — " 

SUAESFEAnE. 

I am about to comment on a commentator, in 
vindication of aspersed excellence ; but shall endea- 
vour to express myself with all the reserve which is 
due to — arrogance and flippancy. 

The work on which D'leraeii exercises his pen as 
a commentator is entitled, RELiauix Gethinians, 
or, some remains of the most ingenious and excdlaU 
lady, the Lady Grace Gediin, hieb/ deceased. 1699. 
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ito. He censures the editor of the volume ; the bio- 
graphers of Lady Gethin; and, above all. Lady 
Gethin herself.^ The critic shall now submit to cri- 
ticism. 

He taxes the editor of the volume with cant and 
mendacity, because he believed the matured Teflectioa 
with which it abounds to be the Jiasty conceptions of 
Lady Gethin. — If this be equitable, I shall unavoid- 
ably tax with cant and mendaciti/ a. writer of more 
lofty pretensions. 

He censures Ballard, one of the biographers of 
Lady Gethin, for having, with all the innocence of 
eriticism, given specimens of the Reliipiia GethiniaruE 
without suspecting that he was transcribing the words 
of Lord Bacon. — Ballard occupied the humble station 
of a provincial moMtuamaker ; but literature was bis 
delight, and he devoted to his studies the hours which 
were due to sleep. *' After quitting," says Howe 
Mores, *' Oie external ornaments of the sex" he became 
" a eontemplator of their internal tptaliftcatioTis." The 
result of bis contemplations was Memoirs of several 
ladies of Great Britain, who have been cekbrated for 
their writings or skill in the learned languages arts and 
sciences. Oxford, 1752. 4to. comprising more than 
sixty articles. He died prematurely in 1755.^ To 
twit such a man for an oversight is the poorest of 
triumphs. We are all fidlible. Even the critic him- 
self, who scarcely bestows six hues on Ballard, cites 
an edition of his work which never existed I 

' C. L., IT. 112-7. ' E. R. Alores, DisserlatioD upon £ng. 

Typ. Founders, 1T78. Ovo. p. 36.+J.Wilker, Leiters by eminent 
Persona, 1813. 8ro. ii. 93, etc,+ Memoirs, etc. 1752. 4lo, 
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He censures the Rev. Mark Noble, another of the 
biographers of Lad; Gethin, on the sanu score. — 
There is a touch of the inTioixnce of criticism in ^us 
censure, for Bacon was chiefly indebted to Lucre- 
tius and Montaigne Eor the passage which Noble se- 
lects as a specimen of the composition of ^er Lady- 
ship.' 

_ I shall now introduce Lady Gethin. — She was the 
daughter of Sir George Norton of Abbots-Leigh in 
. Somersetshire j married Sir Richard Gethin of Ge~ 
thin-Grott in Ireland; and died, in her tw^ity-first 
year, on the 11th of October 1697. Her remains are 
deposited at Hollingbourne in Kent ; hut there is a 
cenotaph to her memory in Westorinster Abbey, and 
to perpetuate it a sermon is preached there annually 

... on Ash Wednesday. In 1700 the sermon was preach- 
ed by Dr. Peter Birch, one of the prebendaries of 
Westminster; and in 1836 by the Bishop of Here- 
ford. The contemporaries of Lady Gethin celebrate 
her eminent virtues — her exemplary piety — her tober 
unaffected piety. They describe her as an excellent 
person— as a most excellent person — as adorned with 
; , all graces and perfectiom of mind and body.* Even 

' lyisraeli admits that her mind was pure ano ele- 
vated ; but the saitxe IXlsraeli, as if determined to 
give an example of edrontery and inconsistency which 
should set competition at defiance, declares that she 

" HAD NO CONCEPTION OP THE DIGNITY OF THE 

' B«v. M. N., Biog. Hist, of England, 160e. 8vo. i. S81.+ 
Bacon, Essayea, 162S. 4to. pp. 4-5. * R«1iqui[e Gethinianit, 

1699. 4to. + Dr. Birch, Funeral Sermon, 1700. 4to. + J. Dart, 
Weslmonasterium, Fol, ii, 78. 
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FEMALE CHABACTER, THE CLAIMS OF VTBTUE, AND 
THE DUTIES OF HONOUR." 

I shall briefly describe the Reliquias Gethiniana. 
The volume is in small 4ta It consists of four pre- 
limiDary leaves and ninety pages of test. The true 
date ia 1699; but a new title was printed in 1700, 
two poems and a sermon being added; and also in 
1703, when another poem was added. The Geor^an 
copy, which is of the latter description, has a fine 
mezzotinto portrait of Lady Gethin by W. Faithorne 
after A. Dickson, and a view of the monnment in 
Westminster Abbey. The editor of the volume 
gravely asserts that its contents were written by Lady 
Gethin by way of essay, and at spare hours. He has 
digested them under twenty-nine heads. Now eight 
of these heads, viz. Of youth and aye — Of custom — Of 
riches — etc are entirely transcribed from the Essays 
of Lord Bacon ; six others, viz. Of honour and hiyh 
places — Cffcharibf — etc are chiefly transcribed from 
the same ex<jui8ite mutual ; and numerom tran- 
scripts from Bacon occur under other heads. With 
such evidence, I conclude that Lady Gethin did not 
compose one sentence in these Betnains. The volume, 
moreover, is a woful specimen of editorship. The 
errata are most absurd. Ex. gr. *' men in great places 
seek poverty and lose liberty ;" p. 88. [seek power 
etc] — " young men are . . . fitter for new frolicks 
than solid business :" p. 75. [aev projects etc.] — " the 
principal part of beauty is Afect and gracious mo- 
tions." p. 78. [is decent etc] — I do not lose sight of 
D'lsraelL He remarks that the Reliquia Gethiniana 
excited bis curiosity and bis suspicion. He afterwards 
h2 
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boldly announces his *' disamery of the nature of tfiis 
rare Kolmne, of what is origirial and what collected f^ 
but omits to Btate by what perseverance of research, 
or fehcitous effoTts of reminiscence, he made the 
discovery. Perhaps I can illustrate this point. He 
mentions that Sir William Musgrave, in a Ms. note, 
described the volume as very tcarce. — Now, Sir Wil- 
liam was not so penurious of information ; witness his 
entire note : " The foQotoing Work is very scarce Sf has 
been cel^ated by Mr. Congreve in an excellent poem. — 
It is a compilation."* 

There are facts which require no comment^and I 
consider those contained in the two preceding para- 
graphs to be of that description ; but shall neverthe- 
less give, in due form, specimens of commetits on the 
commentator. 

" There is a poem prefixed [to the Keliquife Gethlni- 
ante] with the signature W. C which no one will hesitate 
to pronounce is by Cofjyrece ;"— I. D'Israeli. 

I cannot assent to this decision. It is improbable 
that Congreve should write two poems on the same 
volume ; it is improbable that he . should affix his 
name to one of the poems and not to the other ; it is 
improbable that he should contribute one to the 
Annual MisceUany and not the other ; it is improba- 
ble that he should admit one into tiie collective 
editions of his works and not the other. Nor is this 
all the evidence. The poem signed W. C. was print- 
ed as an addition to the second issue (to use a conve- . 
nient bibliographical neologism) of the Beliquice Ge- 

' C. L., T. 336. ' E. G., and edii., B. M. 
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tkiniaruB. The poem signed W. Congreve was prints 
ed as an addition to the third issue of the volume ; 
and ^t issue was recommended to notice by the 
statement that it contained " a eoppy of verses" by 
Mr. Congreve — a plain intimation that the other 
copy of verses was not by Mr. Congreve. — On a 
review of these circumstances, I pronounce the above 
decision to have been made with all the innocence of 
criticism. 

" It is one of the best bonds of charity [chaatity] 
and obedience in the wife if she think her husband 
wise, which she will never do if she find him jealous." 
— Reliquise Gethinianse. 

" A wife was only to know obedience and nlentx : how- 
ever, she [Lady GethinJ hints that svch a husband should 
not be Jealous ! There was a sweetness in revenge reserved 
for some of these married women." — I. D'Israeli. 

This comment would call on me to exercise with 
the utmost rigour cert^n powers with which I am 
invested ; but, disposed to temper justice vnth mercy, 
and to make due allowance for the force of that 
temptation to write with smartness which often so 
cruelly assails this commentator, (a temptation per- 
haps increased in the present instance by the inability 
of the lady to reply with smartness) I have merely 
issued a notice requiring the comment to be cancel- 
led ; and have ordered one of the scouts who are at- 
tached to ray office for the purpose of collecting new 
publications, carrying copy to the press, etc. to serve 
it on D'Israeli with the utmost possible despatch. As 
a caution to over-lively writers, I transcribe the entire 
document: — 
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" I |md>l> mfoia anil anmiuuA ;ou I. D'lsraeli, Esq., 
D. C. I» and F. S. A. of Bradenham Hmue in the county 
of Budu immedlatel; after the receipt of this notice or as 
soon after the receipt thereof as possibly may be to ^iter 
your library at Bradenbam House as aforesaid and taking 
in hand the choicest copy of the ninth edition of the work 
entitled CurtotitUs o/" LUerature written or compiled by 
you the stud I. D'Israeli, Esq., D. C. L. and F. S. A. to 
turn to the twenty-seventh page of the fourth volume 
thereof and to read with your utmost attention the pas- 
sage commencing with the words A mjt and ending with 
the words marritd women being a comment or pretend- 
ed comment on certain words attributed to Lady Grace 
Gethin late of the parish of Siunt Martin in the Fields in 
the county of Middlesex deceased and having so done 
to take up the pen wherewith the said passage was writ- 
ten or in default thereof any other pen and forthwith to 
efface cancel and obliterate the same so that no mark 
sign or trace thereof shall remain the words to which the 
said passage is applied as a comment or pretended com- 
ment having been written by one Francis Bacon before 
the said Lady Grace Gethin was born, tttttof fail tut." 

" Wives are young men's aiBtresBeB, companions 
for middle age, and old men's nurses." — Reliquin 
Gethinianse. 

" 7^ kut degradiMff lentenee u Jimnd in tome teriler, 
whase name Icmatot recollect'" — I. D'Israeli. 

On the pbiloBophy of the degrading sentence I am 
not qualified to speak ; but, with the imperfect light 
which I possess, it seems to depict the constitution of 
nature. I pass to the comment — To discover the 
writer of a sentence whose name has escaped the re- 
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searches of D'Teraeli, and hia learned friends, was a 
moM formid^le task. I detennined, therefore, to 
have recoutBe to an oracle which I have consulted 
with success on various occasions for near half a cen- 
tury. Tlie response was made with promptitude — 
and w(B exempt from the perplexing ambiguity of 
those of Delphi and Dodona- I give it verbatim: 
" TTie obscure writer of the degrading sentence is 
FftANas Bacon, Baron Verulam, Viscount Saint 
Albans, Lord High Chancellor of Enolano, 
etc. etc etc." 

So much for the clasiical and most ckarmijtg 
tsaai/ of lytsraeli on Lady Gethin; on her biogra- 
phers; and on the SeiiquitB Gethiniams, It would 
he faint praise to characterise it as one of the 
Ctmositiea of Literatwe : it is a constellation of the 
CuruSttftS of Hitnatuct. 

*,* It has been announced that Mr. lyisraeli was 
" getting someiDbat sage" in 1817.^ If he had made 
much progress in the happy art, he would not have 
attempted to justify his essay on Lady Gethin. 

The sum of his attempt is, that the Honorary 
Professor looked at Lady Gethin " through the spec- 
tacles of his books" — the only spectacles through 
which she was visible; and that Mr. IJIsraeli " look- 
ed into human nature" through his own phantasmati- 
cal optics — drew a portrait de charge — and, by some in- 
comprehensible mistake, wrote under it Lady Gethin. 

We observe, in a note, " a specimen of the new art 
of criticism by this Honorary Professor." — I believe 
' I. L, p. 5. 



D,™),prib,Google 



153 CURIOSITIES OF LITERATURE 

Mr. lyiaraeli to be the main author of the pamphlet 
under examination ; but on this particular occasion 
he must have obtained assistance — and as I conceive 
— ^tlie assistance of Puck himself ! I had sud, " We 
are all iallible. Even the critic hiniBelf, who scarcely 
bestows six lines on Ballard, cites an edition of his 
work which nevBr existed T On this Mr. lyisraeli, 
who is proud of his powers of compreheasum, exclmms, 
" I am censured for scarcely bestowing »x lines on 
Ballard. I was writing on Lady Gethin !" He then 
exclaims, " Petty critics may trouble an author who 
(^'.f^ -4io9 at their mercy ; he compels me to rise from my 
chair, and I find I am wrong !" The public will now 
be sensible of the extraordinary efficacy of my profes- 
sorial labours. It appeareth that, under the influ- 
ence &ereo^ Mr. lyisraeh actually rose Jrom his 
chair to ascertain a fact ! 



Art. XXI. — The path of the Woolsthorpe 
apple — calculated on data not known to Sir 
Isaac Newton ! 

" We owe the great discovery ^ Netcton to a very trivial 
accident. When a student at Cambridge, he had retired 
during the time of tie plague into the country. At he was 
reading under €m <^iple-tree, one of the fruit fill, and 
struck him a smart bloui on the head. When he ob^rved 
the smallnessqfthe aj^k, he was surprised at the force of 
the strohe. This led him to consider the ticceieratinff mo- 
tion if falling bodies : from whence he deduced the princi- 
ple <f gravity, and laid Ae foundation of his philosophy." — 



' C. L., i. 123. 
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An anecdote, deiivea ita value from the eminence 
of the individual with whose name it is associated ; 
the importance of the event which it tends to illue- 
trate; the pbilosopliic and moral lessouB which it 
affords. The anecdote of Newton and the falling 
appU unites these speues of interest; and is, like 
Newton himself, without a rival t 

But I am not about to write a Dissertation on Anec- 
dotes— for lyisraeli has treated the subject with a 
vivacity to which I do not aspire.'^ He declares, 
amid other sallies, that anecdotes are susceptible of a 
thousand novel turns ; ' and if he has since modified 
the declaration,* he sdlt attempts to exemplify it. 
Now, according to my home-spun notions, according 
to my Don-imaginative apprehension, an anecdote ad- 
mits of no Twvel turns — but should be redted with a 
strict adherence to truth. 

An examination of the sources of the above anec- 
dote will be the best illustration of these notions. 
Soon after the death of Newton, which took place 
on the 20th of March 1727, Mr. Conduitt, his nephew, 
drew up some memoirs of his life for the infonnation 
of M. de Fontenelle. He thus narrates the incident 
of theJaUinff apple : — 

" In the year 1665, when he [Newton] retired lo his own 
estate, [at WoolsthoipeJ on account of llie plague, he first thought 
of his system of gravity, whicli he bit upon by obieniing an apple 
fall from a Iree.'" 

M. de Fontenelle omitted this anecdote in his e%e 

' A Dissertation on Anecdotes, 1793. 8vo. ' Ibid. p. 74- 

* C. L., iv. 65. ' Vide Hist, of Grantham, 1806. 4to, 

p. 160. 
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of Newton i'^ but Voltaire afterwardB mentioned it on 
the authori^ (rf the cbarmiug Mrs. ConduittT Pem- 
berton, who possessed the confidence of Newton, and 
published an expoution of the Newtonian philoBOpby 
in 1728, merely states that " As he [Newton] sat 
alone in a garden, he fell into a speculation on the 
power of gravity ;" * and this statement was repeated 
by Birch, ten years afterwards, in his very valuable 
account of Newton.^ In 1760, or perhaps earlier, 
Dr. Nicotis, a learned mathematician, published an 
elaborate life of Newton.^" He had the advantage 
of access to some papers of Newton in the possession 
of the Earl of Macclesfield, and ^ves the anecdote of 
the foMng apple in conformity with the narrative of 
Mr. Conduitt'^ In 1812 Dr. lliomaon, the eminent 
chemist, published a judicious biographical sketch of 
Newton ;i* and mendons the anecdote of ^efaUing 
appUf chiefly in the words of Mr. Conduitt. In 1822 
M. Biot, a man of science of die first rank, whose in- 
clination to do justice to the memory of Newton is 
not inferior to his capalnlity, publisbed an admirable 
account of his life ; '^ and thus futhfully records the 
anecdote of the falling apple : " Assis un jour sous 
un pommier, que Ton montre encore, une pomme tom- 
Sa demnt hi [Newton];" etc." In 18S1 Dr. Brew- 

* Eloge de Monneur 1e Chevalier NeutoD, Paris, 1728. Id-4. 
' <£uvres completeg, [Kehl] 1783-9. In-8. sxii. 175. ■ A 

view of Sir Isaac Newton's Philosophy, 1728. 4io. Preface, Sig. 
[a]. " General Dictionary, vii. 783. '" Biog. Brit,, v. 1760. 
pp. 3210-44. " Ibid. pp. 3210, 3244. " Hist, of tlie 
Royal Society, 1812. 4to. p. 277, etc. " Bic^. Univ., ixxi. 

pp. 127-94. " Ibid, xxii, p. 134. 
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ater, vhose fame is coextehaive with sdence itself, 
published a very interestiiig narrative of the life of 
Newton.'* There is reason, however, to conclude 
that the learned writer could not bestow hia undi- 
vided attention on this lofty theme.^^ He oniite to 
describe in what manner the Jirsl idea of gravity oc- 
curred to Newton;^'' and afterwards states that the 
anecdote of the falling apple is not mentiorted by Mr. 
Conduitt — that he could not ^mf any authority for 
it whatever 1*^^ Sir David will permit me to remark 
that he did not prosecute his optical researches with 
his accustomed perseverance. He. will permit me to 
remark that he might have introduced the anecdote 
of the faiiiny apple, without becoming subject to the 
diarge of viewing history through the kaleidoscope of 
foncy. 

Having examined the narratives of the principal 
biographers of Newton, with a view to the particulars 
in question, I shall revert to the statement of D'ls- 
raeli ; and endeavour to appreciate correctly his 
anecdotical and philosophic genius. 

He stat^ that Newton was reading when the fall- 
n^ aj^e excited his attention : Conduitt and Pem- 
berton lead us to conclude that he was occupied in 
meditation. He states that Newton was surprised at 
the force of the stroke of HiGJuUing apple : Galileo dis- 
covered the accelerating power of gravity'* — which 
would account for the force of the stroke — and Galileo 

'^ The Life of Sir Isaac N(;^Ttoi],1831. Sm. 8vo. pp. xvi. 3G6- 
" Vide Biot, Journal des Savatis, 1831. pp. 193-203, etc. 
" life of Newton, pp. 147-8. » Ibid. p. 344. '» Syslema 
Coimicum, Loadioi, 1663. Svo. p. 309. 
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died before Newton was bonu*" He states that from 
the incident of the feJling apple Newton drew tbi: 
principle of gravity : Conduitt, who understood the 
subject on which he waa writing, makes use of the 
phrase his system of gravity — for the discoveiy of 
Newton was not the discovery of terredrial gravity, 
but the discovery of the universality of gravity.^^ 
Another proof of philosophic proficiency remains to 
be stated. Conduitt, Voltdre, Biot, etc speak 
vaguely of the falling apple : I^Israeli calculates its 
exact path — and discovers that appvbe of which 
Newton himself .was utterly ignorant ! This 
discovery in physics also involves a curious discovery 
in psychology ; for it proves, in opposition to the re- 
ceived opinion, that a smart blow on the head pro- 
motes MEDITATION ! 

How careful should authors be in the examinatioD 
of fects, and in the enunciation of opinions I How 
cautious should readers be in the choice of books ! 
Dr. Dibdin assures us that he chose the Curiosities of 
Literattav as the companion of his evening hours and 
lone musings beyond midnight at the period of his 
college life.'^ Dr. Dibdin, after an interval of forty 
years, repeats in substance the anecdote of ^q falling 
apple as most erroneously reported by Disraeli^ — ■ 
and esclaims in the fever-heat of camaraderie litt£- 
raire, " Never was truth attired in more at- 
tractive GARMENTS THAN IN THESE VOLUMES."'* 

I have now to make a confession very humihat- 

" Biol, Biog. Univ., xvi. 339, + Conduitt, Hist, of Granlham, 
p. 158. *' Pemberton, View, etc. pp. 16-7. " ReminU- 

cences, 1836. 8to. p. 87, " Ibid. p. IBS. ** Ibid. p. 88. 
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ing to a Professor of CriticiBm. I had conceived the ' 
extract of which I have attempted an illustration to 
be the coinpoBition of D'leraeli ; the air of smartneBS 
which it exhibits seemed bo cbaxaoteristic — the whole 
internal evidence so conclusive. I should even hare 
believed it to be his compoBition if I had found it in- 
terwoven with a censure on the British Solomon ; 
or with a panegyric on the antiquary Gough, who with 
his usual discermtKnt^ recorded bis sentiments on 
anecdotes — on cariosities of literature — on Mss. autho- 
rities — on the philosophy of history — and on the 
iriBiant tailies aaA flippant style of an historical petit- 
mattre.*" But^ alas I how full of hazard is the 
path of critddsm. On casually examining one of 
the earlier edkions of the lively mi»cellany, I dis- 
covered the extract included between certiun sig- 
nificant marks ycleped inverted commas, which de- 
note it to he a borrowed article ! — I shall, there- 
fore, OD this occasion, quietly back out; and leave 
the reader to consider the diBCovery as one of the 
CuriotfitUd ot Kittrattirt. 

•,* Itis now admitted that the anecdote of New- 
ton and the fsillin^ apple was one of the adopted chil> 
dren of Mr. lyisraeli ; and I have ascertained that it 
is one which he has not improved by education. 

The question is, Did Newton hit on his system of 
gravity by "observing an appk faM from a tree?" as 
stated by Conduitt ; or did the apple strike him " a 
smart blow on the head ?" and so promote meditation ! 

"C.L, vi. 389. * Genl, Mag., Iiiii. 1120-I.+J. Nichols, 
Cai. R. Gough, 1810. p. vii. 
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Mr. Disraeli printed the Utter Btatement He de- 
fendB himself by aasertiiig that he bad no more open 
source of ttiteUigence in 1790, and by remioding us 
that the DarratiTe of Conduitt was not published (ill 
1808. He also charges me with transcribing titles 
in a hap-hazard; and with reckUialy referring to Dr. 
NicoUs for a Btatement in conformity with that of 
Conduitt I am not apt to be reckUst when truth is 
at stake ; nor did I deviate from my habits of accu- 
racy on this occanon. Thus wrote Dr. Nicolls in 
bis account of Newton, A.D. 1760: ^ His System 
of the World took its beginning &om seeing lome 
apphs fall from a tree in an orchard." 

I must add, in evidence of the reckleu auda<^ with 
which Mr. I^Israeli sets truth at defiance, that I had 
referred to the very page in which this statement of 
Dr. Kicolls occurs. 



Art. XXII. — William Collins- — with a true 
and particular account of the public ignition of 
his Odes. 

■■ CoUitM burnt Au o^s before ihe door of his publisher." 

— I. D'ISBAELI.' 

More is meant than meets the ear jn this short 
sentence; hut I shall call in the assistance of one 
who is perfectly quaBfied to interpret it. " What," 
says I^Israeli, " must have been the agonies of the 

' C. L., ii. 1S3. 
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neglected ColUns when he burnt bis exquiike odes at 
the door of his publisher /"* 

The reader has now before him the sentence — and 
the quo animo of the sentence — and is therefore pre- 
pared to attend to further illustrations. 

The earliest account of ColliuB was published in 
1763 ;* apparently written by Fawkes, the translator 
of Anacreon. A supplemental character of the poet 
was confaibuted by Mr. Samuel Johnson.* Not a 
word is said on the ignition of the Odes, 

In 1765 the Rev. John Langhome pre&sed some 
memoirs of Collins to the first separate edition of his 
Poetical Works.^ He states that Mr. Millar, the 
celebrated bookseller (whom he is pleased to describe 
as ajavourer of genius when once it had made its way to 
fame) published the Odes on the account of the author ; 
and thus proceeds : — 

" He [Millar] happened, indeed, tg be in the right Dot to pub- 
lish them on his own [account] ; for the sale nas bjr do roeana 
successful ; and hence it waa that the author, conceiving a just in- 
dignation against a blind and tasleless t^^, htrnt the remaining 

copiet with ki$ oum hands."' 

In the same year this statement of I>anghome was 
animadverted on in the Monthly SeviewJ The 
writer vindicates the character of Millar; declares 
that he purchased the copy-right of the odes at a very 

' Esny DD the Literary Character, 1795. Sto. p. 108. ' Po- 
etical Calendar, 1763. Sm. 8vo. xii. 107, elc. * Bosnell, Life 
of JohnsoD, 1811.8VO. i. 366. * The Poetical Works of Mr. 

William Collius, 1765. Sm. 8vo. • Ibid. p. xi. ' M. R., 
xxxii. 294. 



D,™),prib,Google 



)60 CURIOSITIES OF LITERATURE 

handtome price ; and thus chronicles the destraction 
of the surplus copies : — 

" When he [Collins] came to the possession of an eaiyfor- 
ttait, b; the deatb of his uncle, Colonel Martin, — he recollected 
that the publisher of his poems was a loia- by them. His ipfrit 
was too great to submit to this circumstance, when he found htni' 
self enabled to do justice to his own delicacy : and therefore he 
desired his booliseller to balance the actnunt or that unfortunate 
publication, declaring he hinuelf mmid make gond the deficiency : 
the bookseller readily acquiesced in the proposnl, and gave up to 
Mr. Collins the remainder of the impression, which the generous, 
resentful bard, intTiKdialeh/ coniigned to thejiama'' 

This eridence is of cotuse namelcBB — but its cre- 
dibility is undeniable. It is cited as authoritatiTe by 
Kippis,^ who was a writer in the same Reviae ;^ and 
Langhorne himself seems to have admitted the truth 
of it by the auj^reiaum of his opposite statement as to 
the copy-right of the odes, and also of his insinua- 
tions against Millar.'" 

Chance now enables me to name the author of the 
article." It was written by Griffiths, the editor of 
the Review, who was intimate with Dr. Rose, one of 
the hterary advisers of Millar" — so that the state- 
ment^ which only amounts to immediate eomignment to 
the Jlames, may safely be considered as a portion of 
the AUTHENTIC history of our vemacuiar literature. 

It is time to revert to the text of IXIsraeli. He 
loves to dwell on the calamities of authors — and 

' Biog. Brit., 2nd ed. it. 29. ■ Bees, Sermon on Kippis, 

1795. 8vo. p. 44. "> Poetical Worts of Mr. W, Collins, 1776. 
Sm. evo. p. li. " Vide B. H., Part viii. No. 1666. " J. 

Nichols, Literary Anecdotes, iii. 506, 386. 
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foacieB that be has eeUiblisbed some new ^esuUs in the 
history of human nature.'^ Has he never read that 
MAN is boni uRto trouble f Has it never occurred to 
him that while the calamities of those who write be- 
come recorded in their own vivid language — the cala- 
mities of those who do not write pass into oblivion P 
To afBrm as much would be almost justifiable. He 
is welcome, however, to his darling crotchet ; but I 
cannot permit him to Eiupport it d tort et d trovers. I 
cannot permit him to starve Camoens; to imprison 
Furchas; and to describe as the agonies of Collins 
what was the effervescence of his generous spirit and 
lielicacy offedivy ! 

Hitherto we have met with no proof of the public 
ignition of the Odes — the point in dispute ; and we 
will now continue our researches. In 1804 the Rev. 
Alexander Hay published a circumstantial account of 
Collins,** which was printed in the bouse in which 
the poet was bom. In 1813 Sir Egerton Brydges 
embodied some curious papers on Collins,'^ the ob- 
ject of his visionary admiration. In 1827 the Rev. 
Alexander Dyce edited the Poetical Works of Colling, 
with a considerable accumulation of illiistxative mate- 
rials."^ We explore these Bources ia vain for a con- 
firmation of the public ignition of the Odes, 

'* C. L., Preface. " Hiat. of Chicheiter, Chichester, 1804. 
Bto. p. 536. Fawkes ? Johnson, Langhorne, Kippis, Clialmers, 
Suard, Campbell, etc. stale that Collins died in 1736! Mr. 
Hay states correctly, 12th June 1759. " Sylvan Wanderer, 

Lee Priory, 1813-7. 8to. i. 71-80. " The Poetical Works 

of William Collins; with the life of the author, ete. London, 
W.Pickering, 1827. Bvo. 
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Are we to conuder that IKtsraeli has wiiniaUion- 
aUy ivqtroved on the informatioti of his precuraora ? 
or that he has sported aa invention in hvor of his 
hypotbe«B on the cdamities of avthors ? I need not 
decide on the delicate quration — for tlie statement^ 
in either case, must undoubtedly pass as one of dn 
Curia<itH« of tOcratttrt. 

%* Hie tone in vhidi die remarks on the above 
article is composed, proves that our ordinary cata- 
logues of the calamities of authors are incomplete. 
To be detected in the perversion of truth, is imdouht- 
edly one of the chief calamities of authors ; not, in- 
deed, a calamity which always overwhelms — for it 



When a detection of this nature has been made, it 
becomes an act of duty to expose it ; but we are not 
bound to notice the vituperation of the culprit — nor 
even to disclaim the feelings which he may insidi- 
ously impute. Such imputations are the common 
resource of those who are without the means of de- 
fence ; and the man who avails himself of them may 
be safely left to strut and Jret hit hour — till reason 
and a sense of decorum shall return. 



Art. XXIII. — Facts relative to William 
Oldys, Esq., Norroy King at Arms — with spe- 
cimens of his uncourtly style. 

" Mr. Oldya, a man of eager curioaitjr and indefaligable dilU 
gence, . . . first exerted that spirit of inquiry into ihe literature of 
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the old Eugliah writers, by nhkh the ■woAa of our great drama- 
tick poet have of late been so signallj illustrated." — Jamxs Bos- 



An accur&te summtuy of the life of Oldya would 
be a valuable acceBsion to oar national literature; 
and I recommend the subject to the bit^apber of 
Vincent and Ritson, as a suitable relaxation from his 
more recondite studies. 

lyiBraeli entitles his last article, Lifi and hainU of 
a literary antiquary — Oldyt and his numuscripU.^ 
He offei« it ae tbe produce of unexpected materials, 
and evidently prides himself on his handiwork. Bui- 
wer also lauds the operatiTe; asserting that he has 
profoundly analyzed Oldys, and has made him peai- 
Uarly his ovm. I shall presume to inquire into this 
profundity of analysis; shall ofier some account of 
the IVbs. of Oldys ; illustrations of his untaurtly style ; 
and of the expertness wiih which lyisraeli has leaped 
over what most redounds to the honor of our literary 
antiquary. 

It may be convenient to premise that Oldys was 
born On the 14th of July 1696; became Ldtn-arian to the 
celebrated Earl of Oxford; Norfolk Herald extraor- 
dinary, and, by patent of the 4th of May 1755, Nor- 
roy King at Anus ; published a considerable number 
at works in biography and bibliography ; and died on 
the 15th of April 1761.' 

A very Umited number of specimens will be suiB- 

■ Life of Johnson, 1791. 4to. i. 94. * C. L., vi. 363-92. 

* AddiU Ms. 4240. p. 14. + Ducarel, Ma. Memoir of Oldya. + 
pocuments in tbe College of Aims. 
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eient to prove the inutility of further inquiry into tbe 
merits which we have seen ascribed to lyisraeli. 
% 1. lUustrated specimens of analytical profundity. 

1. "He [Oldys] meniivnx thathe uasin Yorkshire _^bwi 
1724 to 17S0. * ' * It ha» sometimes occurred to me-, that 

- ; for Yorkshire we must understand the FieeL There «w 
.' hww he UK» ;" etc — I. D'Jsrabli.* 

>, Clsraeli is very sharp-sighted on the calamities of 

/) ^/ authors ; but this is not one of his happiest conjec- 
tures. What says Oldys himself? " Being at Leedt 
in Yorkshire, soon after Mr. Kalph Thoresby the 
antiquary died, anno 1735, I saw his MusEeum;" 
etc.* 

2. " Bie [Oldys] mentions thaihe was in Yorkshire^/rom 
1724 to 1730. 7%t$ period is a remarkable blank in 
Oldys's lifer—\, D'Israeli.« 

Oldys did not pass the time unprofitably. In 1 727 
he purchased his second Langbaine, which he con- 
tinued to annotate for thirty years.' In 1728 appear- 
ed the Universal Spectator, in which he wrote many 
things." In 1729 he wrote an Essay on Epistolary 
Writings : w:'" respect to the Grand Collection of TTuf. 
Earl of Strafford. Iitscribd to the Lord Malton, 8to. 
Ms.9 — and in 17S0 Some Considerations upon the 
Publication of ^ Thomas Ro^s Epistolary CoUectioTis. 
Fol Ms.'* The Ms. Essat/ on Epistolary Writings 
was probably of some utility to Lord Malton — for 
Dr. Knowler, who edited the Strafford papers in 

* C. L., vi. 375. • Life of Sir W. Ralegh, [1 733.] Fol. p. : 

xxxi. ' C. L., vi. 37S. ' Langbaine, B. M. jmaim. 

' Ducare), Ms. Memoir of Oldys. * Addiu Ms. 4168. 
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1739, declares that he followed the directions and in- 
Btructiona of big Lordship." The Comiderationa on 
the collection of Sir Thomas Roe abound in Bubstan- 
ttal information, and evince the spirit of method. 
Oldys expatiates on the importance of state papers ; 
reviews the collectdons entitled the Compleat Ambas- 
sadory the Cabaia, the lAfe of Sir Jjeolin Jenkins, and 
the Mejnoriah of Sir Ralpk Wimvood; and delivers it 
as his opinion that none of them can " gland in com- 
petition with that ipadous rendevous of epistolary con- 
ference W* centred in Sir Thomas Roe" Every parti- 
cular connected with the publication of the papers in 
question, he perspicnously and judidously discusses. 
I need not pursue this topic; The facts which I have 
produced ar&i^ditable to Oldys — and establish the 
eustence of a remarkable blank in the intelligence 
of DTsraeli. 

3. " TTie literary diari/ of Oldys would have exhibiled 
the mode of kia pursuils, and the results of his discoveries. 
On£ of these volumes I have fortutiately discovered"-— 

I. D'lsRAELI," 

lyisraeli remarks that Oldys was accustomed to 
record his most secret emotions ; and immediately pro- 
duces specimens as from the Jbrtunately-disawered 
diary. Will it be believed? More than two-thirds 
of liiese specimens are copied from a volume which 
lyisraeli himself o^^ far-famed ! '* 

4. " It was an advantage in this primeeval era cfUle- 
TOry maioaty, that those volumes . . . tohich are now so ex- 

" Earl of Straflbide's Letters, etc. IT39. Fol. 2 Vols. Pre/oce, 
" C, L., vi. 380. " Vide Langbaine, Verso of Title, Pre- 

face, and Verto of Fmis. 
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ctsiivefy <giprteialed, wen expoied on ttaUt, through tht 
reignt ^ Anne and &e two Georga. Olifyt encouMered 
no compeliior, ecued in Ae mvtdnerabie mail of hu purge, 
to dilute hit potteuion of tAe rare^ volume." — I. D'ls- 

RABI.1.'* 

This is the ronunce of bibliograpfaical biatory, to 
which I oppose fusts. Oldys obtained access to the 
richest libraries in England;'^ and purchased as 
many as 200 Tolumes out of one coUectioD — that of 
the Earl of Stamford.'^ No competitor/ He de- 
nounces rich monopolizers — men who " can never 
rest till they have gathered themselTes hbraries to 
doze in ; like children, who will not he quiet without 
lights to sleep by." He complains of tracts being 
" prized at their weight in gold" — and declares that 
there were " never so many eager searchers after, or 
extravagant purchasers of scarce pamphlets." '^ 

5. " Oldyt it ehiejly hnomn in/ the caricature (fthe/cux- 
Hotu Grose, a great humourist, both with pencil and with 
pen : it i» in a poe&urnous scrap-booh, where Grate de~ 
poeited his odds and ends, and where diere is perh^s not 
a single story which is not satiricaL" — I. D'Ishaeli.'s 

And it is from this posthumous scrap-book that 
lyisraeli chiefly borrows his account of the habits of 
Oldys. He seems to value evidence in the inverse 
ratio of its credibility. If we compare the accounts 
which Grose gives of Ames, Ducarel, Warburton, etc. 
with those in the Literary Anecdotes of Mr. Nichols, 

'* C. L., vi. 372. " Life of Sir W. R., pp. iv, vi, etc.+ 

British LibrBriBD, 1T38. 8va. p. 374. ** LangbaiDe, p. 336. 

" Fhanix BhIanDicas, 1732- 4to. p. S5B. " C. L,, vi. 365. 
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(wboBe means of infonnatioii, and candour of disposi- 
tion, are nndeniable) we must inevitably pronounce 
the Olio of Grose to be one of the most contemptible 
of books. - Grose was a mere youth when Oldys died ; 
and was never the man to appreciate his character. 
He informed Mr. Brooke, Somerset Herald, that 
Oldys was a person of no capociiy— and, at the same 
time, condemned him for not exercising his literary 
abilities !^^ He stated, according to the printed ac- 
count, that Oldys passed most of his evenings at the 
Bell in the Old BaiUff. He informed Brooke that 
his usual practise was to remain in his library till Q 
P.M., and then a^oum to the Horn Tavern.^" It is on 
the authority of such a chronicler that Zyisraeli talks 
about the prevalent infirmity of Oldys, and his deep 
potations of ale ; and perhaps this is what Bulwer 
alludes to when he informs us that D'lsraeli has 
made Oldys peculiarly his own ! 

§ 2, An account of the manuscripts of Oldys. 

" Oldys's manuscripta, or O. M. as th^ are sometimes 
designated, are contlandy referred to by every distinguished 
writer on our library history. I believe that not one of 
them could have given tis any positive account of the inanu- 
scripts themselves!" — I. D'Ishaeli." 

lyisraeli claims'the merit of exhibiting a silhouette 
of Oldys. I re-exhibit the above as a silhouette of 
lyisraeli ; executed by the artist himself, and full of 
character. The equitable and modest cast of the 
ouUine, I leave to the discovery of other physiogno- 
mists. 

a the College of 
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As I am not a distinffviihed toriter on our literary 
history, I may perhaps be able to give some poritive 
account of tfae Mas. of Oldys. I commence with those 
which were in the posBesdon of Mr. Thomas Davies 
in 1762.=* 

Annotated Books. — Folio. No. 227 Nicolson'a hiB- 
torical Libraries, with a great nvmber of Mi. additions, re- 
Jerencet, &c by the late William Oldyg, Etq ; very fair, 
21. 28. 1736. [This volume was in the collection of 
Steevens, No. 1674, and of Heber, x. No. S504. I claim 
the credit of identifying it. It was recently in the pos- 
session of Mr. Thorpe.] 230 Fuller's Worthies of Eng- 
land, w^ Ms. corrections, additions, &c> by Mr. Oldys. 
11. lis. 6d. [The price cancelled. — I conjecture this 
volume to be at Strawberry Hill. There is a transcript 
of the notes in the Malone collection at Oxford — Cat. p. 
15.] Octavo. 1371 Nicolson's Irish historical Library, 
wUk Ms. additions by Oldys, and list of the Governors of 
Ireland, 5s. 17S4. — 1611 Lives and Characters of the 
English Dramatick Poets, by Langbaine and Gildon, loith 

Mss. additions by Oldys, 3s. 6d. 1699 Twblves. 2354 

Erie's Historical Dictionary of England and Wales, wUk 
Ms. additions, alterations, &c. and an account of the aiOhor, 
byMr.Oldys, 5s. 1692. Manuscripts. Folio. 3612 CaU- 
logue of books and pamphlets relating to the city of Lon- 
don : its laws, customs, magistrates ; its diversions, pub- 
lick buildings; its misfortunes, viz. plagues, fires, &c. and 
of every thing that has happened remarkable in London 

" A Catalogue of die Libraries of the late William Oldj's, 
Esq ; Norroy, King at Arms, (Author of the Life of Sir Waller 
Kaleigh) etc. April 13, [1762.] By Tho. Davies, Bookseller. 
evo. pp, 146. 
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from 1521 to 1759, with some occasional remarks. [This 
volume was purchased by Steevens, who allowed Gough 
the use of it. It passed to Sir John Hawkins. — British 
Topt^aphy, i.567, 761*.] — Quarto. 361S Of London 
Libraries : widi anecdotes of collectors of books, remailcE 
on booksellers, and on the first publishers of catalogues. 
[Mr, Heber, vrhose copy of the catalogue of 1762 lies 
before me, has marked this article with N.B. N.B. It 
eTidentty set him on the qtd tnee.] — 3614 Epistolse G. 
Morley ad Jan. UUtinm. — 3615 Catalogue of graved 
prints, aS our most eminent countrymen, belonging tol 
Mr. Oldya, [I conjecture this volume to be at Straw- 
berry Hill.] — S616 Orationes habitte in N. C. 1655 — 
English Verses. — 3617 Memoirs relating to the family of 
Oldys. [In the British Museum, Addit. Ms. 4S40. The 
bequest of Dr. Birch.] — 3618 Barcelona; or the Spanish 
expedition under the conduct of the Right Hon. the 
Earl of Peterborough; a poem by Mr. Farquhar, n^irer 
before publish^. [This seems to have been copied from 
the printed edition.] — 3619 The life of Augustus, 
digested into 59 schemes, by James Robey. — Octavo 
ET INFAA, 3620 Hie Apophthegms of the English 
Nation, containing -above 500 memorable sayings of 
noted persons ; being a collectiou of extempore wit, more 
copious than any hitherto published. [I conjecture this 
volume to be at Strawberry Hill. It wag probably 
founded on a. Ms. collection of earlier date. — Life of Sir 
W. B., p. xxxii] — 3621 Description of all kinds offish. 
— 3622 The British Arborist, being a natural, philologi- 
cal, theological, poetical, mytholo^cal, medicinal and 
mechanical history of trees, prindpally native to this 
Island, with some select exoticks, &c. &c. not JinUh'd. — 
3623 Description of trees, plants, &c. — 3624 Collection 
of Poetns, written above 100 years since 3626 Trin- 
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archodia: the several raignes of Richard 11. Henry IV. and 
Henry V. in verse, supposed to be written 1650. [I'hiB 
volume became the property of J. P. Andrews. Park 
describes it — Sestkuia, iv. 166.] — 3626 Collection of 
Poems, by Mr. Oldys. — 3687 Mr. Oldys's Diary, con- 
taining several obserrations relating to books, characters, 
&c. [In the British Museum, Addit. Ms. 4245 7] — 
.^628 Collection of observations and notes on various 
subjects. — 3629 Memorandum Book, containing as 
above. — 3630 Table of persons celebrated by the Eng- 
lish poets 3631 Catalogue of Ms. [sic] written by 

Lord Clarendon. — 3632 Names of eminent English 
writers, and places of their burial, &c. — 3633 Descrip- 
tions of flowers, plants, roots, &c. — *3633 Descriptions 
of all kinds of birds. [Finis.] 

This is a complete list of the annotated books and 
manuscripts of Oldys which were offered for sale by 
Mr. Davies in 1762, It appears from a memorandum 
presented to Nichols by Ducarel in 1784, that Horace 
Walpole purchased some of the most valuable arti- 
cles; which has led me to conjecture that Nos. 230, 
3615, and 3620, may be preserved at Strawberry 
Hill. Other annotated books shall now be brieSy 
described : — 

I. An account of the English dramattck poets. By 
Gerard I^ngbaine. Oxford, 1691. 8vo. [Oldys anno- 
tated this work till the year 1724. The copy fell into 
the hands of Coxeter, and afterwards of Theophilus Cib- 
ber. It was made use of in the Lives o^ tAe Poets, Lon- 
don, 1753. 12mo. 5 vols. — Langbaine, B. M.p.353.-|- 
Berkenhout, Biographia Literaria, . 1777. 4to. p. xi.] 2. 
An account of the English dramatick poets. By Gerard 
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Laogbaine. Oxford, 1691. 8vo, [Oldya purchased a 
KccMuj Langbaine in 17S7; and continued to annotate it 
till tfae latest period of his life. It is preserved in the 
British Museum, to which eatablishment it was bequeath- 
ed bj Dr. Birch. The volume is almost filled with 
notes, interlineary and marginal, on the lives and works 
of the authors named. The handwriting is very minute, 
and the quantity of information extraordinary. Percy, 
Steevens, Malone, Reed, and Ruding, have made tran- 
scripts of these notes. The Malone transcript is now at 
Oxford. — Langbaine, B, M. pasnm, + Gent. Mag., 1784. 
p. 162, + Malone Cat. p. 22.] 8. The Lives of the 
most famous English poets. By W. Winstanley. Lon- 
don, 1687. 8vo. [Oldys frequently refers to his notes 
on Winstanley. Steevens seems to have possessed the 
volume. A transcript of the notes is preserved in the 
Malone collection at Oxford. — Langbaine, pp. 80, 89, 
etc.+Biog. Lit., p. 349, etc. -t- Malone Cat. p. 46.] 4. 
De Re Foetica : or, remarks upon poetry. By Sir Tho- 
mas Pope Blount. I-ondon, 1694. 4to. [A copy of this 
work, with the notes of Oldys, was in the collection of 
Reed, No. 6690 ; and of Heber, iv. No. 156. The notes 
are not numerous. The volume was purchased, on the 
latter occasion, by Mr. Thorpe.] 5. The English Topo- 
grapher. [By R. Rawlinson.] London, 1720. Svo. 
[A copy of this work, with the notes of Atnes and 
Oldys, was in the possession of Snelling. Gough ob- 
tained the loan of iL— Brit. Topog-, i. Preface, p. 51.] 

Further proois of the assiduity of Oldys in record- 
ing the results of his studiesj shall appear in the next 
section. 

S 3. Illustrations of the tmeow^ tb/k of Oldys. 
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" Okfyi lived m the baek-agei of Enffland ,- * * * aui 
to kved the wit and the Uaming which an often bright 
under the fwt of antiquity, that his oum tmcotirtfy style is 
embmoned with the tmi of a century old." — I. D'la- 



Oldye has recorded his sentimeDts on style, and I 
shall repeat them for the edification of IVlBraeli. 
Adverting to the mutable nature of our language, he 
remarks that it " may moderate the conceits of those 
who depend upon a style, or manner of expression, 
L more than the matter expressed, that will not, Hke 
most other things, become obsolete, but muntun its 
perepicuity, and engage the taste of all ages."'* 

It must be admitted that Oldys, who was perpe- 
tually occupied in the collection and classification of 
facts, rather undervalued the attractive qualities of 
composition — but not to an extent which calls for 
much apology. The learned Campbell pronounces 
him to be a very intelligeiU and judicious writer ;^^ 
and if, like other antiquaries, he occasionally falls 
into archusms and inelegancies, he never attempts to 
make himself more conspicuous than his subject — 
which is more than I should choose to affirm of his 
critic. 

I now offer three spedmens of the style of Oldys ; 
the commencement of an essay, a private letter, and 
a biographical anecdote. The specimens which lyis- 
raeU has printed, are inaccurate transcripts of mere 
memoranda and marginal jottings. 

» C. L., vi. 371. *• Briiisb Librarian, 1738. 8to. p. 128. 

» Biog. Bdt, p. 3301. 
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" Out famous Milton wbt Ihe greatest example which our 
oatioD has produced, of a mind impatient under any appre- 
hensions of slavecy ; and no one has shewed himself so zealous 
a champion for that freedom of our beioK, wljicU he contended lo 
he so essential to the dignity of our species. This spirit of free- 
dom he demonstrated in his own poetry, by shaking off the mana^ 
oles of ibime : this spirit he extended more universally to the sen- 
timents of others, by publishing a disconTse upon the liberty of 
the press: this spirit be advanced even to government ilielf, 
;^iDst. the sovereignty of one man ; and this spirit he exerted > 

against the bands of matrimony, for conliniDg us so inseparably to 
one woman." — William Oloys." ^, 

In this paragraph there are some uncourtly no-''/," a J 
tious; but they are not expressed in an uncourtly " ' 
style, I do not hesitate to call it a capital miniature A-f- ' ' 
of Milton ; and I believe the best of his biographers . , r 
would be proud to claim it. 

■■Sir. "'-.r- 

I received last night two guiueas by the hand of my ^-^ '- 
worthy and honV* friend Mr Southwell ; for which favour, and •' ^ 
much more for the polite and eng^ng manner of conferring it, ' *'' / 
besides this incompelenl return of my sincere thanks, I liave O'l.i, 
beg'd him to make my ackaowledgments more acceptable, than 
in my present confused and disabled state, I am capable tny self ■■j 
of doing. I have also desir'd him to intimate, how much more 1 ' 
might be obliged to you, if, at your leisure, and where you shall 
perceive it convenient, you wou'd so repreeont me to such hon''!* . ^ 

' friends among y / num'rous acquaintance, that they may help me 
towards a removal into some conditeoti, wherein I may no longer ., ,, , 
remain altogether uauaefull to mankind ; which woud lay an obli- 
gation inexpressible upon 

S! Y' most obedient 

July 22''. 1751. Humble Serv'. -- 

TotheRev- Mr:Birch W«: Oldys."" 

" Universal Spectator, 1756. 12mo. ii. 59.-(-LangbaiDe,p.374. 
" Addit. Ms. 4316. Art. 4. 
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This letter, which is honorable to all the parties 
named, seems to have been written in the Fleet 
prison. Oldys lost hb most invaluable friend and 
patrtm,^ the Earl of Oxford, in 1741 ; and quitted re- 
luctantly the Ark of Literature.^ The editorship of 
the Harkian Catalogue, the HarUiaa Miscellany, etc 
afterwards supported him; but a work to which he 
extensively contributed was suspended in 1750 — and 
it is to be feared that Oldys remiuned in prison till 
he was appointed Norfolk Herald extraordinary. — I 
revert to gtyle. Detached specimens do not always 
convey an ^equate idea of it Comparison is ess(;n- 
ti&L Accept, dierefore, an anecdote in the iwbroumed 
language of Oldys ; and in the language of an ad- 
mired writer of our own times. 

" Mr. Edward Wiemftrk, a wealthy citizen, great newamonger, 
and conalant Paal's- walker, hearing there, the nem of Sir Walter 
Rale^'s death the day he was beheaded, and saying, among 
other things, ' His head would do very well upon the shoulders 
of Sir Robert Naunlon,' then secretary of state, was complaio'd 
of, and summon'd to the privy couitcil ; where he pleaded, that he 
intended no disrespect to Mr. Secretary, only spake in reference 
_to the oldproTerb, that 'Two heads were better than one;' so 
for the present was diamiss'd. Not long after, when rich men 
were call'd upon for a contribution to St. Paul's cathedral, Wie- 
inark, at the council-table, subscribed a hundred pounds. But 
Mr. Secretary said, 'Two hundred are betterthaa one, you know, 
Mr. Wiemark ;' which, between fear and charity, he was fiiio to 
subscribe." — W. Oldys. 

" The people were deeply atTected at the sight, [the execution 
of Sir W. R.] and so much, thai one said, that' we had not such 
another head to cut off;' and another ' wished the head and 

" W. O^ On Nicolson, p. vi. " Life of Sir W. R, p. cv. 
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bTaim to be npoo Secretary NauDloo's shoulden.' The ob< 
server suffered for this; he was a wealthy citizen, and great nem- 
monger, and one nho haunted Paul's Walk. Complaint was 
made, and the citizen summoned to the privy-council. He plead- 
ed that he intended no disrespect to Mr. Secretary ; but only 
spoke in reference to the old proretb, that ' two heads were 
better than one I' His excuse was allowed at the moment; but 
when aRerwanli called on for a contributiou to St. Paul's Cathe- 
dral, and having subscribed a hundred pounds, the Secretary 
observed to him, that ' two are better than one, Mr. Wiemark I' 
Either from fear, or charity, the witty citizen doubled his sub- 

The inferiority of the style of Oldye iB not very 
obvious from this comparison ; a circumstance rather 
remarkable — for the latter fragment has been printed 
as the composition of I. D'lEraeli, Esq.^ 

§ 4. Illustrations of the expertness with which 
IVIsraeli has leaped over what most redounds to the 
honor of Oldys. 

" OUfyi affords one more example how life u often 
dated amidst discoveries and acquisitions. The lileraty 
antiquary, when he has attempted to embody his multiplied 
inquiries, and to finish his acaitered designs, has found that 
the LABOR ABSQUE LABORS, ' die labour void of labour^ 
as the inscription on the library of Florence ^nefy describes 
the researches of literature, has dissolved his days in the 
voluptuousness of his curiosity ; and that too often, liAe the 
■hunter in the heat of the chase, while he disdained the prey 
which lay before Aim, he was still stretchijtg onwards to 
catch tbefiiyitive.'" — I, D'Israeli." 

I have read this paragraph repeatedly, with the 

" C. L., V. 230. " C. L., vi. 391.— See also pp. 373 

and 377. 



D,™),prib,Google 



176 CUB108IT1E8 OP LITERATURE 

hope of discovering some ambiguity in it. It too 
clearly means tliat Oldys had designed a general ac- 
count of our literature, which he ffuled to execute. 
Clarendon was bespattered, that another hiatorian of 
C3iarlee I. should appear more spruce ; and Oldys is 
reduced to the mere designer of too formidable an 
enterprise, in order that the admiration of the public 
should be kept in reserve for the future hiatorian of 
our veraacalar literature. He is admitted to have 
/Tieen a prodigy of tMrionty — who left na a harren Hst 
of mamucript worka t Now, I muntain that Oldys 
never formed the deugn attributed to him; that 
he executed to an admirable extent what he did de- 
sign ; and that the principal fact was known to D'ls- 
raelL 

The favorite pursuit of Oldys was Biography. He 
commenced with biography in 173S;^ ten years 
afterwards he intimated hie attachment to it;"^ be- 
fore he had completed bis fortieth year he produced 
one of the roost perfect specimens of biography in 
the English language ; and, in shorty to biography 
his immense researches were chiefly subsidiary. D^Is- 
raeli observes that Oldys coidd not fly for instant aid 
to a BiooRAFHiA Britannica ; but does not even 
hint that be was a contributor to that work. He bad 
read the statement in Kippis, in Grose, and in Chal- 
mers ; but he chose to ctmceal it I shall, therefore, 
detail the contributions alluded to, and point out their 
importance : — 

" Langbaine, p. 365. " Phomix Britannicui, p. vii. 



D,m,Prib,GOOgle 



ILLUSTRATED. 



CoDlribulioQS of W. Oldys to the Biogrophia Britanaka, 
London, 1747-^5. Folio, 7 Vola. 
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These articles have the signature G. — Ducarel 
ascribes them to Oldys, ^* who claims several of 
them ia his annotations. ^^ The choice of subjects 
affords a remarkable proof of his intelligence and dis- 
crimination. The twelve persons whose names are 
marked with asteriska were not commemorated in the 
General Dictionary'^ — which was the most learned 
and voluminous of the previous repertories of biogra- 
phy — but now appear in our best collections, the 
General Biographical Dictionary,^ and the Biogra- 
phie UniiierseUeJ* 

" Ms. Memoir. " Langbaine, pp. 1, 213, 257, etc. 

" Loudon, 173*-4l. Fol. 10 vols. " London, 1812-17. 8to. 

32 Vols. " Paris, 1811-28. In-8. 52 Vol. 

l5 
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On Uie execution of the articles, I submit some 
short remarks. The life of Archbishop Abbot is 
especially commended by the author of the preface to 
the work ; and was repnnted in 1777. 8vo. The life 
of Edward Alleyn is also justly characterised by the ' 
same writer as very curious. The article on Peter 
Bales, if raUier discursive, is rich in information; 
and contuns, in the notes, a history of writing- 
masters. BuUeyn, whose works were formerly popu- 
lar, receives due attention. As Gougb remarks, 
Oldys has *^ rescued him almost from oblivion."^ 
Master William Caxton occupies more than twenty- 
six pages. Oldys had carefully examined the chief 
portion of his rare volumes ; and Dr. INbdin admits 
that hb "performance is in eoery respect superior to 
that of Lewis''^ The account of Drayton and hjs 
works is an interesting specimen. Oldys points out 
the numerous deficiencies of the splendid edition of 
1748 ; and his information seems to have led to the 
completion of it The life of Sir John Fastolff, of 
which the first sketch was contributed to the General 
Dictionary in 1737, is the result of extraordinary re- 
search. The Fastolff of history and the Falstaff of 
fiction are ingeniously contrasted. The account of 
Fuller is compiled with peculiar care ; and afibrds a 
T'remarkable proof of the extent to which the writings 
i of an author may be made cooCributive to bis biogra- 
l- phy. The History of the Worthies of England, which 
Oldys frequently consulted, is characterised with 
much candour ; and be has very appropriately intro- 



"» British Topography, 1730, 4to. i 
Anijquities, 1810. 4io. p. IxxJv. 
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duced the substance of a Mb. eseay on the toteraH<m 
of wit on grave sidijects. Sir William Gascoigne fs 
copiouely historised, Oldys, with his usual ardour in 
search of truth, obtained the use of some Memoirs of 
the family of Gascoigne from one of the descendants 
of Sir William, and a communication from the Rev. 
R. Knight^ Vicar of Harwood, where he was buried. 
The life of the patriotio- Hakluyt cl^ma especial 
notice. Oldys had pointed out bis merit more than 
twenty years before;*' and seems never to have lost 
sight of him. He has left an admirable memorial of 
the *' surpassing knowledge and leamiTig, diligence and 
fddity, of this naval historian" — and it well deserves 
to be separately re-published. The account of Hol- 
lar and bis works is written with the animation and 
tact of a connoisseur. Oldys justly describes him as 
ever making art a rival to nature, and as a prodigy of 
industry. He also reviews the graphic collections of 
his admirers, from Evelyn to the Duchess of Fort^ 
Umd. The article on May was his last contribution. 
He vindicates the History of the Parliameni from the 
aspersions cast on it — in which be is supported by 
Bbbop Warburton, Lord Chatham, etc, 

It may be safely asserted that no one of the contri- 
butors to the Biographia Britannica has produced a 
richer proportion of inedited fects than William Oldys ; 
and be seems to have consulted every species of the 
more accessible authorities, from theFcedera of Rymer 
to the inscriptioQ on a print. His united articles, 
set up as the text of Chalmers, would occupy about 
a thousand octavo pages. 

" Life of Sir W. R., p. cix.+British Librarian, p. 137. 
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Oldys would no doabt have continued his lahours, 
had his li£e been spared. He was preparing accounts 
of Otway,** Mary Countess of Pemhroke,** Katha- 
rine Phillips,** liiomaa Rawlina," Thomas Rymer,** 
and Shakspeare.*'' His collections on Shakspeare 
were very copious, but not digested; as he informed 
Ducarel &ftw dm/e be/ore kU death.*^ 

A portion of the Mas. of Oldys was purchased, 
some time before the year 1778, for the proprietors 
of the second edition of the Bioffraphia Britomiica. 
Kippis describes them as a " Urge and useful body of 
biographical materials;"*!' and we find them quoted 
on Arabella Stuart, John Barclay, Mary Beale, W. 
Browne, Sam. Butler, etc. 

Kipi^ promised an account of Oldys;'" but did 
not reach the letter O. I therefore once more com- 
mend our literary antiquary to Sir Harris Nicolas. 

A very remarkable feature in the hrewell essay 
- on Oldys renuune to be described. D'Israeti insidi- 
ously omits to notice one of the most important por- 
tions of his labours ; assumes his inability to execute 
what he never contemplated ; bints an imjmsonment 
of six years in the Fleet while he was sporting with 
the mountain nymph in Yorkshire ; prates about his 
infirmity and his deep potations of ale on the most 
contemptible evidence ; censures his style, and pro- 
duces no other specimens than absurdly-erroneous 
transcripts of private memoranda ; and winds up with 

" Langbaine, p. 400. " Ibid. p. 402. " Ibid. p. 403. 
" Ibid. p. 424. " Ibid, p. 433. " Ibid. pp. 455, 399. 

« Ma. Memoir. •* ffiog. Brit., i. Preface, p. 20. *• Ibid, 
■ii. Frefaa, p. 8. 
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a sneer at hie solttary groans, his poetical bags, hie 
parehmmt budgets, etc, — yet he announces the essay 
as a vindication of Oldysl And this is the essay a > 
which Bulwer trumpets as an instance of the^o/un-^^'^--'''^' i 
» dity of analytit I i '^.J 

I have almost deviated into serious reprehension j .n,^ n '' 
and can scarcely persuade myself to conclude in the '^ J*^ 
usual style — ^hut the formulary is indispensable. '^jt-vopiX 

Those who are familiar with theatrical exhibi- f.- l • 
tions must be aware that actors, when about to make /^J'T:' ' ' ' 
their exeuxd, are particularly solicitous of applause ; , •, / f^y 
and sometimes derstep the modesty of tmture, or even U ~>, 

express more than it set down for them. Very similar M^Jj~-'.t /> 
circumstances occur in literature; which tyisraeli' , . 
has notably exemplified in his hrewell essay on Oldys. • -'' - ' " ' 
The essay, however, has a species of merit to which cfi-V/-'^' 
no critic can be insensible. It corresponds with J , • 

the title of the work — being indisputably one of the ■ ' 

lEtiriirtitirf of litttHturr. ■,:_, v », , ,, ,'f T 

, •,* In the art of concentrating error, Mr. IXIb- 
, raeli may have formidable rivals — but he has not 
/ i-vi Vmany compeers. I have pointed out three errors on 
/, ^the (avil law, in a curiosity of four lines; and six 
' -i. V ®"'**" *"* numismatics, in a curiosity of ten lines. It 
^ /would be unhandsome, however, to dwell on those 

f^ I specimens. As Mr. D'Israeli is a graduate in civil , 
Y^ V^^* ^^^ ^ titled antiquary, he may have written 

_^^^ rather carelessly — iu the over-confidence of his quali- , ^ ,- 
I ^ fications. I have now, as it fortunately happens, to 

examine a portion of his new curiosities on a sub- 
^ ^<.,, ■- ject which he has considered more attentively. ' .. 

- ,,-.A - Jr ■:.. , -'.■:'. 
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He assures us that bis article on Oldys was the re- 
sult of "long and arduous inquiries" — and that if 
" ever he composed with the devotion of a votary" it 
was on that occasion. We may foirly expect a sub- 
stantial aftercrop ; and I invite the reader to partake 
of 8ome of these fresh fruits of persevering research 
and votive enthusiasm. 

First spe<nmen. — Mr. lyisraeU has juady charac- 
terised Oldys as a man of "unswerving veraci^"*i — 
as a " prodigy of literary curiosity""* — as one with 
whom a " single line was the result of many a day of 
research"** — yet he modestly pretends that the feel- 
ings of Oldys " echoed in his own bosom." Verily, 
this is a choice specimen of auto-eulogy. 

Second specimen. — It was stated by Mr. IXIs- 
roeli that every distin^ished toriter on our literary 
history had referred to the manuscripts of Oldys with- 
out being able to give " any positive account of the 
manuscripts themselves !" — and I undertook, conceiv- 
-ing myself to be a person sufficiently obscure, to sup- 
ply the desideratum. On this our Illustrator re- 
marks, that " Mr. Corney gives . . . what he calls a 
'positive account of these Mss. of Oldys." This re- 
mark should not he undervalued. The figure of 
speech is of estreme rarity : it seems to be a maxim 
with most writers to avoid auto-quizzing ! 

Third specimen. — When a man controverts him- 
self, we may safely pronounce him to be a controver- 
sialist of the true breed. " It must have been a 
strange device of mine," says Mr. I^Israeli, speaking 

" C. L., ti. 369. " Ibid. vi. 391. " Ibid. n. 378. 
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of the contributions of Oldya to the Biographia Bri- 
tannica, " to conceal that which all the world 
knows."** The same Mr. I^Iaraeli, who choge to 
conceal the contributions in question, also declares 
that Oldys is " only popularly known through his 
own essay." ^* Hiis is an undoubted specimen of 
auto-controversy. 

Fourth specimen. -^ This specimen shall be made 
up of two extracts. " To Dr. Percy, ... we are in- 
debted, for directing ub to the purchase of a large 
and useful body of biographical materials, left by Mr. 
Oldys."— Andrew Kippis, D.D. 1778.« " Mr. Comey 
. . . takes Qo notice whatever of that considerable lot, 
[of the Mss. of Oldys] which I had discovered had f 
been disposed of to Kippis for the Biograpbia Bri- y-~. 
tannica," — I. lyiBTaeli, 1838." A fact which was 
communicated to the public in 1778, could not have 
been discovered by Mr. D'Israeli. He speaks, on an- 
other occasion, oi original discoveries .-^ perhaps this 
ie intended as a specimen of secondary discovery ! 

Fifth specimen. — I censured Mr. D'Israeli for 
giving specimens of the secret emotions of Oldys as 
from a volume which he had fartunatelg discovered — 
because I found more than two-thirds of those sped- 
n^ens' in a volume which he stated to be far-famed. 
The charge admitting of no reply, he pretends that I 
" captiously protest that these emotions are not 
xcret, EiDCe they are found in a volume now open to 
all antiquaries." There is nothing more convenient, 
in certain cases, than misrepresentation and evasion. 

" I. I., p. 70. " Ibid, p, 79. ** Biog. Brit., Second 

edition, I. p. XX. " I. I., p. 68. •• C. L., vi. 363. 
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Sixtl) spedmen. — The assertton that I gave an ac- 
count of the M9S. of Oldys from the same materiala 
which Mr. I^Israeli had used, is too ridiculous to de- 
serve an answer — but his assertion that, in giving it, 
I took 7to notice whatever of the portion which was ob- 
tuned for Kippis, is undeniable. I said, however, at 
the end of the second section, *' Further proo& of the 
assiduity of Oldys in recording the results of bis 
studies, shall appear in the nest section" — and I 
therrin described the Mss. — in the words of Kippis ; 
pointing out several articles in which they are cited. 
It must he admitted that the latter assertion of Mr. 
I^Israeh is a masterpiece of quiWing eritieism. Oi<- ■ ■■ ,^ 

Seventh specimen. — It is stated by Mr. D'lsraeli, ' 
with admirable gravity, that the contributions of , 
Oldys to the Biographia Britanaica were irrelevant 
to hig subject " in the pst/dwhgical character of 
the literary antiquary." So it appears that mental 
tendencies and qualifications have no connexion with ' 
Individual character. We may infer the practicability 
of giving a pigchobgicai character of Bacon, without 
bne word of allusion to the advaneement of kaming ; 
of Sbakgpeare, without glancing at the well-trod stage ; 
Ttad of Nelson, or Wellington, wiAout having aae bat- 
tle in tlte book ! This is a curious discovery on the 
'application oi psychology. 

Eighth specimen. — I shall commence with an ex- 
tract: " When Oldys was employed in compiling the 
Harleian Miscellany, which ie a collection of pam- 
phlets, it was not amiss to inform the world that 
tracts were ' prized at their weight in gold.' " — I. 
D'IsRAELi. Oldys made bis remark on the prices of 
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tracts, in 1781 ;*9 utd the Harleian MitceUaay was 
not published till 1744r6 I* If we are to believe 
Mr. D'Isra«li on tbis occasirai, 0\Ays foresaw his con- 
nexion vith the Earl of OiiarA—foreimo the death of 
bis patron in 1741 — fareamo the disposal of the 
Harleian books to A&. Osborne — foresaw the publi- 
cation of the Harleiaa MiiceUany — and orei^Btated 
(he prices of tracts, in order to proniote the sale of a 
work of which hsjbremto that he should become the 
editor. It is evident that Mr. lyisraeli has very ex- 
traordinary ideas on candma- and chronology. v ' ' ' ' 
Such are the preraous fruits of his arduous re- 
search, and votive enthunasm. Such is the mode in / 
which he attempts to illustrate the Honorary Profes- ■ ^^i' -' 
Bor — to vmdicate Oldys — and to vindicate himself ! 



J 



Art. XXIV. — The poet Shenstone — the 
schoolmistress Sarah Lloyd — the critic D'ls- 
raeli : an anticlimax. 

" A deep and tender vein of sentiment rons, at no unfrequent 
times, through your charming lucubrations; and Imight inatance, 
■s one of the moat touching, yet uneia^rated conceptions of 
human character, that even a novelist ever formed, the beautiful 
Eitay upon Shemtoru;." —K. L. Bolwer, Esq. M. P. to I. D'ls- 
«AELt, Esq.' 

** Phanix Britannicus, 1733. 4to. comp. pp. vii & 558. 
"The Harleian Miacellany; or, a collection of scarce, curious, and 
entertaining pamphlets and tracts, etc. Xcndon : T. Oabome, 
1744-6. 4to. S rols. ' England and the English, "Durd 

Edition, ii. 49. 
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D'Israeli has two articles <meni my favorite Sben- 
stone — a vindication of the poet, and a critical disqui- 
sition on one of his choicest poems.^ Bulwer omits 
to state which of the charming lucubrations called 
forth his laudatory eloquence ,- and, the tanaly like- 
ness being very striking, I shall consider the united 
articles as forming the beaut^l essay. 

It must be admitted that Bulwer, in addr^sing 
the said laudation to IVIsTaeli himself has evinced a 
very just conception of charai^er. I contend, never- 
theless, that the beautijid essat/ is — but I shall pro- 
duce the facts, and leave the reader to enjoy the 
luxury of drawing bis own inferences. 

Detached annotations may perhaps be sufficient for 
the occasion. I ^ould not choose to incur the ex- 
pense of weaving ray remarks into an essay ; and, be- 
sides, an attempt to rival the beautiful essay might 
seem .to prove the absence of that deep and tender vein 
of sentiment, without which it would be too much to 
hope for the applause of the sagaxuous distributor of 
celebrity.' 

§ 1. " The domeatie life of a poet. — ShensUme vindi- 
cated," 

1. " The dogmatism of Johnson, and the fastidiousness 
r^ Gra}/, . . . havefataUy inured a jioB natural genius in 
Shenstone." — I. D'Israeli. 

D'Israeli comes forward to vindicate the poet. He 
baa given a spedmen of his peculiar ideas on the 

' C. L^ V. 173-91. The domestic life of a poet. — Shenstone 
TindicBted.-|-iv. 35^9. SbeDstoue's School-n 
England, Book the fourth, pastim. 
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nature of vindication in his rhapsody on Oldys ; and 
be is anxious to do the same justice to Shenstone. 
So much by way of preface. 

2, " Four Tnalerial circumstances infiueneed his cha- ^ ■?■._ 
\ racier, and toere productive cf all his unhappiness." — '' 

' I. D'ISRAELI. 

One material circumstance influenced bis cbarac- . -■ . 
ter, and vas productive of his unhappiness — which 
drcumstance IVIsraeU passes over in silence.' The /'' .'J 
a source of hia unhappiness was want of health. Even ',, j/ 
/^ ^ in bis sixteenth year he had courted the capricious '"' 
maid in the woods, and in tbe wave, "and at tbe mine- 
ral fountain, without success.^ At thirty we find him 
subject to Jits of fever, to lowness of spirits, to twitch- 
ings of the nerves, to irwobmtary vigils, etc* — and thus 
he wrote, at that heyday period of life, to bis inti- 
mate friend the Rev. Richard Graves; "About half 
the appetite, digestion, strength, spirits, etc of a 
mower, would make me the haj^iest of mortals F^ 

8. " Four material circumibawes, etc The neglect he 
incurred in these poetical studies to which he had devoted 
is hopes " etc — I. D'Isbaeli. 

In I7S7 Shenstone printed, for private distributitm, 
a small volume of poems.^ In 1740 he published 
a shilling pamphlet,^ and in 1741 a sixpenny 
pamphlet^ — all aiumgmously. In 1748 his name 

* The Works in verse and prose, of W. Shenstone, Esq. 
1764-9. 8vo. 3 Vols. — i. 130. ' Ibid. Hi. 90, 95, 99, etc. 

' Ibid. iii. 101. * Poems upon various occasions. Oxford, 

1737. Sm. 8vo. pp. Tiii -|- 72. * The Judgment of Hercules, 

a poem. 1741. Bro.+Works, iil. 18. ' The School-mistress, 

a poem. 1742. Bro.-I-Wotki, iii. 53. 
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appeared aa a poet, wWtovt kit tanaiim,'° In ItSS, 
having been preaaed by Dodsley," he contributed to 
bis miscellany the Ptutoml BaUad, Rural Imcriptimu, 
etc.'' The ballad had been twelve years in manu- 
tcript; and the insciiptionB were pablished at the 
imtiffotion of Sir George Lyttelton.*' In 1758 he 
contributed a further portion of his poems to the 
same miscellany,'* some of which were intended to 

^ appear anoni/jnotufy^^ Hie elegies, cluefly written in 

J early life, were left in numuteripL — Such is the poeti^ 

cal history of ^enstone ; and it certunly affords no 
evidence of his inordinate appetite fen: poetical fame I 
4. ■* Why have the ' EUgia' of Sherutone, which forty 
years ago form/ed for many of uc Ae faeovritt poems cf 
ow youth, eeased to dekght ttt m mature fi/e ?" — I. D'ls- 

RABLI. 

A^^^r^ ^Vhy hliv« the El^i of Shenatone— the very por- 
/i.'-/-^\^On of his poems which he forbore to publish — been 
/'^t. i ''fi ■'_ ' ^ chosen as the measore of his poetical stature ? Why 
; , ^ y i 7 t ■; ' ^ the Paxtoral Ballad — which Akenside " preferred 
«^/ J , to every thing of the kind, either ancient or modem" *^ 
■ T • \***^^/ — despatched with a solitary epithet? Have the 
' A^ Sural Iiucriptiaiu no claim to admiration ? Has the 
'■ " " Ode to Memorr/ ceased to delight us in mature life ? 

Should it have been left in oblivion 7 . ^V*- Ct^'t^^^ 

■0 A Collection of Poems. E. Dodsley, 1748. 3 VoU. Vol. 4, 
1755. Vol*. 5 *t 6, 1758, lamo. — i, 311. + Work», iii, 200. 
" Ibid, iii, 257. " A CollecUon eie. iv. 338-63. » Works, 
iii. 288. '* A Collection etc. v. 1 etc. '• Wotki, iii. 313, 
" SecoUection of some puticulara in the life of the late W. 
Shenstone, Esq. [To W. Sewsrd, Eiq. F. E. S, by the Her. R. 
Gravei.] ITse. Sm. 8to. p. 106. 
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5. " To what a m^ttchofy slate wat our author reduced, 
uAen he tAus addrexsed hit Jriendt — ' / suppose' etc. 
Tltefiatures i^tMt sad portrait are more partkularfy made 
out m another place." — I. D'Israeli. 

Shenstone, like most tfyspeptic Bubjecte, was apt to \ 
whine ;^' luid our invalid would sometimes relieve J 
himself at the expense of his con-espontlents.'^ D'ls- 
raeli forms a portrtut of <mr atdhor, by the junction of 
two of these querulous scraps. The interval, on 
which not a word is said, was seventeen years ! '^ 

6. '■ Whenever forsaken by his eompany he describes the 
horrors around Attn, delivered tg> ' to winter, silence, and 
reflection ;' ever foreseeing himtelf ' returning to the same 
series of melancholy hours.' " — I. D'Israeli. 

I am no match for D'Israeli in ingenuity of quota- 
tion, but shall venture to throw in a word of critidsm. 
Shenstone foresaw a series of melancholy hours — be- 
cause he had just experienced Jits of fevers and was 
apprehensive of a relapse.™ He admitted that he 
was delivered up to winter, silence^ and reflection — but 
he admitted, at the same time, that the summer had 
proved even a scene of jollity !^^ 

7. " Shenstone wtu early in life captivated by a young 
lady, whom Graves describes with all those mild and serene 
graces of pensive melanchofy," etc — I. D'Ishakli. 
. This is an amusing spec^en of what D'Israeli — 
when exercising his critical sagacity on others — calls 
the injwcence of criticism. The nameless young lady . 
whom Graves describes was his own sister.** oC< ct J/^^' ■ ' 

" Wotk»,iii. 60. " Ibid. iii. 45. '• Ibid. iii. 44, 311. , 
» Ibid. iii. 98-9. " Ibid. iii. 232. " Recollection elc. y , 

pp. 40, 46. . - - 
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6. " It was his own/aull that he did not aecqtt C^ Atmd 
of the lady whom he so tenderly loved ; but Ait spirit ct/uld 
not endure to be a perpetual uritneu of her degradation in 
the roTik of society, by an ineonnderote union with poetry , 

and poverty." — I. D'Israeli. ' 

A man of letters should know that Miss G. was not 
Misa C. — I can believe that Sheostone might have 
obtained the hand of Miss G., whom he always re- 
membered affectionately : " it will he necessary to 
my eate" says hcj " that whoever marries her she 

C /n/^°^^ ^^ happy."*' With Miss C, to whom alone the 

remark on loss of rank is applicable,** he seems I 

'■■ scarcely to have passed the limits of flirtation.^ j 

' .. ., . ■/ * 9. " It w probable that our poet had an intention of j 

^' marrying his maid ^Mary Cutler]." — I. D'Israeli. 

1 ;' ".,^'/-i A touckiny conception of character ! It appears in 

evidence, 1. That Shenstone made a jocular allusion , ' 
to marrying his maid. 2. That he presented her t^JvU' 
with his portrait as a new-year gift — But, it is im- * ^ , 
probable that he had such an intention. 1. Because •^ ' 
he made a jocular allusion to it. 2. Because Mrs, C"'^'-''^ 
Arnold had much influence over him by her charms, f^ 
her incantations, etc 3. Because in the envoi to , 

Mary Cutler he calls himself her master — and love is 
notoriously a leveller. 4. Because about nine years 
elapsed between the jocular alluaon and tfie presenla- 
tion of the portrwt^ 

10. " Hie solitary magician, who had raised all these 

* Works, iii. 162. »• Select Lelters, 1778. Sto. ii. 19. 

" Works, iii, 86+Gravea, Recollection etc, p. 106. " Works, 
iii. 117.+10, 65, etc. 
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wonders, [at the Leasowea] was, in reality, an unfortu- 
nate poel, the tenant of a dilapidated farm-house, where the 
■winds passed through, arid the rains lodged, «tu^ — !■ D'ls- 

RAELI. 

The Leasowea was origioally a small fe,nii-houBe, 
but Shenstone exercised his ekill and taste in im- 
proving it.*^ Masons, carpenters, carvers, etc. were 
pat in requisition ; ^ and we find that Lady Lux- -^^ . 
borough, with two other friends, and their five Ber- 
vKDts, were entertained for nine days in this dilapi- 
dated farm-house, where the winds passed through, and 
the rains lodged ! ^ 

11." His elegant mind had not the force, by his produc- 
tions, to draw tiie celebrity he sighedqfier, to his hermitage." 

— I. D'ISRABLI. 

The Leasowes was one of his productions — the " off- 
spring ofhisfanci/' ; and " long before he died," says 
Dr. Nash, " it had attracted the notice and procured 
him the friendship of persons the most distinguished 
for rank or genius."** 

12. " This article has been written in vain, if the reader 
has not already perceived, that th^ [the hapea and expec- 
tations of SheQSt«ne3 had hauTited him in early life ; sieh- 
ening his spirit after the possession of a poetical cel^ity, 
unattainable by his genius ; some eapectations too he might 
have cherished from the talent he possessed for political 
studies," etc. — I. D'Tsraeli. 

The chief misfortune of Shenstone was constitu- 
tional debility. An infenud lawsuit also robbed him 

" Graves, Recollection, pp. n-2. " Works, iii. 191, 226. 
» Ibid. iii. 227. *• HiaL of Worceateisliire, ITBI. Fol. i. 

530. 
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of his peace " for six of the beet years of his life."^' 
Both Uieee facte D'lgraeli coDoeala I Another source 
of unbappineBB is ofVen alluded to in hU coirefipoa- 
dence.^' D*lsraeli, with his usual candour and con^ 
sistency, asserts it to have been a *' mtuter^^ximonjor 
literary fame" — pretends that it " duded Aisffreap" — 
that (be calamity of this "^/fee natural gmitu" was 
" mediocrity of genim" — and sums up as above, sup- 
porting his conclusions by a falsification of the 
lexT of Shenstone ! 

The truth is no mystery. Shenstone bad intended 
to follow some lucrative profession ; but tfae indolence — ^ 

"Vbich too frequently accompanies debility, and the 

rural delights of Harborougfa, orercame him.^^ He 
goon perceived bis error,'* and even foretold its con- 
sequences — but he could not retrace his steps. He 
' next cherished hopes of preferment,'') which he never 
obtained ; and, finally, he clung to the hope of a 
peudon — which death intercepted.'* In 1748, which 
was his thirty-fourth year, he thus addressed Mr. 
Graves : " I have lost my road to happiness, I con- 

V ' f fess ; and, instead of pursuing the way to the fine 
" V \lawns, and venerable oaks, which distinguish the 

•^'"'^ ref^pn of it, I am got into the pitiful parterre-yarden 

of amvaement, and view the nobler scenes at a dia- 
taxice." "^ 

Explanation would be impertinence. I rather com- 
mend the passage to the notice of those wbo think it 

n Works, iii. 338. " Works, iii. 10, 44, 59, elc. 

" GraTCT, Recollection etc. pp. 31-6. " Poems, 178T. Tied, 

+Works, Hi. 35. " Ibid, iii, B2. " Gray«, ReocLlecUon, 
pp. 16S-6. " Works, iii. 161. 

•■•■ ■- • /," 
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irksome to lahoar in their vocation. — It is observed by 
Graves, whose career was better adapted to secure 
happiness, tliat the effects of en inactive life on Shen- 
stone are too evident in his correspondence'* — but 
one of the calamities of D'Israeli is obliquity of vision. 

5 2. On the editions, poetical character, index, and 
embellishments, of the Schoolmistress. ,^ - 

1. " This Jiral edition it now lying b^(yre me, wtlA its H-^^'ylC'^/ 
splendid ' red-letter,' its ' seemly designs,' and what is more 1 A^ 
precious, its ' Index,' "—1. DIsrabli. \ Q ^aJja, 

The first edition wjb printed in 1737*9 — five years ij,J 

earlier than this ardent explorator of the curiosities //TJ^tX' ■ \ 
of our national literature supposes. It has neitherl „ O'-t- ~. 



J^Xi 



red-letter, nor geemiy designs, nor Index. 

2. " The purpose of this poem has been entirely miS' 
conceived. * * * it has been admired for its simplicity and 
tenderness, not for its exquisiiek/ ludicrous turn !" — I. D'ls- 

BAELI. 

Who could misconceive its drift? Neither Sarah 
Lloyd, who sat for -the portrait^ nor any one of the 
simple vassals who yielded obedience to her birchen 
sceptre. Read, Mr. D'Israeli, the conclusion of it — 
an eulogy on the inventor of Shrewsbury Cakes/ Re- 
member, also, that in quoting the second stanza you 
found it convenient to alter the punctuation, and 
omit the tender line : — 

" Who boasts unruly brals with birch to tame" — 

3. " This discovery [of the character of the poem] / 
owe to the good fortune of possessing the or^nal edition cf 
' The Sihool-Miaress;"—!. D'Israeli. 

" RecoUeclion etc p. 56. " Poems, 1737. pp. 17-22. 
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To the edition of 1T42 Shenatone added a lodi- 
CROUa INDEX, to siiovfiols — as he very significant- 
ly says — that he was in jest ;*^ and lyiBraeli, who 
cit«s the anecdotej admitB that he U indebted to that 
index for his diBCOvery. Can he discover a choice of 
inferences ? 

4. " Sut ' ihefool,' hit subsequent editor, who, I regret 
to my, wot JRabert Dodaley, thought pnjptr to nipprest this 
amusing ' ludicrous index,'" — I. D'Israrli. 

Dodsley made no alterations in tlie collective edi- 
tion of 1764, without the concurrence of the most 
judicious friends of Shenstone*' — bo that the suppree- 
sion might have been attributed to an- astembfy of 
fools! But what is the fact? In 1758 Sfaenstone 
communicated to Dodsley, for publication in bis mis- 
cellany, a revised and enlarged copy of the School- 
mistress — omitting the crude and useless Index.** 
The/ool, therefore, was William Shenstone, Esquire. 

5. " 7%e truth is, that tohta is placed in the landship 
over the tholched-house, and the bireh-iree, it like a failing 
monster rather than a setting sun / hut the fruit-piece . . . 
Mr. Mynde has made sufficiendy tempting." — I. D'ls- 

RAELI. 

Mynde was the engraver employed;*' but certain- 
ly did not etch the fruit-piece — nor could he make 
any thing tempting. The comparison which I^IsraeU 
offers is one of the wildest conceptions that even a 
novelist ever formed. The setting sun more resembles 
a TiFULA siLVESTRis, or FatbeMong-legs ! 

" Works, iii. 69. *' Works, i. Prefaie, p. 7. "A Col- 
lection eic. Edit. 1758. i. 241. " Works, iii. 54. 
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6. " Ithail now restore the ludicrous index, and adapt 
it to the ifanzas oftke later edition," — I. D'Isi<.aeli. 

The achievement of lyiBraeli is the triumph of 
criticism ! He discovers the ludicrous turn of a poem 
which had been described as partly burlesque befoTe 
he commenced his charming lucubrations;** and re- 
Btoree an index which the improved taste of its author 
led him to suppress ! If we may believe Bulwer, 
these are specimens of a great whole*'' — the history of 
our vernacular literature. 

1 take leave of Sbenstone and Sarah Lloyd with 
the familiarity which old acqumntance juatilieB. To 
lyiaraeli and Bulwer it becomes me to make a ceremo- "/— ^ 
nious bow. — I consider the beautiful essay as one of ^ 'JuC^ ' • " 
the most impudent and absurd pieces of criticism that /.!.'..{' ^• 
ever spoiled child of popularity ventured to publish 9j .y. ^ . < ' 
— that ever spoiled child of popularity ventured to / v '■ 
praise — and as perhaps without parallel, except in the 0>U'-i--^~f ' '; 
Cutiotittts of ftttttaturt. , ^ ^^ J 

•^* As the article on Shenstone is now considera- t*^**-^' 

bly extended, and occasionally acuminated, a short j^wy^nf^ j 
note is all that can be requisite. ^ 

Mr. lyisraeli objects against me that I "look /jrt*~ <*'''' <■ 

upon the case of Sbenstone like an apothecary." We ^-a >rr 

may conclude that he would consider it as imperii- ^^ / 

nence in an apothecary, to hok upon the case of an in- aA^^ j '/■'"" 
valid.' ' 

The remark, in one respect, was not infelicitous — 

for many persons consider that I have hit the case of x 

" Graves, RecollectioD etc. p. 142. *' England, ii, 4. /J 

r,,,...,„Goo;;li;X> !:Jf^'- 
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Mr. DTaraeli very exactly — though, from the chronic 
obstinacy of hie compkint, the treatment adopted has 
not been attended with all those beneficial effects on 
ttie temperament of the patient, which the experi- 
ence of ordinary cases might have led his friends and 
admirers to expect 



l; 



Art. XXV.— M. de Buffon and the Tour de 
Saint Louis — a critico-topographical sketch. 

" Suffbn often quitted the old tower he studied in, which 
teat placed in the midst of hit garden, for a walk in it ;' — 

I, D'lSRAELI.' 

■"' Johnson remarks, in very characteristic phrase, 
that to " abstract the mind from all local emotion 
would be impossible, if it were endeavoured, and 
would be foolish, if it were possible."^ The charm 
of such associations is indeed extensively felt; and 
perhaps no lover of literature could visit; without 
receiving some beneficial impulse, the Tour de Saiitt 
Lmtis at Montbar — the favorite study of Buffon. 
It is therefore desirable to ascertain its exact site ; 
C'j l\ t-ci'r^ and it o bBOual i comes within my jurisdiction to cor^ 
Ti;7l ftH im;tt''"' irhr Traal^i minlrnri 

The lamented Cuvier, who was a warm admirer of 
Buffon,'* and is one of his best biographers,* describes 
as the most curious of the contemporaneous accounts 

.' C.L.,i,59. ' Journejto the Western Islands, 1775. 8vo. 
p. 346. ' Mrs. R. Lee, Memoirs of Boron Cuvier, 1833. 8vo. 
p. IS. * Biog. Univ., *i. 334-43- 
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of him the Vm.U d Bvffdn of M. H^rault de Se- 

chelles.'' To that Darrative I shall have recourse for 

an elucidation of the point at issue ; and as perpetual — — — — 

criticism, unless imperatively demanded for the sake Ct^ t u^'^ 

of literature, is as repugnant to my feelings as- it ^ > y ^^ . 

would be irksome to the reader^ I shall intermix * */ . '->^ 

portion of anecdote and description. >^ 

M. de S^chelles, a young avocat ibi roi of &mily ^" 

and fortune,* visited- M. le Comte de Buffon at Mont- ''a ^ 

bar in 1785,^ He- had recently complimented that 

eminent writer ae the Interpr^te de la Natuee ; . : _ •-,-. 

and was very graciously received,* Buffon was then /'?/,'<"" 

in his seventy-eighth year ; but his appearance was / 

that of a man of sixty, and his literary ardour was y/'.-[ .-^ ■ -■ 

unabated.9 His favorite topics of conversation were 

natural history— composition — and hinuelf.^" I omit 

the effusions of his vanity, to introduce some morceaux 

choisis of more importance to students. 

Newton ascribed bis discoveries to " industry and 
patient thought."^* Buffon said " Le genie n'est 
qu'une plus grande aptitude a la patience."'* He 
was no doubt sincere in this very consolatory opinion; 
for he meditated much before he took up the pen — 
revised and altered with unexampled perseverance 
what he had composed — and bestowed on it such re- 
potted jteraeaia, that he had all hit loritinffB by heart!" , 
He seems to have advised an exclusive attention to 

' Visite i Buffon, 178B. In-8.=Voyi^ i Moiitbar. Paris, 
An ix> Id-8. * Beugnol, Biog. Univ., xx. 322. ' Voyage 

it MoDtbar, p. 1. ' Ibid. pp. 3, 6. ' Ibid. pp. 6, IT, etc. 
" Ibid. pp. 23, 4B. " Hist, of Grantham, 1806- 4lo. p. 1T3. 
" V. & M, p. 15, '• Ibid. pp. 20, 18, 46. 
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the capital works in each class of literature." Such 
'■, . '/ advice, however, should not be received without cau- 

."' J > tion — for secondary works frequently afford import- 
■ .: i>wy \fjax facts, and capital works sometimes exhibit as- 
A Nit (Jnunding fictions. He considered precision of ideas, 

V -litZi^ *'**' *^^ correspondence, as the most valuable pro^ 
, ^ perties of composition; and declared himself to be 

I ' ' ' ^ /•" still a learner in that exalted art" His studies were 
I * ' zL- his greatest pleasure, and occupied the chief portion 

y of his time. To some person who expressed sur- 

prise at bis celebrity, he made this memorable reply, 

" J'aI PASSfi CINQUANTE ANB A MON BUREAU."^" 

.- The residence of M. de Bufibn was no ckdteau; 
but it contained twelve rooms, was in excellent order, 
and very well furnished. The garden was planted 
with pines, plane-trees, sycamores, etc. flowers being 
intermixed. It was very steep, and had thirteen 
irregular terraces. There had formerly been a pit in 
which were kept lions and bears ; and some extensive 
aviaries still remuned." 
^"^ I proceed to describe his favorite cabinety as it 
appeared to M. de S6chelles when he first viewed 
it. — The entrance was by green folding doors, within 
^^f^ which was a screen on each side. The room was 
' paved with tiles, wainscotted, and hung with prints 
of the birds and some quadrupeds belonging to the 
Hittoire NatvreUe. The only furniture was a couch, 
some old chairs covered with black leather, a table 
on which were some manuscripts, and a small black- 
looking table. His writing-desk, a coarse piece of 

" V. a M , p. 52. » Ibid. pp. 25, 47, 2*. " Ibid. pp. 
14, 44. " Ibid. pp. 4, 10, 11. 
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chestnut-tree furniture, stood near the fire-place. It 
was open ; but there waa nothing to he Been except 
the manuecript on which he was then engaged, the 
TraiU tur VAimarU. Hie pen lay hy the side of it ; 
and ahove the desk was a cap of grey silk which he was 
accustomed to wear. Before it was his arm-chair, 
an old aShxr in bad state, on which had been care- 
lessly thrown a red morning gown with white stripes. 
Opposite t^e seat, on the wall, was an engraved por- 
trut of Newton. — I shall add to this curious picture 
the emphatic words of M. de S^chelles : " LA 
Buffon a passe la plui ffrande et la plus balU portion 
de m vie. lA ont iti enfiaUes presque tout ses im- 
vrages" ^* 

This favorite cabinet was in the Tow de S. Louis, 
at the distance of presque tm demi-quart de lieue, or 
about five hundred English yards, from the mansion 
of Bufibn — and situated " d Vextrhniti de ses jar- 
dins." ^^ 

The precise situation of the Tour de S. Louis may 
seem perhaps, after all, a very unimportant question. 
Facts, however, are never unimportant: they are 
the parents of inferences — the parents of the whole 
circle of science. From the statement of lyisraeli 
we should conclude that Bufibn chose the old tower 
as his study for the convenience of a retreshing walk 
on every wde. The inference would be erroneous. 
The Tour de S. Louis was, as I have had occasion to 
remark, about five hundred yards from the house. 
Now, Bufibn was very methodical ; and chose to pur- 

" Ibid. pp. 13, 14. " Ibid. p. 17. 
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sue his Btudifls at that distance, not merely to arokl 
intrusion — but. Bays M. de S^chelles, "parce qt^U 
aime d »^>arer tet travaux de set affairei."*° To com- 
prehend the force of these worda, we must remember 
J ' : \ ^^ Buffon was a man of bumnesB as well aa a man 
' ^ ' ,' of letters : his iron-works sometimes occuj^ed four 
^^>«**^ hundred pairs of banda.^* 

■y J,,\ I have no inclination to censure lyisraeli for 
r^i: i^i '■'' the slight inaccuracy contained in the above text; 
but have chosen to illustxate it, because it exempli- 
fies the connexion between facts and inferences — 
and may have ita utility as a short and easy lesson 
for some of the numerous artificers of books who 
are now carrying on their operations. Such were 
the reasons which led me to transfer it from the 
Cuno^tittf of Sftrratiut. 

•»• Patience under criticism is not one of the con- 
sfHcuous virtues of authors ; but it must be admitted, 
in their defence, that criticism is sometimes insidi- 
ously and rashly exercised. When administered by 
an accredited Professor, and in just proportions — 
neither over-sharply, nor in^itesimaRy — it should be 
submitted to with the best pos^ble grace. Now, I 
muntain that Mr. I^Israeli, in this particular, is 
utterly graceless. 
— ■ «. When I have treated him sarcastically — for he is 

/ .',■/. no^ o^y sarcastic in himself, but ih« cause that sarcasm 
M in others — his excitement overflows in the " style of 

■ -'■■ ' "^ 'the fish-market." When circumstances have permitted 

'j-^^P, -f-' »• V.4M.,p.l8. •'Ibid.p.29. 
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me to express myself with my habitual moderation, 
he returns it with sarcasm. Thus, he calls the arti- 
cle on the Bayeux Tapestry, a meek dissertation ; and 
he says of the above article, in which I pass no cen- 
sure on him, that I am evidendy ashamed of it! 7/ jJ \ , 

Art. XXVI. — The romance of modern his- ^' ' ,- 
tory — last words of the Due d'Enghien. ^Ai- n '■* 

" Al the murder of the Duke d'Engkien, Ae royal yl^ f ( (, 
victim, lookiaff at tie uddiers, who had pointed their fusees, ^ ' '' > 

laid, ' Grenadiers ! lower your arms, otherwise you will ' ■'■ ' 
miss, or oniy wound me !' To two of them\Bho prcposed (J^h-I .'■ . , •, 
to tie a handkerchief over his eyes, he said, ' A loyal 
soldier who has been so often exposed to^fire and sword, can 
see the approach of deoA with naked eyes, and tetikout 
fear.' " — I. D'Ishaeli.> 

" I was just going to ask you," said Spence in 
conversation with Pope, " a very foohsh question, 
' What should we read for ? For ? why, to know 
facts;"* — I readily forgive Spence for asking this 
very foolish question, since it led him to place on re- 
cord a very judicious answer ; an answer which, if it 
had due influence on writers and readers, would pro- 
duce an immeasurable improvement in the state of 
our literature. 
On the first glance at the extract relative to the 



D,;..>.-...,Got)^le 



fe. 



20a CURIOSITIES OP IITBRATORB 

Due d'Enghien, I pronounced it to be a JUtiim. 
Entertaining decided notions u to the value of focts, 
notionB perhaps similar to those which dictated the 
above-recorded answer, I made some exclamation 
not very complimentary to lyieraeli, and marked the 
extract for Illustration. 

I did not feel confident that I should be able to 
trace it to its source ; but, with access to one of the 
■^ - richest libraries in the world, where every desirable 

&cility is afforded to the researches of the studious, 
there seemed a chance of success. The search scarce- 
ly occupied ten minutes. 'Hie curiosity of literature 
proved to be a mere transcript from the Aimuat Re^ 
gitter ; ' but lyisraeli, who loves to attempt emenda- 
dons, transposes the paragn^ha of which it con^sL. 
and so adds to fiction — absurdity. i>y A^iy jSUe^ 

No authentic account of the arrest and execution ^^^ 
of the Due d'Enghien could be expected while France Ay/C' I 
remained under the domination of Napoleon. In / 
1814 M. le Comte de Urmas-F^ri^ published a 
well-written biographical sketch of the unfortunate 
prince.* He admits, " lea demiers mots qt^on lui 
prite lioni pas assez d^authenticite pour que rums leg 
comacrioTu icL" In 1815 M. le Baron de Marguerite 
tuded by various communications, wrote a more dr- 
cumstantial account of his life.' M. Mtchaud, in a 
letter which I owe to hie courtesy, dated Pmis, le 1" 
anU Aoutl 1815, describes the notice of M. de Marguerit 

*- ' A. R. for 1604, p. 160. * Notice historique sur L.-A.-H. 

de Bourbon -Cond£, due d'Enghien, eic. A Paris, Michaud 
frtreg, 1814. lo-S. + Baitiier, Diet, des ouvrages anonymes, 
18sa-7. No. •23027. • Biog. Univ., xiii. 14&-57. 
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as very complete and accurate, " parcetp/leUe a 4ti 
fmtmie en graade jxtTiie par det persomut attachSet au 
prince." To M. de Marguerit I shall therefore ap- 
peal for the last words of the Due d^Enghien. I have 
read with attention two important pamphlets of later 
date:* they do not impeach the accuracy of what I 
am about to transcrihe :— 

" On quilte la salle du con$«il, I'on descend dans le foss* par 
un esciliei ^troit, obscut el tortueux. Le prince se retounii! 
vers I'officier, [qui aT&it 6t^ iXewk dans la maisoo de Cond^] et 
lui dit : ' £irt-ce que Von wut me pitmgtr lout vivartt dam un 
cachot? Suii-je datijii i perir thru lei oublieltet ? — Non, mon- 
seigneur, lui r£potid-il en sai^lotlant, soyez Ininquille.' On coa- 
tinue de marcher, et Ton arrive au lieu du massacre. Lejeune 
prince voit tout cet appareil et a'^crie ; ' AJi 1 grSce au del, je 
mourTBi de la nort (fan toldat.' • • • Murat et I'un des aides-de- 
camp de Buonaparte ftaienl pr^ienls ^ rex^cutioD. En allant & 
la morl, le due d'Enghiea d^ira qu'on remit i. la princesse de 
Rohan, une tresse de cheveui, iiue lettre et un anneau. Un aol- 
dat s'en £tait charg£ ; 1 'aide-de-camp s'en aperpoit, les saislt en 
a'^criant : ■ Peraonne ne doit faire ici les commissions d'un 
IraJtre.' Au moment d'etre frapp^, le due d'Engbicn, debout, et 
de I'air le plus inti6pide, dit aux fcendarmes ; ' AUmu, ma amu. 
— Tu u*as point d'amis ici,' dit une *oix insolente et Kroce : 
c'^it celle de Murat. II fiit ft I'instant fusill^ daus la pattie 
orienlale des fon^s du chftteau, k renli£e d'un petit jardin," 

After transcrihing the ahoye melancholy narra- 
tive, I am in no dispositioa to conclude in the style 
of the preceding articles; and shall therefore leave 

' 1. Pieces Judiciaires el historiques relatives au proces du. 
due d'Enghien [pu M. Dupln ain^]. Paris, BaudoDJn frferes, 
1823. In-8. — 3. Extrait des M^moires de M. le due de Rovigo, 
concernant la catastrophe de M. le due d'Enghien. A Paris, 
C. GosseUn, etc. 1S33. Ii>-8. 
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the reader to shape his own infereaces as to the 
extent of information, the ideas of historical tes- 
timony, and the evidences of a love of truth, 
which are discoverable in the compiler of the 
Itmiaiititt of Xitnotnit. 

*,* The comment on tins article is chiefly re- 
markable as afibrding the materials of two new 
canons of historical criticism — which, for the benefit 
of students, I rfiall draw out in form : — 

Canon I. An account mri whaVy mconnxtent with 
the best authority, is a sufficient awthorify. 

Canon IL When a subject is mentioned inddetU- 
aUy, it is not necessary to aim at accuracy. 

These canons should be fixed in the memories of all 
those who propose to read the lively mixeUany, or 
other lively works of the historian of Jiimrfiams, 
quarreU, calamities, etc. 



Art. XXVII, — An immaculate edition — Os 
Lusiadas de Camoes, por Dom Joz^ Maria de 
Souza-Botelho. 

" Whether such a miracle as an immaculate edititm o/'a 
clattieal author does exist, I have never learnt; but an at- 
tempt has been made to obtain this ffloriovs tii^ularity — 
and teas as nearly realised as is perhaps possible in the 
magnificent edition of As [««;] Lusiadas if Camoens, by 
Dom Joxe Souza, in 1817." — I. D'Israeli. ^ 

' C. L., i. 117. 
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lyieraeli, in exlribiting hie pretenaons as a cul- 
tivator of literary histoiy, hazards the expreBsion 
barren bibliography,^ Now, it is scarcely possible to 
take a safe step in literary history, or in editorship, 
without the aid of this barren bibliography ! I could 
^te in proof numerous instances ; but one may suffice 
— the immaculate edition of Os Lvsiadas. 

The volume is entitled, Ot Lunadat, pomn epUo de 
Lvit de Camoet. Xova edifOo correcia, e dada 6 Ita, por Dom 
Toxe Maria de Souxa-Boteifio, Morgado de Miitteia, Socio da 
Academia Real dot Sdeaciat de Litboa. Paris, na qfficina lifpo- 
graphica de Firmin Didot, 1817. Folio. PocUait of Carnoens, 
and elereu plates. 

This edition was printed at the expense of M. de 
Souza for private distribution. If we except the 
Marlborough Gems, the Bute Botanical Tables, the 
Worsley Musatm, and the Blundell Statues, it is per- 
haps the most magnificent of that class of books. 
The type, which is of peculiar beauty, was cast for 
the purpose; the paper is of the finest quality; and 
M. Firmin Didot, a true lover of the art, bestowed 
extreme care on the composition and press-work. 
M. Gerard, who contributed the portriut of Camoena, 
undertook the superintendence of the embellish- 
ments; and the gravers of Forster, H. Laurent, F. 
Lignon, Richomme, Toschi, etc, fEUthfuUy exhibited 
the drawings of Desenne and Fragonard. 

The appearance of this volume fixed attention. It 
was reviewed by M. Raynouard with all the richness 
of information, accuracy of taste, and lucidness of 

» AthenEFum, 1835. p. 626. 
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manner, which distinguish his wtidnge;' and a com- 
mittee of members of the Inadtut Ro^al, comprinng 
MM. ViBConti, Guerin, etc, which had been appoint- 
ed to examine it as a worA of art, after ezpresnng 
their admiration at the euccessful efibrts of those 
who contributed to its execution, thus concluded 
their report : — 

" Ce tnyail, <]iie M. d« S«aza a coD«acr£ ft I'honnear dn 
po^te Mb coropauiote, et il I'Bvantage de ta litt£ratare de son 
pays, derient dei aujourdlini, par la communicatioii UUrale qu'il 
ea foil ik loute* lei natioDi du monde cirilis£, un mmuinenf pAu 
glorieux, plia utile et pba durable que ceux mime gae Con peat 
iriger awe le marbre et le brrniK."* 

The noble sentimentB which animated M. de Souza 
in this enterprise, shall be expl^ned in his own 
words ; which I transcribe from the original Ms. 

" A Monseigneur 1'Archev^ue de Cantorbeiy et lea autres 
GardieTit du Mus^e Britanique. 

Monseigneur, Miloids et Messieurs 
Venant de leiminer une edition du Carooes que j'ai soign^ 
avec le sentiment d'amour pom la Patrie, el d'enthousiasme pour 
le Poete qui a si bieo chants les tems de notre gloire, pennettez- 
moi, Monseigneur, Milords el Messieurs, de tous prier de vouloir 
bien me faire rbonneur de faire placer L'exemplaire cy joint dana 

' Journal des Savans, IBIS.pp. 387-9B, The J.desS. was re- 

establislied in 1816; and is an inexhaustible treasury oF inronua- 
lion. It contains above 1400 articles by MM. Abel-Rfmusat, 
Biot, Ch^iy, Cousiu, Daunou, Letronne, Quitremfere de Quincy, 
Raoul-Rochetle, Raynouard, Sikestre de Sacy, etc. MM. F. 
Cuvier, Flonrens, Naudet, Villemain, etc. have lately become 
contributors. The editorial labour of 21 yeara has not abated the 
zeal and activity of M. Daunou. ' Ibid. p. 369. 
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la biblioth^ue du Miu^ Britanique, cet ouvrage ne derant pas 
eire T«ndu. 
J'ai I'honneur d'Sire avec la plus haute CoDsiddratioii 
Monseigaeur, Milords et Mesiieuia 

Votre tres humble et tr^a obeissuit Serviteur 
D. Joseph Marie de Souza." 

I shall now inquire to what extent the views of M. 
de Souza were realised. The first edition of Ot Xu- 
Kodas was printed- at Lisbon by Antonio Gon^alvez 
in 1572. 4to. A second edition was printed in the 
same year, and much resembles it ; but in the former, 
the priviUgio has " em Lisboa, a vinte & quatro dias 
do mes de Setembro, de MDLXXI." — and in the 
latter, " em LJsboa, a. xziiij : de Setembro," etc.^ 
M. de Souza bad before bun two copies of the first 
edition, (one of which had been transmitted to him 
by Lord Holland,)^ but could not obtain a sight of 
the second edition for the purpose of collation.^ He 
therefore adopted the first edition as his standard; 
admitting, however, from the second a few readings 
which had been communicated to him in manu- 
script" 

About the year 1825 a copy of the second edition 
was obtdned for tiie Royal Library at Paris ; ^ and 
the text having been carefully collated with that of 

' Vide Biblintheca Heberiana. Part VI. 1835, Nos. 605 
and 600. I availed myself of this opportunity of comparing the 
two editiona. It ia stated in the catalogue, that the second " qp- 
feart to have been printed at a fae-iimile <^ the Jirtt editioa, and 
prvbahh/ lome year* after it .'" ' Oi Lusiadaa, 1617. Adv. p. 
vi, ' Ibid. Adv. p. iii. ' Ibid. p. 378, ' Brunei, 

Nouvelles Recbetcbes Bibliograpbiques, 1834. I11-8. i. 359. 
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the first by M. Mablin, a man of letters conveTBant 
with the niceties of the Portuguese language, it be- 
came evident that the aeeond edition had been revited 
by Camoeju himaey?" M. M^lin published the re- 
sult of his collation in 1826.^' He records, and criti- 
cally diacuBses, about thirty emendations which are 
contained in the second edition, but were no^ admitted 
into thatof\%\1 ; bo that the yolume which had been 
projected with such rare enthusiasm, which was 
printed with such consummate art, adorned with 
slich exquisite taste, produced at so immense an ex- 
pense, distributed as a model of editorial care, and 
crowned with unlimited applause — fub to possess 
what constitutes the chief excellence of a clasBical 
edition — {euIb to exhibit what it was the especial ob- 
ject of M. de Souza to establish and perpetuate, a 

PURE AND CORRECT TEXT I 

The precipitancy with which M. de Souza adopted 
the conclusion that the second edition of 0« Lusiadeu 
had not been revised by Camoeng is most unaccount- 
able. Father Diogo Barbosa Macbado, the oracle of 
the hterary history of Portugal, stated iu 17d2 that 
the second was a reviBed edition."^ Dom Joa6 Carlos 
Pinto de Sousa also made the same statement in 
1797 ; with the addition that there were then two 
copies in Portugal — one in the Royal Library, and 

" Rajnouard, Jourca.! dea Savans, 1926. p. 523. etc. " Let- 
tre i t'acBd^mie royale des sciences de Lisbonne, sur le texte dea 
Lusiades. Paris, 1836. In-8. pp. 77. » " Foy esia obra 

\0t Ltaiodiia, 1572.] recebida com tal aplaoso do orbe titerario 
que no rnesmo anno se reiraprimio matt correcta." Bibliotheca 
Lusitana, Lisboa, 1741-59. Fol. iit. 74. 
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the other in the library of the Marquis de Angeja." 
This second edition is indeed one of the rarest 
BOOKS IN existence; but, if the public hbraries of 
France could furnish no copy of it, if the two copies 
alluded to had disappeared before 1817, M. de Souza 
could easily have obtained a collation of its text — for 
it is preserved among the treasures of our own 
NATIONAL Museum." Nor was that the sole in- 
stance in which M. de Souza undervalued bibliogra- 
phy. The edition printed at Lisbon in 1609, faith- 
fully represents the revised t«xt of 1572; and is, sajm 
M. Mablin, « sans contredit une des meiUeurefi." i' 
M. de Souza had not teen that edition !^^ — but it is in 
my own small collection. 

I am aware that the encomiastic anecdote was 
chiefly borrowed of an estimable writer ;^t and that the 
counter^evidence contained in the above remarks was 
not at that time accessible. But, why was the anec- 
dote repeated in 1834? Had the lights held out by 
Raynouard and Mablin never penetrated the beechen 
shades of our county of Bucks f I shall not pursue 
the inquiry — having sufficiently commented on this 
portion of the Cmotiiiti of ftittraturt. 

'^,* Is the comment on the above article gmuine 9 
The point might he doubted, for the Honorary Pro- 

'* BibliothMa Historica de Portugal. Usboa, 1797. 8vo. p. 
101. " B. M, Cat. Sto. ii. Art. Camoens. I have minutely 
examined this copy, aided by the Taluabl^ pamphlet of M. 
Mablin. " Leltre, elc. p. 7. '* Os Luaiadas, 1817. Adv. 

p. u. '' Vide }. Adanisoii, Memoirs of Camoeas, 1620. 8vo. 

ii. 371. 
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feBfior escapee without one injurious epithet — but, 
from other circumstances) it appears to have been 
written by Mr. IVlBnieli. 

He is now convinced that barren biblioffrapki/ 
makes a fructiferoua figure in literary history ; and 
it is aoDounced that what he artistically calls bis 
" large picture of tbe history of man," >* is to be 
'* critical, philosophical, and biblioffraphical" '8 To 
explain this mystery, he informs us that " bibliogra- 
phers are a class of men who are always at hand, 
ready at a beck." We may infer Uiat he has received 
some new light touching tbe expediency and utility 
of tbe ctmjitnction of labours. 



Art. XXVIII. — The three apeeies of Dis- 
covery — in part illustrated by I. D'Israeli, 
Esq., D.C.L. and F.S.A. 

" I have discovered" — I. D'Israeli.' 

This short text would invite to ample discusBion; 
but the subject has been incidentally illustrated in 
most of the preceding articles — to which let me add 
a sort of corollary. 

There are three species of discovery ; 1. The dis- 
covery of that which no one else had discovered. 2. 
Tbe discovery of that which no one else can discover. 
3. The discovery of that which every one else has 
discovered. 

" Atbencum, 1S35. p. 626. " Poblishera' Circular, No. I. 
' C. L., pamm. 
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1. The first species of discovery is the choicest 
product of human intellect and curiosity — Beldom ob- 
tained without laborious research, and patient const'* 
deration. It forms the proudest triumph to which 
the votary of science or literature can aspire — and 
every instance of baseless eiaim to it, deserves ex- 
posure; deserves, if advanced unintentiatwUy, to be 
disproved by facts — if insidiouilif, to be held up to 
unsparing censure and contempt This, it has been 
seen, is not an occasion wHch invites me to descant 
on the happy art — nor shall I here enumerate its 
laureate chiefs : their names and symbols appear on 
the adamantine walls of the Temple of Fame I 

2. The second species of discovery is a contribu- 
tion to the diffimon of error. What proof have we 
that the original Ms. of the Code of Justinian was 
discovered at Amalfi?* What proof that Odon bore 
a mace at the battle of Hastings, in order that he 
might not spill bhod, but only break bonet?^ Are 
there testons of Henry VIII. with a head stamped on 
each side ? * Have we evidence to deprive Vasari and 
Ralegh of the honors of authorship ?^ Are we to be- 
lieve that Cervantes composed the most agreeable book 
iu the Spanish language during his captivity in Bar- 
bary T^ Did Philip III. of Spiuu die in the twenty 
fourth year of his age V Is it true that Purchas spent 

his life in traoeUI^ — that Lady Gethin had no am- 
eeption of the claims of virtue ?* — that Newton was led 
to meditate by a smart blow on the head?^" — that Col- 

• Art, i. > Art.ii, • Art. iii. ' Arts. iv. and ix. 

' Art. viii. ' Art. x. ' Aits. xi. and »ii. * Art. xx. 
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Una burnt kis odes before the door of his publUker?^^ 
etc etc — TTie man who corrects one prevalent 
error, or adds one fact to the published mass, is en- 
titled to thanks : the service, trivial in appearance, 
may dispel a host of false inferences, and lead to im- 
portant results. An author -who, through extreme 
ignorance, or the reckless ambition of discovery, con- 
tributes to the diffusion of error — is not so valuable 
a member of society as a village acbooImaBter. 

S. The third species of discovery, with no claim to 
brilliancy, has at least no mischievous tendency ; and 
it sometimes proves a source of amusement. Ex. Gr. 
" Tabie-books of ivory are mHU uted far memoranda." ^^ 
Aristarchus himself could scarcely condemn such in- 
nocent information — or, if disposed to express himself 
in the iraac^k mood, could only condemn it as the 
superfluity of discovery. 

I dismiss this expansive subject — ^which, in truth, 
would almost require a second series of illustrated 
Cwcioiititt of Ettttaturt. 

*,* The new Illustrator very vncerenumiovaly des- 
patches this article, as it stood in the former edition, 
by declaring — it " calls for no remarks from me." I 
have introduced some additional touches ; and hope 
he will now recognise himself — at least in one section. 

Perhaps, however, he would have acted judiciously 
by despatching, with the same eool phrase, the other 
portions of the Curiosities of Literature Illustrated. 

» Art. itiii. " C.L^iii. 41. 
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Art. XXIX. — The science of Literary Eco- 
nomy — " Masterly Imitators." 

" A Trick of following their Leaden 
To eotertain iheir gentle Readers." — S. Bijtleh. 

An experienced person informs us that ** tke 
craft of autltorship hat tnany mysteries."^ This is 
mere tantalization : it becomes wie to be more com- j . 

municative. "7*^-^ O^HC^A^I^ '^^^ht^iii. 

There exists a science which has escaped all our a 

encyclopedists. Occasional traces of it are discorer- 
able in antiquity; but its elaboration has been the 
work of modem times. I have named this hitherto- 
nameless science, and shall now define it. 

Literary Economy embraces the various means a /,' 
by which the producing classes of the community of (A^ - ■ - 
literature — sometimes erroneonsly called aathort — f^^i. 
are enabled to meet the demands of the consuming ^,-; /< r" ' ' 
classes — in common parlance readers — with the low- ij,, ;' 
est amount of capital, and the least possible quantum ^^ .- - 
of the labour of research and composition. fCk 

A general view of the science would occupy more ff{tfi *■'.' ^ 
space than it would be convenient to allot ; and, as .^ i? • ' 
the disclosures involved in it might check the demand _ , Iff'-' 
for the commodities of hterature — a demand which, if / 

no objection attach to the articles on the score of qua- 
lity, it would afford me extreme pleasure to promote 
— I shall now only notice its comparatively obvious 

' C. L., i. 801. 
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iDstrumente, TVanacripiion, Translation, and Coaver- 
tion. 

I must apologize for deviating from one of the 
established rules of literary economy — Id citing the 
authors to whom I am indebted. 

Specimen of Tratiscription. 

Picart. — " The taste of his day, ran wholly in favour of anti- 
quity ; ' Ho modem masters were worth looking at,' Picart, 
piqued at auch prejudice, etched several pieces in imitation of 
ancient masters ; . . . These prints were rauch admired, as tbe 
works of Guide, Rembrandt, and others. Having had bis joke, 
be published them under the title of Impotturei iimoceata." — W. 
Gilpin, MA.' 

" Picatt bad long been vexed at the taste of his day, which ran 
wholly in favour of antiquity, and no one would look at, much 
less admire, a modern master. He published a pretended colleC' 
tion, or a set of prints, from the designs of the great painters ; in 
which he imitnted the etchings and engravings of the various 
masters, and much were these prints admired as the worits of 
Guido, Rembrandt, and others. Having had his joke, Ihey were 
published under the title of Impotteurt Itmocem." — I. D'ls- 

Transcribers sontetimeB improre on their exem- 
plars. GilpiB very gravely informs us that Picart was 
piqued: IVlBraeli rejects this alliteration — but admits 
that he was vexed. Gilpin writes In^atturea irmocentes 
= innocent impositions : lyisraeli writ^ Impostews 
innocens = innocent impostors. Admire, ye lovers of 
rhetoric, the pereoni&cation I 

■ Essay on Prints, 1781. 8?o. p. 110. +1792. Svo. p. 77. 
' C.L.,ii. 13. 
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Second Bpecimen of Transcription. 

" Some of his friends had advised him [the Duke of Bucking- 
ham] bow generally hee was hattd in England, and how needfull 
it would bee for his greater safetie to weare Bome coate of maile, 
or some other secret defensive annour ; which the duke slighting, 
saied, ■ ItDeedesnot; ther are noeBomao spirits left."' — Edited 
by J, Nichols, 1783." 

" I dLscovered the following notice of the Duke of Buckingham 
in the unpublished life of Sir Symonds d'Ewes. ' Some of his 
friends bad adiised him how generally he was hated in England, 
and how needful it would be for hia greater safety to wear some 
coat of mail, or some othei secret defensive armour, which the 
duke slighting said, 'It needs uot; there are do Roman spirits 

left.'" 1, D'lSBAELI.' 

Manuscript authorities add to the dignity of com- 
position; hut the perusal of ancient Mss. is rather 
laborious — as Herr von Raumer, or Sir Harris 
Nicolas would testiiy. The most economical method 
is to transcribe &om print, and to cite the transcript 
as a Ms. 

One inconvenience, however, attends this method. 
We cannot cite the authority with the requisite 
minuteness. In the abov^ and in three similar irw 
stances, we have only — Hart Ms. 646.^ 

Specimen of TVanslatioTt. 
" L'Abb£ de Marolles avoit une si grande d^angeaisou 
d'^criie, qu'il laisoit imprimer Jusqu'^ des Listes & k des Cata- 
k^es de ses amis, *** M. Menage fit mettie sur le Zjrre de la 
Traduction des Epigrammes de Martial par I'Abbfi de Marolles, 
I^ignmma anttre Martial." — M. Cbarpentier, 17 ?' 

' Extracts from the Ms. Journal of Sit Simonds D'Ewes, 1783. 
4to. p. 39. • G. L., JT. 170. • C. L., iv. 121, 124 bis. 

' Catpentariana, Paris, 1724. Iii-12. pp. 42-3. 
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"Thi« AbM [de Marolles} was k mott egregious scribbler; 
and BO tormented with violent fiu of printing, that be even print- 
ed Ii>t« and catalogues of his friends. ■ * * On a book of his ver- 
sions of the Epigranu of Martia], tbia critic [M^u^e] wrote, 
^igrami agiiimt Martial'' — I. D'Isiii.eu.* 

This Bpedmen calla for two remarks. Dryden or 
Pope would have said itch of scribbling — but lyis- 
raeli has fits of refinemeDt. — Did the learned Ma- 
nage write on calf-skin ? I appreheud he employed 
M. U RelieuT to quiz M. I'Abb^. 

Second specimen of Translation. 
" Mignard peignit une Magdeleine but une toile de Rome, & 
Gtnigue alia donnet auBsit5t avis en secret au Chevalier de 
Clairville, qu'il devoit recevoir une Magdeleine dn Guide, qui 
pusoit pour un chef-d'teuTre. I« Chevalier pria Garrlgue de lui 
en faire avoir la preference qn'il promit de paler. Le tableau fut 
vendu deax mille livres." — M. I'Abb^ oe Monville, 1730.' 

" This great artist [Pierre Mignard] painted a Magdalen on a 
canvass fabricated at Rome. A broker, in concert with Mi- 
gnard, vent to the Chevalier de Clairville, and told. him as 
a secret (bat he was to receive from Italy a Magdalen of Guido, 
and his masterpiece. The cbevalier caught the bait, be^ed the 
preference, and purchued the picture at a very high price." — 

I. DTSRAEI.I.'* 

This translation occurs in the article Mostly Imi- 
tators — but it ia not a masterly imitation. Why was 
the name of M. Garrigue omitted ? He was a dealer 
tn curiosities ! Why are the words deux mille livres 
translated by a very high price f This leaves too 
much to fancy. 

' C. L., ii. 147. * Viede P. Mignard, Paris, 1730. In-12. 
p. 90. '• C. L.,ii. 11, 
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Specimen of Conversion. 
" M. Pruuii, Chanoine rtgulier de Chancelade en P^rigord, 
pareouroit cetie Province pour faire des rechercbes relative* 
a une Histoire du PSrigard qu'il avoit entreprijie. II arrive fk 
■'Bijcien Ch^leau de Montaigne, p09s£d^ par M. le ComU de 
Sigur de la Roquelte, pour en visiter lea uchires, s'il s'y en 
trouvoit. On lui montre uo ifienx coSfre qui renfermoit de« 
papiers condamii^ depuis long-lems h I'oubU; on lui permet 
d'y rouiller. II d^couvre le Manuscrit original des Vo^aga de 
Montaigne, I'unique probablemeDt qui existe." — M. de Quee- 

" A prebendary of Perigord, travelling through this province 
to make researches relative to Us history, arrived at the ancient 
chateau of Montaigne, iji possession of a desceudaut of this great 
man. He .inquired for the archives, if tbere had been any. He 
was shown an old worm-ealen coffer, which had long held papers 
untouched by the incurious generations of Montaigne, Stifled in 
clouds of d,ust, he drew out the original raanoscripl of the Travels 
of Montaigne,"— I. D'Israeli," 

When the cost of an edifice threatens to exceed tiie 
estimate, the projector looks about for cheap mate- 
rials ; and converts them, with more or less skill, to 
the purposes required. It is precisely the same in 
literature. D'Israeli converts the materials which he 
obtained of M. de Querlon into a curiosity. 

We will examine his performance. — Why is the 
name of M. Prunis omitted ? He was a discoverer of 
the true class. Why is his Itterary project concealed ? 
It evidently led to his success. And why is he eject- 
ed from the Abbey of Chancellade ? Is he made a 
Prebendary of Perigord by way of compensation? 
The office was a nonentity I lliere were indeed 

" Journal du Voyage de Michel de Montaigne en Italie, etc. 
Paris, 1774. Id-4. Disc, prelim, p. ii. ** C, L., i, 33, 
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tliirty-four Canons of Pirigtteux. On what authori^ 
is it stud that the chest was werm-eaten, and that M. 
Prunia was stifled in clouds of dust ? These are curi- 
ous speomens of embellishment ! 

Now, suppose that A. should convert the narrative 
of DTsraeli ; and that B. should convert the narrative 
of A. Would a shadow of die truth remain ? 

I have freely availed myself of ti^mcription on tins 
occasion ; and shall close with a specimen of conver- 
sion, from the learned author of Hermes. 

And so muck for Transcription, and so much for 
Translation, and so much for Conversion. So muck 
likewise as to the suigect of this treatise, Litkbaev 
Economy — for which be all honor pmd to the nomi- 
nal author of the Cwcieiitxei of literature. 

•^* I have discovered a sdence which Bacon 
omitted to register — which has eluded the micro- 
scopic eye of M. Ampi^re ; and I have established 
the claims of Mr. lyisraeli as one of its votaries. 

With what coin does he reward me ? He passes 
over my sagacity and my generosity ; declares that 
the article " calls for no remarks ;" and so— blowing 
at the house of cards which it has cost him such infi- 
nite pains to build — rejects the honor of being con- 
sidered as one of those who — 

" " * ' entertain their gentle readers." 
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Art. XXX. — Hints on Camaraderie Litli- 
raire — with select specimens. 

" Le pro* erbe thfrapeutique Paae-mot la coite etje le patserai 
k tini, est applicable ^ presque toutea les conditions et ^ lous \ea 
*lats ; mais nous le voyons jastifid d'utie manifere incroyable 
dans I'histoire de la r^publique des lettres, surtout ^ certaines 
^poques plus rapproch^es de k notie." — De Molkon. 

We are indebted to M. de Mol6on for one of 
the earliest essays on camaraderie litt&raire.^ It is 
written with con^derable animation; but it wants 
profundity, and the adornment of specimens. 

The term may require explanation. Camaraderie 
LiTT^RAiRE denotes the excessive laudation bestowed 
by one writer on another under the expectation of a , 
prompt repayment in the same coin, and the repay- / 
ment itself. The object of the traffic is, the accumu- 
lation of popularity — which leads to the accumulation 

It is clear, fix>m this definition, that no man in his 
sober senses would lavish the riches of his phrase- 
book on 80 unattractive a subject as the quarrels of 
author* — with so wide and Bowety a field before him, 
as camaraderie littiraire. 

There are two branches of it. 1. Camaraderie lit- 
tiraire en matque, and 2. Camaraderie Utteraire ouverte. 
To the former pert^n anonymous paragraphs insert- 
ed in newspapers, and anonymous articles contributed 

' Eneyclop^i« des Gens dn Monde, It. 553. 
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to reviews — with auto-reviews of both descriptions , 
and to the latter, those paragraphs which bear the 
name of theb respective authors. 

The first branch is almost a tekha imcognita. 
Without some positive enactment — without a retitm 
of the names of all those who have exercised the art 
of preparing ultra-laudatory paragraphs, reviews, etc 
— the subject must rem^n intangible. Perhaps the 
Honorable Member for Kilkenny will make a motion 
for such a retunu In the interim, some idea of the 
anonymous system may be obtained from the five 
volumes of Periodical Criticism by Sir Walter Scott, 
Bart. — allowance being made for its operation in the 
hands of reviewers of inferior stamp. 

The second branch presents no difBculties. The 
materials are abuudanL I offer a selection of speci- 
mens, as a guide to aspirants and collectors. 

" Lord Orford, honourably known under the name of Horace 
Walpole (a name that presenis to the mind, taste, tkacy, and 
learning) has said " etc. — I. D'Ishaeli, 1795.' 

Speculations sometimes faiL Horace Walpole 
died in 1797, without having made a response. He 
could not foresee that D'Israeli would become the 
Horace Walpole of literature^ — and characterise the 
veritable Horace Walpole as one of the Pttcks of lite- 
rature.* 

" The sepulchral monuments of Mr. Gough, form a splendid 
nork of this kind, [illuslratiTe of ancient manners] which has de- 
servedly gained their author the distinguished title of the English 
Montfaucon."— I. D'laRAELi, 1793.' 

» Essay on the Literar}' Character, 1795. 8vo. p. 208. ' Bul- 
irer, England, ii. 49. * C. L., vi. 84. ' Dissertation on 

Anecdotes, 1793. 8vo. p. 7. 
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This was another unfortunate speculation — utifor- 
tuuate for both parties ! Mr. Gough made no re- 
sponse. He died in 1809 ; and in 1823 the aforesaid 
lyisraeli chose to denounce our English Montfaucon 
Oi a man rarely over-kind to any one—as a light-Jinger- 
ed aittiquary — as a purloiner of relics of royalty ! ^ 

These specimens, it must be admitted, are not 
very attractive; and, indeed, are rather offered by 
way of cautiou than of guidance. Our prospect now 
becomes more eshilarating. 

" See also some very curioas matter further conRrming tbii 
disputed point, in Mr. D'Israeli's Quarrels of Authors : a woric 

replete with interesting anecdote, selected and arranged with infi- 
nite taste.';— S. W. Singer, 1820J 

" We have been taught to enjoy the two ages of Genius and of 
Taste. The literary public are deeply indebted to the editorial 
care, the taste, and the enthusiasm of Mr. Singer, for exquisite re- 
prints of some valuable wriiers."- — I. D'Isbaeli, 1833,' \ 

The due observance of proportion, and thesdeli- 
cacy with which the infinite and the exquisite are 
balanced, render this a choice pair of spedmens. 
The most fastidious collector might give it a place in 
his scr&p-book. 

" Mr. D'lsraeli, the modem ■ Ind^ator iovictissimus ' of 
every thing that is cvmovs and interesting, and precious, re- 
lating to our history and literature,"— T.F.DiBDiN, 1824 » 

" I ducover many Hundred new things in it, [The Library 
Companion] and your skilful reference to existing objects . . . ia 
moat happy and peculiar. * * * I shall often be looking you over, 

' C. L., vi. 108-9. ' Anecdotes, etc. by the Rev. J. Spence, 
] 820. 8vo. p. 144. ' C. L., vi. 370. » Library Companion, 
1834. 8vo. p. 201. 
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Bud I have DO doubt I shall be ab)e to suppl; som 
corrigenda tot a fulure edition." — I. D'Israeli, 1834." 

The Rev. Dr. Dibdin, whose trorke richly deserve 
iBtairation, a the laudator general of men of letters — 
his critics excepted. He has performed the duties of 
his office with considerable Tivaraty — but, on this oe- 
casioQ, without sufficient inquiry into the laudability 
of his object The answer is characteristic of its 
author — a perfect curiosity. 

" Memoirs of the Embassy of the Marshal de BaasoinpieiTe to 
the Court of England in 16S6. Tranilated with Notes. 8vo. 1819. 
I recollect no volume of the size in our historical literature bo de- 
sirable for the general reader as the present Its varied iufonna- 
tioQ is perpetually enlivened by a searching spirit, which strikes 
at the results of historical evidence, deducing inferences, and de- 
tecting nice discritainations, such as a mind practised in tiie 
business of life, and drawing from its owii experience, could 
alone discover, and which prove that the writer has been con- 
versant with courts more modem than those of the historical an- 
tiquary. The writer, or the Editor, as in the coyness, or the pride 
of his talents, he styles himself, is John Wilton Croker, Eiguire, 
M.P. Secretary of tlie Admiralty ; a gentleman in office, who has 
had the rare merit of occupying his leisure by literature." — 
I. lyiSKAELI, 1828." 

" To Mr. D'Israeli's love and knowledge of literary hisloiy, 
and to his friendly assistance, the editor is very much indebted;" 
— J. W. CaoKES, 1831." 

The royal taluU fired off by lyisraeli must have 
been a severe trial to the feelings of Mr. Croker, It 
was more than the regulationt prescribed ; and he 

" Beminiscence*, by the Rev. T. F. Dibdin, 1836. Bvo. pp. 
731-2. " Commentaries on Charles I. 1828. 8»o. i. 131. 

" Boswell'a Johnson, 1831. Svo. Preface, p. xnxx. 
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auswered it, after an interval, with extreme economy 
of ammunition. 

" Mr. D'liiasti, from whose works the best-informed reader . 
may lean) much, and who Ja the tecaper of hia mitings a3 well as 
in the research nhich tbey display, may be a useful model for 
succeeding authors, calls Bunyan ' the Spenser of the people.' " — 

KOHEKT SOUTHBY, 1830." 

Vive muchos aQos, escelentjsimo Sefior — and con- 
tinue to produce works which will attain longevity. 
Continue also to praise, where pruse is due ; but, 
when you deliver Ms. te Caxten — remember the in- 
fluence of your name. 

" One writer I must single from the rest — I speak of yourself 
. . . the Horace Walfiole of literature ... the most elegant 
gossip upon the learned letters . . . you who have studied the 
literary character so deeply . . . have portrayed so well the 
calamllia of aulhon ... all the perseverance of the antiqua- 
rian, and all the enthusiasm of the scholar ... by examination 
you re-create . . . drawing new views and bold deductions 
... the most novel deductions ... the most graceful truths 
... a deep and tender vein of .aenlimcnt . , . moat touching 
conceptioD of character . . . your charming lucubrations . . . 
those classical and most charming essays . . . every part is 
adorned . . . every page diaplaya a beauty and none an impertj- 
nence . . . specimens of a great whole - .. to fill no inconsi- 
derable vacuum in English literature ... to add a permanent 
gloiy to the letters of your couplry "... etc. — E. L. Bdlweb 
to I. D' Israeli." 

The judicious and modest Bulwer asserts that we 
have not even secondary names in History. Our 
Ttuners, our Lingards, our Hallams, our Souther's, 
our Tytlers, are beneath his notice ! But, what an 
irradiation of panegyric on lyisraeli — and what bright 

" Pilgrim's Progress. 1830. Bvo. Life of B, p. xcvi. " Eug- 
land. Book the fourth, ^artim. 
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beams of reflection may we not anticipate from a cer- 
tain kUtory of OUT vemaeular literature ! 

Id despur of being able to discover a choicer spe- 
cimen, I sball coDclude. It may be sufficient to 
state, for the information of those collectors who love 
method, that the results of their researches may be 
classed as speatlative or re^Mmsive — prompt or tardi/ — 
proportionate or disproportionate — etc 

Perhaps it would be prudent to withhold this 
fragment of an airdcle on camaraderie Utteraire — as 
it may tend to deprive me of the benefit of the ad. 
But, I owe it to the chair in which I have the honor 
to sit ; and, besides, it arose out of the perusal of the 
CvriatitiH of iritreaturt. 

•,• This article, says Mr. lyisiaeli, « calls for no 
remarks from me;" but I cannot take leave of my 
fellow-traveller on the higkwayt andby^^ways o/^litera- 
ture with the same abruptness. 

Authors do not always perceive the real tendency 
of their genius. — Mr. D'lsraeli declares, with refer- 
ence to the fiual and most elaborate article in the 
Curiosities of Literature, that the feelings of Oldys 
" echoed in bis own bosom." No two men of letters 
could be more unlike 1 Oldys was a faithful and 
assiduous searcher after truth — but no artist in com- 
position : Mr. lyisraeU very frequently sports with 
facts — but, in his sereTte moments, is a clever phrase- 
maker. Oldys constantly cited his authorities - and 
was perfectly unobtrusive : Mr. D'lsraeli unfidrly 
conc^ls his authorities — and is perpetually exhibits 
ing himself in distortions, in misapplied sarcasm, and 
in witticism. 
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On no occasion have we better reason to expect a 
display of skill, than in this species of war&re. Mr. 
IVIsraeli, it is evident^ is proud of the success of his 
former encounters. He has now overshot the mark, 
and left himself defenceless. 

He has set bis seal to my estimate of his charac- 
t«r ; and has more than justified the tone of my criti- 
cisms. He has cast away his tact, his taste, and big 
temper — in order to ataert the dignity of his atatimi ."* 



And 80 concludes the series of articles. I have 
endeavoured to unite interest of subject with the 
charm of variety, and to avoid those inferior anec- 
dotes which lyisraeli so pointedly calls the very 
Jarthinff piecet ofhistory ! I could not unde^ke the 
interminable toil of a complete survey of the Curiosi- 
ties of Literature ; but I profess to sketch the general 
course and character of the stream — and to convey 
some notion of its readies, of its windings, of its slud- 
hws, and of '•AzfaSa. Objects out of number present- 
ed themselves to notice; and, even on the limited 
plan adopted, I have sometimes feared that — 
" I more voluminous should grow 
Than Holinshed or Stow." 

I now crave attention to a serious episode. Cri- 
ticism is an ungracious task ; and, on other accounts, 
one of the least attractive branches of authorship. It 
is an ungracious task ; because the motives to it are 
often misinterpret«d — especially by those who take 

" i.r.,p.i. 

l5 
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DO real intereet in the state of literature. It wants 
the predominaDt attmcUon of authorship ; for works 
of occasional critidsm, however executed, soon pass 
into c<Hnparative oblivion. 

But criticism requires no advocacy. To Liteba- 
TUBB'we diiefly owe the formation of the national 
character ; which in turn it faithfully reflects. It is 
the imperishable medal which transmits our features 
to the compatriot <rf every class — to the most distant 
climes — to the generations of futurity. It is the 
choicest species of national property ,- and whatever 
tends to preserve it from deterioration merits ap- 
plause. Such is the object of criticism; and I am 
persuaded it would soon acquire dignity, if the pubhc 
would cease to tolerate the deception and imperti- 
nence of the invisible piece-workers of the craft;. 

Criticism, properly exercised, is no' other than the 
vindication of truth; but, however incontrovertible 
its importance, there is scope for variety of opinion 
on the mode of its application. Should its dictates 
be enforced by stem reprehension ? Should they be 
clothed in such holiday and lady terms as scarcely 
imply censure? Is it allowable to introduce irony 
and sarcasm ? The medicine, I conceive, should be 
suited to the nature of the complaint, and to the 
idiosyncrasy of the patient 

If truth seems to have presided — if we discover 
proofe of that care which the pubUc claims — the 
faults arising &om defective education, from the ab- 
sence of experience, from the unobvious nature of the 
requisite authorities, or from the occasional urgency 
of despatch, should be pointed out with urbanity; 
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and the share of commendatioD which jusdce aod 
candour demand, should he freel; hestowed. 

If an author has united the benefits of a careM 
education, of travel in foreign, countries, .of iatercourse 
with men of letters, of access to the best deposito- 
ries of books, of more than competency and of an 
extended life of leisure, we may be allowed to raise 
our expectations; and to express our dis^point- ^ 
ment, should serious disappointment ensue, without 
peculiar reserve. If such an author, aasertiDg a pure 
love of literature, solicits the patronage of the public 
— and returns it with the perversion of truth, with 
the most impudent pretences of discovery, with the 
most absurd errors, with perhaps the most extraordi- 
nary examples of the concentration of error which 
the wide field of error affords ; if such an author, 
elated by the praise of those whose priuse should 
stimulate to excellence, and by the imitative shouts 
of the periodicals, presumes to cast hie censures and 
his ridicule on eotne of the most valuable writers which 
the nation claims ; presumes to set criticism at defi- 
ance, to declare that 'Upraise canrtnt any hmger extend 
his celebrity," and that *' ceyumre cannot, condemn what 
has won the reward of public Javota" — it can require no 
apology if a lover of truth and literature endeavours, 
by the most forcible means which he commands, to 
convince the pubhc to what extent its confidence and 
its favors have been abused — if he endeavours to re- 
cover the author himself from that inebriated state 
which the fumes of excessive praise have produced — 
and to prevail on him to exercise those abilities 
which he unquestionably possesses, in a manner more 
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coDducive to public utility and his own permanent re- 
putation. 

Sucb were the conBiderations which led to the 
compositiDD of this volume. The history of it is 
correctly stated in the exordium, with the exception 
of what is obviously fictitious; one circumstance only 
requiring to be added. It was intended to be a mere 
* squib — a hint to more competent critics — to which 
design its fanciful fonn seemed appropriate ; but^ 
before I could make much progress iu it, the public 

/voice had directed me to Eftffland and the Engligh, bjf 
Edward Lytton Btdwer, Esq., M.P. — a work which, 
in spite of its occaMonal extravagances, has been read 
by thousands at home, and will often be appealed 
to abroad. I bore in remembrance that Milton, at 

^Jio auspidous period, had described our nation as 

" not beneath the reach of any point, the highest thai 

human capacity can soar to f and could not but feel 

astonished at an attempt to estimate the intellectual 

: spirit of the time in the shape of an act of homage to 

. DTBraeU. This astonishment increased when I 
found him placed at the head of our miscellaneous 
writers — the vocabulary of eulogy almost exhausted 
in his favor — and a conspicuous station allotted to the 
Curiosities of Literature I The critical project forth- 
with assumed an importance which I had not before 
attached to it. I felt the necessity of exertion, the 
expediency of elaboration ; and 1 conceived that by 
extending it, without altering its form, it might also 
serve as an exposition of the arts of the popular 
■>— cL/gcE — as a picture of the wbite-with-ease school 

/ OF LITERATURE, The whot ^hool of literature ? ex- 
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claims Bulwer. The phrase, it must be admitted, 
requires explanation; and with such explanation I 
shall conclude this episode. 

The continental critics make perpetual allusions 
to the classical and romantic schools of literature. 
We have two similar schools of literature in England 
— the classical school, and the write-with-ease school. « 

An author of the classical school aims at perfection. 
He values Aristotle and Quinctilian, because their 
precepts seem to rest on the eternal basis of reason 
and propriety. He admures the choicest works of 
antiquity, because they exemplify his ideas of excel- 
lence. When he undertakes to communicate infor- 
mation or amusement, he weighs the tendency of his 
project — matures the plan — and distributes in due 
proportion its subordinate parts. He appears before 
the public in his best attire. Is the object of his 
work matter of fact ? He is convinced that there is 
nothing more beautiful than truth ; and be spares no 
pains to atttun it — suffers no prejudice to induce him 
to conceal it. Is it fiction ? If he cannot reach its 
happier flights, he at least makes it subservient to 
the improvement of morals and taste. He feels that 
bis native language has its pecuUar character, and he 
respects it. He may not have been endowed with 
the richer gifts of nature; but he exerts himself to 
raise the public taste to that standard of excellence 
which studious reflection has led him to form. He 
considers quality as the test of authorship — as the 
only substantial claim to htcrary distinction. 

An author of the write-with-ease school chiefly aims 
at popularity. He rejects the established rules of 
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art, and die models of antiquity, as incompetent 
guides in this age of exquisite intellectuality — as 
trammels wfaich would rather spoil than improve his 
natural gait The defects in the master-pieces of 
romantic literature he converts into precedents. 
When he projects a new work, be studies above all 
things the taste of the public — before whom he ap- 
pears with as much ceremony as an unwatked arti' 
Jicer! Does be undertake matters of fact? Re- 
search is toilsome; and to compare the various 
authoritieB — to adjust their discrepancies — requires 
time. He therefore seeks ease and rapidity of execu- 
tion in implicit confidence — aware, moreover, that 
reviewers are often very dim-sighted. Does he un- 
dertake avowed fiction? It is difficult to reach 
novelty of conception, and he substitutes for it 
novelty of form. He is sufficiently ambitious of 
smartness, and. tricks out his native language with 
the cheap imported trumpery of a bazar. He may 
possess excellent abilities ; but he writes dovm to the 
taste of the public. He considers quantity as the 
test of authorship — as the principal claim to literary 
distinction. 

I do not exhibit the portraits of individuals, but a 
picture of the schools. The colouring is after nature; 
but perhaps the lights are too bright — the shadows 
rather too broad and deep. I add therefore, as an 
inscription, the chaste yet glowing sentence of M"'. 
Louise Ozenne : " Ne soyons jam^s assez classiques 
pour r^prouver Shakspeare, assez romantiqiies pour 
reprouver Racine ; mais partout ou nous sentirons se 
reveler le g^nie, que ce soil sous la forme ideale et 
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accomplie du cla&sique ou sous la forme originale et 
TBTi^e du rotnaDtiquQ, prepartms de Fencens et tressons 
des courotmet" 

I resume the chair, and proceed in my accustomed 
strain; in order tbat no invisible critic should have it 
in his power to twit me with — 

" Infelti op«ris summik, quia ponere totum ' 

An author whose work has reached its ninth edi- 
tion, may be eud to wear the chaplet of popularity. 
Dr. Mavor, I am aware, outlived the 250th edition of 
his English Spelling-book, and Mrs. Rundell now ex- 
ults in the 60th of her DoBiestic Cookery ; but, ortho- 
graphy is essential in times of refinement, and cookery 
is studied by all sensible persons as one of the conser- 
vative arts. On the other hand — as the substantial 
productions of literature are now more than ever at- 
tainable, the public would not so readily exchange 
the predous metals for curiosities if it did not place 
confidence in the dealer, and believe them to be 
genuine articles I 

A ninth edition has been taciUy admitted. To 
speak accurately, one sixth portion of the work has 
reached its ninth edition. But even this is more 
than common success ; and it leads me to offer some 
short suggestions on future editions. 

I recommend, in the first instance, an editio expur- 
ffata, or family edition — the superintendence of which 
should be confided to the executors of the late Mr. 
Bowdler. The office would be no sinecure. 

As a successor to the lamtly edition, I propose an 
illustrated edition. To this should be prefixed jIn 
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Inquiry into the Literary Character of I. U Israeli, 
Esq. (towards which I have furniflhed variouB hints) 
and a collection of testimoni\, as is usual in classi- 
cal publications. Some extra copies of the testimo- 
nia might be entitled Specimens of Critical Soffomty ; 
and would form a valuable note-book for juvenile 
. reviewers. The peculiar attention of the editors (for 
no individual could successfully illustrate a work to 
which a host of authors has contributed) would be 
further required; 1. On the citation of authorities. 
2. On the translations. 3. On certain instances of 
metamorphosis, and 4. On typographic economy- 
Master Purcbas, the wnJieard-of traveller, justly 
condemns those writers who omit the citation of 
authorities — " as if their own assertion were sufficient 
authorise in things borrowed." This omission on 
the part of lyisraelt should be supplied. The names 
of Huet, Menage, etc would occupy small space ; and 
abhreviationB might be devised for those of M. Ame- 
lot de la Houssaye, M. de MaziSre Abbe de Mon- 
ville, and M. de Vigneul-Mar\ille alias Dom Bona- 
venture d'Argonne, Chartreux I 

The chief varieties of translation have been com- 
mented on with ability by Lord Woodhouselee ; but 
he omits phonetic translation — in which D'Israeli 
excels. It is an imitation of the sound and colloca- 
tion of words, rather than of the sense. Ex. Gr. 
" The great and admirable Voyages [from Madrid to 
the Escurial etc] of the King Mr. Philip." — " The 
inhabitants were passed on the edge of the sword," — 
" It altered his health," etc ITiis mode of transla- 
tion may eventually assimilate all languages ; but^ to 



„-„.„„,GuL)'.^le 



ILLUSTRATED. Sift 

the loTer of idiomatic purity — the occurrence of it ia 
like die ecreech of an owl in the midst of an tar by 
Grisi or Albertazzi. 

Very curious specimens of metamorphosis occur in 
the liveli/ misceUany — spetumens which might have 
posed Peter Burman himself! Who hfts not heard 
of the learned antiquary M. Le Grand d'Aussy ? 
Who but D'Israeli could metamorphose him into Le 
Grand d'Assoucy ! I apprehend he means D* Aesoucy, 
empereur du burlesque — the pitoyabU auieur of whom 
Bud Boileau : — 

" Et, jusqu'it D'Assoucy, lout irouvadeslecteurs." 

The disposition to provide cheap literature is one of 
the hopeful signs of the times. It prevails with our 
eminent bibliopolists, and suits the public taste ; but 
it requires to he met by expedients. Favorite phrases 
are found in all classes of composition — from the par- 
liamentary speech of Her Most Gracious Majesty to 
the most trivial of critical essays. They save time to 
the composer, but waste that of the compositor. I 
therefore submit, as conducive to economy, that such 
phrases be prepared in stereotype. Ex. Gr. i have 

DISCOVERED I SHALL PRESERVE SECRET HISTORY 

IT IS SAID MS. LETTER OF THE TIMES man of 

ffenius — Jlim'^ms — etc I have also to advise the 
exclusion of the one thousand and one superfluous 
notes of admiration which Master ;fiUt hath foisted 
into the volumes. 

Voltaire observes, " On doit des egards aux vtvatits ; 
on ne doit aux marts que la veritS." I doubt the cor- 
rectness of the maxim ; but, whatever be the pun- 
gency of these illustrations, have avoided all infrac- 
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tioQ of it D'lsTaeli Bhall bear me witness. " I en- 
joy," Bays be, dating from tbe shades — of Braden- 
ham House, " a sort otpostkutmnu reputation." Tlie 
defiaict autbor recMves tbe precise amount of bis 
claim, la vSriti ; and, if I cannot call on him to alter 
one sentaux of what he hat written — I hope to have 
some influence with those who read tor facts — and 
with future editors of tbe Carioiities tf Literature. 

It remains for me to announce tbe immediate 
vacation of tbe chair; and to commit the defence of 
my sayings and doings to other critics, tbeir beirs 
and euccesBors. To my patrons, some explanation 
is due. If I have ever felt ambition, it has been 
the ambition of authorship ; but, a more exact review 
of tiie state and prospects of literature has convinced 
me that not to be an author will booq be tbe chief 
mark of distinction I It has convinced me that this 
once teachable nation is about to be transformed into 
a nation of authors — that her literature will become 
■ deteriorated in proportion to its over-production — 
that the vocation of the critic vrill resemble that of 
the most bumble of parish functionaries — and that bis 
labours will be just as elective in tbe prevention of 
offences ! 
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" To observe the lidiculoos altitudes in wliicti great men ap- 
pear, when they employ the style of the fish-markel, may be one 
great means of restraining that feroeioug pride often breaking out 
in the republic of letters." — I. D'Israeli. 

I FERCKIVE signs of immediate warfare be- 
tween men of facts, and men of ideas — between the 
classical school, and the write-wiih-ease school. Some 
hints on controversy may therefore be no inappro- 
priate addition to thia volume — the author of which 
first sounded the trump of alarm in the field of litera- 
ture. 

A system of tactics, adapted to the occasion, is an 
obvious desideratum ; but it should be baaed on the 
widest experience — and who can calculate the dura- 
tion of the contest? Homer sings a war of ten 
years ; and Schiller records one of thirty years. It 
would be absurd, therefore, to speculate on the cessa- 
tion of hostilities ; and injudicious to defer instruc- 
tion on the score of its future perfectibility. The 
series of ideas now developed, if beneath the dignity 
of the theme, may have some utility as a rudimental 
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ESSAY ; and the d propot of its appearance may atone 
for its defects. 

We are not entirely left to the exercise of our 
inventive faculties. A Veteran of celebrity — a man 
of ideat — has already astounded us by his move- 
ments ; and has evinced his familiaiity with the 
numerous resources of etratagemical science. From 
his practice we deduce our precepts; and thus, as a 
POPULAR author significantly remarks, we enable the 
reader to combine the delight which is derived from 
anecdotes, with the philotophy which is founded on 
examplet. 

Idea I. AUDI ALTERAM PARTEM is an ap- 
proved RULE IN AFFAIRS OF CONTROVERSV; BUT IT 

IS SOMETIMES sLioHTED. — If, therefore, the work of 
your opponent should be inaccessible to the public,* 
let the reply be made accessible.* Let its appear- 
ance be proclaimed in the diumah, in the hebdoma- 
dah, etc — and you may chance to obtain a tempts 
vary triumph. 

Idea II. Remember that " if a title be ob- 
scure, IT RAISES A PREJUDICE AOAINST THE AUTHOR."^ 

— ITie title of your pamphlet should beam with 
brightness. Adopt, for example. The Jllustraior 
Illustrated. You have the authority of a late Profes- 
sor of Criticism for the peculiar application of the 
word illustrated; and of a late Professor of Poetry 

■ Curiosities of Literature UlustTated. Sm. Svo. pp. 160. 
' Tiie lilustntloT Illuslrated. 1636. Bvo. pp. 81. ' Curjosi- 

(ies of Literature. Niulh editioD. li. 60. 
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for the coUocatioD of the triad of words — witnesst 
The Examiner Examined.* If modesty should in- 
duce you to conceal your name — say, By the Author 
of***. 

Idea III. Remember also that " a preface, be- 
ing THE EKTRANCE TO A BOOK, SHOULD INVITE BY 

ITS BEAUTY."' — Introduce, in accordance with this 
judidous maxim, an eulogy on yourself: if ever we 
attfun the beautiful in composition, it is when we 
endite am amove. Introduce also, in proof of your ex- 
quisite taste, a glowing review of some iUustrated 
ornament of the Biblioihiqae du Monde,^ It may 
even be stated, should such be the attractive fact^ 
that you have sometimes mused in silejice and obHvion 
between the Abh6 de la Rue and John PinkertonJ 
If to proemial beauty you wish to add utility, cen* 
sure your rivals. Perchance you deal in anecdote 
and literary history. Declare, in consequence, that 
Andrews is " too often trivial ;" that Seward is " too 
often careless ;" that Thomas Warton wrestled with 
" barren antiquarianism ;" and that Joseph Warton 
had a "fragmentary mind."^ If any one of yonr 
works should have been less successful than the 
others, announce the " severe accuracy" of its con- 
tents." Advert, in no equivocal terms, to the very 
curious Bjmchronism — the dawn of " philosophical 
thinking," and the dawn of your own lucubrations.*" 

Idea IV. Should apfairs become serious, eh- 

• [By E. C] Oxford, lfl09. 8to. pp. 57. ' C. L., i. 103. 

'I. I, p. 3, etc. 'Ibid. p. 5. 'Ibid. p. 3. *lbid. p. 7. 
" Ibid. p. 3, 
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DBAVOUX TO FORM A LITKRARY UNION ; AND TO 

coNciLiATK TKB wAVERiMo scHiBBB.^ — Invoke the aid 
of Lucian and Erasmus" — men of renown, and amart 
controversiaUste. Allude to your friendly colloquies 
with the learned Mr. D." — though he held you very 
lighUy. Celebrate the courtesy of Mr. T.^* — though 
he may have chanced to disport himself on your 
mperficial retearch, your ^^ of qffictation, etc. De- 
clare, in extra-pathetic phrase, that your sarcasm on 
Miss A. was a amffratulation ! '* 

Idea V. In adumbrating thb character of your 
OPPONENT, abstain from rxcessivk flattery. — 
Describe him aa an " oSxcwre individual :" '* this will 
enhance the value of your marvellous efforts to iUu»- 
trate him ; and may help to convince the public of 
his previous incapacity as an illustrator. Declare 
that he " never emancipates himself for an instant 
from Mb morbid moroseness :" '^ this will stamp you as 
a discoverer of that which no one else can discover ; and 
it must also inevitably reduce the circle of his readers 
— for we live in the age of comic literature I Call 
him a " solemn idiot," an " atom of spite," a 
" elod,"*^ a "carl;""^ and complain of his " want of 
taste and manners :'''9 should he be a bachelor, he 
can never hope to proceed; and you may be sure 
his book will never become the book of the boudoir. 

Idea VI. If you address the literate and the 

" I. I, p. 12. " Ibid. pp. 18, 22. " Ibid. p. 80. 

"Ibid. p. 27. "Ibid. p. 80. "Ibid. p. 12. "Ibid. 

p. 48. " Ibid. p. 2. " Ibid. p. 77. 



D,™),prib,Google 



IDEAS ON CONTROVERSY. 289 

RBFIKED, IT WOULD BE IMPOLITIC TO IZHIBIX YODB OP- 
PONENT AS VERT SENSIBLE TO THE MISFORTUNES OF 

GENIUS. — A' censure has been lanced at your singular 
statement that Camoens " perighed in a hospital:" 
declare, in conaequence, that your " hypercritic can- 
not perceive the distinction between a natural ces- 
sation of life, and its extinction from want and 
misery."** An exposure has been made of your 
numerous misrepresentations and errors on the poet 
Shenstone : declare that he bad many sorrows — but 
that " it is not his least misfortune to have found a 
vindicator in Mr. • * *." An exposure has been 
made of your sentimental fiction on the public ignition 
of the Odes of Collins : declare that your man of facts 
estimates " the agonies of a neglected poet at the 
PRICE OF PRINT AND PAPER !"" Such, remarks place 
your opponent in no amiable light; and if they do 
not prove that you are a brother of the craft — at 
least prove tiiat you can write pros^ poeticaUy! 

Idea VIL An ovbr-anxiety to multiply cha- 
racteristics, MAY betray into UNINTENTIONAL 
RULOGT : " PRAY YOU AVOID IT." — Do HOt, aS a POPU- 
LAR writer once did, c^l your opponent a " man of 
focta:"** there are many readers who possess a cer- 
tun genius for drawing comparisons. Do not call 
your opponent a " hammerer of dates :"" it is a 
maxim that chronology is one of the eyes of his- 
tory. Avoid objecting, against him that his bead is 

"I. I., p. 26. "Ibiii.p. 79. "Ibid. p. 66. »^Ibid. 
pp. 10, 19. etc. " Ibid. p. 37. 
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unfit to " hold together two opposite ideas of the 
same thing:"'* with xefiecting persons, it may tend 
to obtain for him the character of a man of con- 
sistency. Prm/ you avoid remarking that no one 
can complain of "the spangles of hia style :"^ it 
may lead to the awkward inference that his style 
i some more substantial and valuahle quali- 



Idea VIIL To obviate misconception, fore- 
warn THE INEXPERIENCED READER AS TO THE CKI- 
TtCAL QUALIFICATIONS OF TOUR OPPONENT, — State, 

in limine, that neither his " habitual pursuits," nor 
his " native dispositjons," fit him for the enterprise : *' 
the less you know of him, the more decisive this evi- 
dence of your extraordinary penetration. Compare 
him to " Midas," with hia erect auricles :^^ you may 
perhaps pass for another Apollo — at least, with those 
who believe in mythology. Pronounce him to be 
a " critical charlatan :"^b the public, it may be stud, 
is not always unfavorable to charlatans, critical or 
otherwise — but short is the period of their celebrity- 
Produce some striking instance ,of his want of lite- 
rary taste. Assert, for example, that he " seems 
half inclined to criticise" Don Quixote :^ you may 
surely avtul yourself oi Jktion, when writing on so 
celebrated a work of fiction. It may also be ad- 
visable to apologize to the reader for your extreme 
condescension in holding " a hranglement with a 



),eo. " Ibid. p. 3. ' 
• Ibid. p. 3a. " Ibid, p 
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Idea IX, As authors are apt to poktizx itt 

THE STATEMENT OP THEIR MOTIVES, sou MAY COK- 

jECTURE THOSE OF YOUR ADVERSARY, — He BMiy havc 
pleaded a Ime of truth and literature:'^ pass over his 
plea in silence-^for it is not to be coDCeived that pou 
should Bympathise with him in so romantic a notion t 
Insinuate, rather, that lie haa failed in some attempt 
at authorship — and therefore turned critic :"'thi8 
may pass as a proof of your incomparahle acquaint- 
ance witii the secret history of our ventaailar literature. 
Denounce, in illustration of your beautiful theory, his 
" rtAid hatred and ill-concealed jealousy" of popular 
writers:'* should you he believed, he can have no 
chance of escape — but must fall, pierced by a hun- 
dred mi^iles. 

Idea X. Ik hoticino the work of your oppo- 
nent, TOU NEED NOT AIM AT THE MINUTE ACCURACY 

OF MERE BIBLIOGRAPHERS. — The titU of his work 
may indicate uo extreme respect for your own titles 
OF HotfOE : modestly omit a certiun portion of it — 
though it chance to destroy his phydognomic beauty," 
You need not specify the size of his work : when you 
avoid affirmations, you also avoid error. Say you 
observe that *' his tract is printed at Greenwich :" ** 
this remark (which reminds us that his subject pos- 
sesses tractility) will prove that you did not conde- 
scend to read on to the conclusion — witness the 
coloplum : " London : F. Shoberl, Jimior, Leicester 
Street, Leicester Square." — As bibliography is made 

"C.L.I.,epijode. " 1. 1, p. 77. " Ibid. p. 77. » Ibid, 
p. 1. * Ibid. p. 81. 
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up of titles, sizes, colophons, etc. — and is one of the 
essentials of literary history — the public will no 
doubt be satisfied, from this specimen, of your incom- 
parable qualificatioDB for the projected histoiy of our 
vemacuhr literature. 

Ideft XI. Im addition to yoob biblioorapbical 

BLUCIDATIOH8, YOO MAY CRtTICALLY CHARACTKHISB^ 

THE WORK OF YocR OPPONENT. — State, exonUally, 
that the produce of his spare kowi occufned " several 
years t""^ you reduce him to a mere plodder — envi- 
ous of your disdnction as the laureate essayist of half 
a century. Should he have pointed out six errors in a 
curiosity of fen lines'^ — state, as the sole result of his 
labours, the detection of " half-a-dozen nullities !" : « 
this will prove that you possess a sufficient share of 
erudition to write synecdochiehaUy ! State, in con- 
clusion, that his critjcism is conveyed " in language 
as mean as his subjects:"^ the subjects being your 
own, it may seem like modesty to condemn; and 
your extra-ordinary tact in the appreciation of cha- 
racter, will be evident to those who are aware that 
the subjects are Queen Elisabeth, Ralegh, Claren- 
don, Newton, Buffiin, etc In support of your cen- 
sures on his " uncouth pen,'" produce some glaring 
specimens. Suppose he should, have BsaA " coeval 
authorities," when you think contemporary was the 
exclusive word: allude to this evidence of his non- 
synonymous genius at least three times.^* Suppose 
be should have said that " Burnet saw Mary once a 
week :" slyly convince him of your immense superio- 
" 1. 1., pp. 12, 16, " C. L. L, AfI. .1. •• 1. I,, p. 8, 

* Ibid, p, 80. " Ibid. pp. 42, 31. 
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rity as a phraae-maker, by wiiting " Burnet visited 
her hebdotnodally T'^ Suppose he should have s^d 
that Sir Walter Ralegh " did not undervalue the fide- 
lity and varied attiUnmente of Hariot" : exclaim, "O 
thou appruser of small wares V'*' No one can be in- 
senBible to the peculiar felicity of this desi^atiou — 
when applied to the reviewer of the Cm^itiet of 
' Literature, 

Idea XII. If cohvemiemt, you may avail youh- 

SEL? OF THK IKFOHMATIOH AFFORDID BY YODR OPPO- 
NENT. — This practice, to view it &vorably, is a covert 
compliment; and may serve to smooth the asperities 
of warbre. I cannot, therefore, omit to noticfl it. 
Your opponent may have asoertuned, at the expense 
of considerable research, that the Mss. ot the Pan- 
dects are "chiefly of the fourteerUk century:"** re- 
peat the statement as your own ; and add, with suita- 
ble gravity, " This he admits."** He may have 
said, on the authority of a tmmuscript note wtudl 
chance threw in bis way, tliat a certain anecdote on 
the poet CoUinB was recorded by Griffiths:** vrith 
the solemnity of a revealer of secrets — ascribe the 
same anecdote to Griffiths.*' He may have enume- 
rated the principal biographers of Sir Isaac Newton, 
assigning the atumt/mous articles to their respective 
authors:*^ repeat the names of Birch, Nicolls, etc., 
with all the imitative fidelity of one of the psittacua 
family !*9 

«I.I.,p.5a. "Ibid.p.35. "C. L. I.,Art. 1. "I.I,, 
p. 14. " C. L. I., Art. 22. "1.1.,?. 66. " C. L. I., 
An. 21. "I. I., p. 63. 

m3 
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Idea XIII. Ah assertion hot mathematically 

ACCURATE, MAY OCCASIONALLY B£ MADE FOR THE 

sAKR OP BFFBCT. — As this idea is bmiliar to the 
majority of coDtroTeTsialistB, do accumulatioii of ex- 
amples can be requisite — but its importance forbids 
me to pass it over in flilence. Your opponent may 
have estimated the duradon of the popular Jielinff on 
base testers at " about etghteen years :" ^ refer him to 
the Remainet of Camden ; and declare, with all the 
confidence of a victor, that the learned historian 
informs us it was " two haadred years and more."^* 
Your opponent may have twitted you on the state- 
ment that Philip III. of Spain died in the " twenty- 
fourth year of his age •''^'^ add, by way of explanation 
and correction, " For the word age read reign" — and 
appeal, in support of your corrective assertion, to 
L'art de verifier les Dates.'' If Master Camden** 
and Dom Clement? should chance to contradict you, 
tlie fact may escape detection — for who would dis- 
turb the remains of Camden on account of a base 
teeter ? — and it is certain that many readers, I might 
Safely say the_^V proportion, have an aversion to the 
art de v4r\fier Us dates. 

Idea XIV. A' Fact or argument of an inconve- 
niently FORMIDABLE nature, MAV BE MET STH^T^- 

GE«ic-<LLy.-^In every species of controversy, there is 
scope for the exercise of stratagemical ingenuity. I 
shall draw two examples h^m one subject — pre- 
mising that other subjects possess more fertility — 

« C. L. I., An. 3. " i. 1,, p. 21. " C.h. I., Art. 10. 
" I. I., p. 43. " Remaines, 1614.4to. p. 308. •* A. V. 

D., 1770. p. 823. 
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and that the resources of the art are inexhausti- 
ble. Has your opponent denied the Florentine Ms. 
of the Pandects to be " the original :"^ reply, that it 
" may be fairly styled an originaL"*' Every one ad^ 
mite the utility of the exchange of articles ! Has he 
laboured to prove the coadnued vahdity of the Roman 
law?**; excl^m, "Who denies it?" ^^ Aboldques- 
tioa very often poses. It may escape recollection 
that Lord Karnes says, oil the world knows it was " in 
oblivion for ages."** — Clever specimens of this de- 
scription are sure to obtain extensive notice. The 
consuming classes of the community of literature are 
collectors, readers, and students. The mere collectors ^ 
are out of the question. The readers, however, may jy ._ 
give you credit for raiiocinattve ingenuity — and the '^ 
students cannot £ul to observe your atratagemical inge- 
nuity. 

Idea XV. In quoting your opponent, you may 

DEVIATE FROM THE RULES LAID DOWN BY THEORETI- 
CAL CRITICS. — " Nothing," says Franklin, "gives an 
author so great pleasure, as to find his works respect- 
jvlly quoted.""' Quote, nevertheless, your opponent ; 
it is not probable that he will consider his case as 
within the category. Has he said that Herodotus 
"incidentally gives an excellent definition' of his- 
tory"?*': quote him, omitting the vox A incidentally 
— add that Herodotus certainly never intended it !^' 
— and you make it appear that he has no extraor- 

" C.L. T., Art. 1. " 1. 1, p. 14. " C. L. I., Art. 1. 

" I. I„p. 16. " Essays, 1749. Svo. p. 15. " Works, 

1B06. Svo. iii. 433. " C. L. 1., An. 15. " 1. 1., p. 50. 
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dinary ekill in drawing an inference. Hob he been 
compelled, by yout wMmsical circumlocution, to as- 
sume tbat the most agreeable book in the Spanish 
language meaoB El iagenioao hieUdgo D. Quijote de la 
Manckalfi* pretend that he " consents to assume" — 
and infer tliat he is disposed to criticiBe that immortal 
work t^ Has he said, in one of his choicest exordial 
paragraphs, " the otlier expedient may not be practi- 
cable. I promise, therefore, no more than a pWn 
statement of facta" ?:^ mar the quotation at plea^ 
Bure^ — and you make it appear that he cannot write 
tolerable English, even when advandng towards aplain 
statement of facts! The difference between theory 
and practice, has been noticed by many a writer; 
and it is very obvious in controversial quotation. 
Tp conclude this idea, you 

" May boldly deviate from the commoD track." 
Idea XVI. If the tbxt of your ofpohbht 

SHOULD BE UNSUITED TO FRAGMENTARY EXHIBITION, 
YOU MAY 8UFPLY ITS DEFICIENCIES BY INCBNTION. 

On a subject which requires inoentian, no precepts 
can have the force of examples. I commence, there- 
for^ with examples : " I '11 have our Michael Cassio 
on the hip V ** — " by this distiitfftdshed member of the 
society of English BihliophileB."* — " Your fifty 
years are reduced to eighteen ["T" — « I deny the sen- 
tinel,"" — "I deny the mace; 'tis no mace; 'tis a 
stafiF."^* Such inventive efforts may seem to prove 

" C. L. r., Art. 8. « r. I., p. 32. " C. L. I., Art. 14. 
" 1. 1., p. 4B. " Ibid. p. 19. " Ibid. p. 51 . >• Ibid, 
p. 21. " ibid. p. 18. " Ibid. p. IT. 
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that your opponent is another lago — that he has do 
small share of conceit — no small share of asperity 
and petulance. In short, the reader may fancy him 
to resemhle the critic so strikingly portrayed by Mr. 
Alfred Oowquill. 

Idea XVII. In guoTiNO xour own works, yot; 

ARE AT LIBERTY TO IMTRODDCB AMY CONVENIENT 

EMENDATIONS. — The maxtm that vie may do as we 
like with our own is so extensively adopted, that it 
may appear superfluous to assert its applicability to 
quotation — but, as this essay is the only didactic 
work on controversy, and should therefore he com- 
plete in all the divisions and sub-divisions of the 
art, I resolve to fumish a spedmen. Suppose you 
had said that I^y G — , who was in reality a " moit 
exceSeat person," had " no conception of the dignity 
of the female character, the claims of virtue, and &te 
duties of Aonoar."'* You may have an unconquer- 
able aversion to apologies ; hut should the daring 
fiction have been sharply censured '* — you may alter 
the punctuation, omit the more offensive parte, and 
quote it thus : " she had no conception of the dig- 
nity of the female character." " 

/(fta XVIU. A FACT OR ARGUMENT WHICH CANNOT 
BE M£T WITH ANY CHANCE OS SUCCESS, SHOULD BE 

&vAaai>. — Is evauon a part of controversy? The 
question has been proposed; but not decided. For 
the nones, as Master Chaucer saith — it may be allow- 
able to assume an affirmative decision. — Odon, you 

" C. L, iv. 27. " C. L. I., An. 20. " 1. 1., p. 61. 
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have aaaerted, bore a mace at the battle of Hastings 
that " he might not ^iU blood, bid otdy break 
bonetT''^: it would be useless to explain ; for your 
critic is evidently an over-grave person — quite insen- 
uble to the charms of flippancy ! You have stated, 
in support of one of your pretended discoveriet, that 
Vasari was " a mere painter and gcidanith .-" " to yield 
BO capital a point may be a provoking alternative ; but 
do not attempt a defence — for the fiction is utterly 
indefensible. You have ascribed to John Stow, the 
narrative of Edmond Howes — and on this error have 
built one of your exquisite philosophical reflections:'* 
submit in silence to the censure of your critic — to 
his impertinence on thrusts and blows, on edible curio- 
sities, etc. — for the error did not become a F.S.A. ! 
You believe that " Garth did not write his own Dis- 
pensary" — and projecting a similar discovery on 
Ralegh, have pretended to learn from a Ms. that be 
"often consulted Hoskins on his literary works:"™ 
bear with patience the taunts of your opponent — and 
Jbrbear all allusion to the Ms ! You have been de- 
tected in offering the print of Tom Heame, as a 
manuscript curiosity from the Ashmolean Museum ; 
and in various errors of transcription : ^ evade the 
serious charge — entitle your article black-lettee 
DATES — and crave mercy for " mis-copying the 
black-letter numerab." You have been censured for 
presuming to try one of your philosophical experi- 
ments on the character of Queen Mary 11.:*^ pass 
over the charge of deception, invention, etc — and en- 
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deavour to anmae the reader -with remarks on heb- 
domodal visits, self-artistt, miniatures, pictures large 
as Kfe, etc. You bave assumed the inability of a cele- 
brated literary aatiquary, on whose life and habits you 
profess to have made arduous inquiries, to execute a 
work which he never projected^' — in order to magnify 
your own merit on the score of a similar work which 
you have had the temerity to announce : this may 
have been a Yery clever device ; but 'pass over it in 
^lence — for it cannot now be the most gratifying arti- 
cle in your retro^tective review. Yon have exhibited 
an unparalleled assemblage of misrepresentation and 
error on the poet Shenstone:^* you may not be able to 
produce a defence — but you can supply its place by 
vague remarks on the evidences of genius, the psychology 
ofgenivs, the calamities of genius, etc Your opponent 
has too accurately stated the amount of your claims to 
discovery ;^ he has named the proprietors of some of 
those ornaments which you have been accustomed to 
display on the promenade of literature ; ** he has dis- 
closed a portion of the secrets of that art which you 
have most intensely studied — the art of acquiring 
popularity.^^ The facts cannot be denied : they must 
be evaded. Declare diat the ess^s in which they ap- 
pear — caUfor no remarks /*' — The applicative nature 
of these specimens is almost beyond question ; and I 
seem to hear the reader esclaim, " How incomplete 
would this Hand-book for Controversialists have been 
— if the author bad evaded the subject of evasion !" 

" C. L., vi. 391. " Ibid. v. 173-91. iv. 353-9. " C. L.' 
I., Art. ae. » Ibid. Art. 29. " Ibid. Art. 30. "I.!., 
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Idea XIX. As zrrors of kvzry sxscription 

MAT BE COHHITTBD, IT IS DSSIBABLB TO ACQUIRE A 
FACILITY IN KVBBT BPKCIKS OF PALLIATION. A<V 

- cording to the Welsh Triads, there are three excuses 
for remitting punishment : there are certainly three 
spedea of palliation. 1. Palliation proper — in which 
the error is reduced to its lowest denominatioD. 2. 
Palliation reflective — in which the blame is hud on 
another person. S. Palliation extraordinary — in 
which it is converted into self-laudatiott. 1. Pallia- 
tion proper. — ^You have been censuried for calling the 
Ptmdtctt of Justaniau, the Code:'^ i^ perchance, a 
D.C.L. — call it " a mistake which it required no 
very recondite erudition to correct" % You have 
been censured for naming a French ambassador 
ViUeroy — instead of De Beaumont : ^ declare, at 
the hazard of retaliation, that the " name is wholly 
insignificant." f* You bare been censured for ante- 
dating the most affreeaiU book in the Spanish Icmgudyet 
by a quarter of a century ; and for shifting the site 
of its composition to another quarter of the world fi^ 
compare the censure of these enormous errors, to the 
caraumade of a sparrotu on a ckimney-top.^' — The per- 
tinency of these examples seems to obviate the neces- 
sity of addition or illustration. 2. Palliation reflec- 
tive. — You have been censured for some palpable 
error on Philip III. of Sp^n:^* call it a derical 
error^ — and the censure may fall on your amanu- 
ensis. You have been censured for describing a 
tester whi^ no one ever saw : ^ it may have been 



«" C. L. I.,Art.I. • 


I I., p. 13. «> C. L. I 


,An. 6 


' 1. 1., p. 28. " C. L. I 


Art. 8. " I. I., p. 31. 
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L. I., An. 10, •> 1. 1., p. 


43. " C. L.I,, Art, 3. 
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an erratum of your mtellectualB — but transEer it 
to your typographer.^ You have been censured for 
denying the existence of some informatioD in tbe 
celebrated work of Tiraboschi : ^ expose the imper- 
fection of the index ^ — and the censure may fall on 
the index-maker. The amanuensis, tbe typographer, 
and the index-maker, may be lefl to conduct their 
own defence. S. Palliation extraordinary. — To con- 
vert palliation into self-laudation is one of tbe master- 
strokes in the art of controTersy. I shall produce 
two examples. You have been censured for record- 
ing an obvious ^fiction as literary history :"" declare 
tJiat you were " guided by a right feding" "*' You 
have been censured for some tnetalhffrapkxc ab- 
surdity:'" attribute it to the " wantonness of an im- 
provident^^ncy." "* The reader may infer, and the 
inference cannot but advance your palliative efforts, 
that the man who possesses right feeling and Juncg 
— could only have been censured by one who pos- 
sesses neither t — Perfect accuracy is scarcely attain- 
able by mortals ; and you will no doubt receive the 
tlianks of men of letters, for discovering such inge- 
nious excuses for fallibility. 

Idea XX. With a view to kbbp todr opponekt in a 

BTATS OF CaiTICAL ALARM, YOU SBOUtD OCCASIONALLY 

KNioMATizB. — He may have written a meek disserta- 
tion on " some rude and feded needte-work i'""* pre- 
dict that it will turn out a " serious affair for him" — 
and that " he will find the remiumii JbiHer abmit 

"1. r., p.2i. •• C. L. I., Art. iv. "I. I., p. 34. ■"C. 
L. I., Art, 8. "" I. I., p- 33. "° C. L. I., Art. 3. ■" I. 
I., p. 20. '« C. L. I., Art. 2. 
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Aim."**' He nuy haye vritten a somewhat-quiznng- 
but-ceitainly-si^dently-metiiodical essay on a teston 
of Henry VIIL i*'^ pretend that Camdeo nods assent 
to your superior numisniatic information ; and after 
adverting to an iOuMtrative essay by the learned 
Douces say tbat you " might add something which 
Mr. • • • ahaU not at praent leant." "" Such expe- 
dients, however, should be resorted to very cauti- 
oosly. It may lead your opponent to produce some 
potent testimonials in &vor of his medc dissertation 
— to call in Camden, who may horizontally shake 
his venerable beard at you — and to announce the 
existence of a critical seutenee touching a certain 
POPULAR writer, " which Mr. • • • shall not at present 
learn." 

Idea XXL The points whbreon tou may have 

BEEN CRITICISED BATHER TWITTINGLT, SHOULD BE 
CAREFULLY NOTED WITH A VIEW TO RETALIATION. — 

Your opponent may have named you the " livefy 
avikoT .-" "* represent him as an enemy to that " mva~ 
city which displays all things in their true shape." '"i* 
He may have called you, in his ironic way, the 
Cohmbm of literary history ; ^'° and may have alarm- 
ingly thinned the ranks of your discoveries ; declare, 
on some topic which he has riyht seriously and amply 
discussed,^" that he has " only revealed a circum- 
stance to be found in the most common sources"'*^ 
He may have censured your " embellishment of 
&cts," and non-citation of authorities:"^ denounce 

"•I.L.p.ie. i^CL. r,,Ari. 3. ""I.I.,pa2. ""C. 
L. I., exordium, etc. "» 1. I., p. 11. "" C. L. I., Art. B. 

■" Ihid.Att. 11. "• I.I.p. 45. '" C.L.I.,exordiamSi,epitode. 
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him SB a " man who has nothing but facts' in hie 
heact,""* and censure the "parade of his autho- 
rities.""* He may have made some sarcastic remark 
on your " sptaighd phraseology:"^" proclaim, to the 
whole SepvhUque des Lettres, his " thoroughly ua- 
gentlemanhke style."'^^ He may have cited your 
metrical attempts in order to shew, by sli/ itaiics, that 
every line had its foult : "^ remark, on some poem 
which exhibits wit and airy graces that it could pot 
have been written by " any of the ancestors of Ma 
bmily !""9 He may have repeatedly exposed your 
bibliographical superficiality:'™ retort that he " can 
^ork and wriggle Mb way through a priced catalogue 
as well as any other brother grub.""* 

Idea XXII. Oh the subjects which you havb 

MAL-TBEATEB MOST EGREGJOf SLV, YOU SHOULD 
ANSWER YOUR OPPONENT MOST TRIVXPHAKTUY. — 

The more ineffectual your means of defence, the 
more urgent the necessity of exertion ; and the more 
audacious your statements, the better the chance of 
their being credited by the most tkinking people t 
Suppose that, in writing on Spanish history, you 
have given an absurd fiction as an authentic anec- 
dote ; and have abbreviated the life of a monareh by 
some twenty years.'** Suppose, moreover, that your 
opponent should have censured these misdoings:^** 
draw him at your chariot wheels over three pages of 
sarcasm ! "♦ Suppose that, in writing on La Guir- 

'" 1. 1., p. 9. '" Ibid. pp. 45, 80. "• C. L. I., Art. 14. 
'" 1. 1 , p. 43. '" C. L. I., exordium. '" 1. 1., p. 61. 

'» C. L. I., Aris. 7, 24, eic. '" 1. 1., p. 69. '" C. L., i. 
285. '" C. L. 1., Art. 10. "* 1. 1., p. 41, elc. 
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lande dt Jvlie, you bare unadvisedly attempted to 
bistoriBe, to ratiocinate, to sentimentalize^^ — and tliat 
your iulure in every attempt has been made evident :'^ 
represent your opponent as an idiotic plodder, and 
aak, " what business has God with Cupida and 
Zephyrs i^i" 

Idea XXni. In the absemcb ov facts, the 

TBUK PABULUM OF RATIOCIKATIOH, IT MAT BB EXPE- 
DIENT TO viTDPERATE.— In this brftucb of contro- 
versy, no art can equal the ^ft of nature — but some 
short instructions may be desirable. Should you, for 
instance, have occasion to introduce the obnoxious 
word rascal — add, "observe, Mr. • • •, rascal T*^' 
If your opponent should have declined to repeat the 
obvious error of some noted author whose work he 
bad avowedly consulted, you nuiy style him a ** vik 
suppressor of evidence." ^^^ You cannot, without a 
manifest violation of zoological nomenclature, ex- 
pressly call a biped by the name of a quadruped — 
but you may intimate that your opponent with cer- 
tain charming lucubrations before him, resembles a 
" fng in a dramng room."^'^ You may also intimate 
as a contrast to tiiis unseemly figure, and in proof of 
your command over the more lofty species of invec- 
tive imagery, that he is a " wild cat of the moun- 
tains!""' To multiply examples, might be an in- 
fringement of cop}'Tight. It is sufficient to state that 
a mere controversial pamphlet may be made to serve 
as a Vituperative Vocabulary ! 

'" C. I.., i. 383, etc, '" C. L. I., Art. 14. '" I. I., p. 

48. '"Ibid. p. 28. '"Ibid. p. ai. "»• Ibid. p. 8. 

™ Ibid. p. 80. 
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Idea ^XIV. A controversial peroratioh should 

BB COUCHED IN TERMS AT ONCE ORNATE AND STRIKING. ' 

— It is pitiable to compare (as the glioet of Samuel 
Johnson sagaciously remarks) " incipient grandeur 
with final vulgarity." ^" The reader should not be 
exposed to the seDsadou — nor should his opinions be 
allowed to vibrate betwesD the victor and the victim. 
To obviate such casualties, the resources of art 
should be called into employ. Throw out, accord- 
ingly, a premonitory hint on the success of your en- 
counters with " some of the pride of chivalry :" it 
will he easy to ai^cipate the result of a tilt with a 
carl in a *' leathern jerkin.""^ As you appropin- 
quate the moment which is to dedde the fate of your 
opponent^ it may be advisable to give further roU 
of preparation by stating that bis criticism " is a 
nuisance in literary controversy, and required abate- 
ment.'"^* You may then declare, with the solemnity 
due to so important an occasion, that you have placed 
him kors de combat — or if you are anxious to express 
the idea with perfect originality, and witii all the 
charm of vernacular elegance, say that " he has not 
a leg left to stand upon,""^ 

IdeaSXV. It is conholatory to believe that 

" EVERY WORK MUST BB JUSGBD BY ITS DESION." — • 

And now, Mr. IVIsraeli, I shall epitomise the rules 
of controversy as deduced from your latest work — 
The Illustrator Illustrated, (t? You may ascribe 
the meanest motives to your opponent, without a 

'» Rejected Addresses, Art. 10. '" I. I., p. 2. '" Ibid. 

p. 80. '" Ibid, p.8I. 
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shadow of authority ; you goay rois-^tate beta mth 
reckless efirontery ; you may introduce falsified and 
JktitiouM quotations; you may hare recourse to the 
most contemptible erauoD ; you may abuse with all 
the virulence of a charlatan who has been unezpecfc- 
edly deprived of his mask — ^if the ^rign of your work 

is " TO ASSERT THE DIQNrrV OF TOUR STATION."'*" 

Saltan Canup. 

Greenwich, 31 July 1838. 



" If u not m Ae power of Atmght to conceive or words 
to expreia the contempt I have for you, Mr. D'laraeli."^ 
Richard Porson, M.A., Regius Professor of Greek in tlie 
University of Cambridge. 



THE END. 



: PrinlHJ b; Samual Bcnllc)', Dtnct glitet. FlHl Slrccl. 
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